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Abstract

Today the flora industry has become one of the top foreign exchange earning
commodities in Ethiopia. Until March 2011, thererev@round 91 horticulture farms in
the country of which 88 were flower farms. A studgder the title” A Study on the
Establishment of Flower Farms and Land-Lease Hgldssues in the Vicinity of
Menagesha and Holeta” was coined to find out havegsses and procedure of land lease
arrangement was handled; if land leasing was cdaduagainst the will of farmers and if

the land lease made displaced farmers from thédaifgs and homesteads.

Menagasha and Holeta are towns about 30-40 kilemmedrom Addis Ababa in the
Walmera District where there are 21 flower farmstheir vicinities in four locations.
From other flower growing districts of Oromia Remggb State, the Walmera district was
sampled using the purposive sampling method. Thah,of the universe of 21 flower
farms at four clusters/locations, 16 flower farmsrgvrandomly selected using the cluster
sampling method. From the universe of the 16 flofaems, out of farmers made to land
lease, 39 sampled farmers using the simple rarsdonpling method were interviewed.16
local elders ,4 elders from each flower farm lomatiand 12Kebele officials, 3 officials
from each flower farm location, sampled using tba-probability sampling method were
also interviewed.32 flower farm representativeg@mf 16 flower farms each and 4
officers, 2 each from the District Rural Land Admsimation Office and the District
Investment Office filled questionnaires. In totglil03 persons were involved in the study

as proposed.



Data collecting toolsyiz. interview schedules and questionnaires were dpediin such

a way that they increase the possibility of gernegatesponses to the basic research
guestions. Pre-testing of instruments was done Wt per cent of the sampled. Data

collection was given sufficient time to take plateeach location at a time. Then, gathered
data was checked, verified, edited, ordered seglignand coded. It was then analyzed

using both descriptive and simple statistical méshlike tables, percentages, frequencies

etc. supported by the pertinent interpretations.

Due to the limited age of the flora industry irhiBpia, no profound work has been done
on its different aspects like access to land, wateergy; environmental protection, labor,
protective measures and provisions for those wise leesources to flower farms thus
limiting the existence of written information. Omwpt of this, there was generally a
suspicious attitude from flower farm field offices give information. Some farmers were

also afraid to give information related to landsedo people who are unknown to them.

Results of the study indicate that processes aodefures used to handle the land lease
made in the study area were defective, ignored pitesence of farmers and carried
authoritative attitude. Land lease was also dor@nagthe will of the majority of farmers
that further generated farmer’'s displacement. Aecstsidy is recommended to propose
solutions on provisions that can be planned fos¢hfarmers who are made to lease all
plots of land they owned and should not slip intivgrty which is not the intention of

growth and planned development.
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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background

Both land and flowers are free gifts of nature whiman have been developing,
protecting and cultivating for wider personal amistal use. Land has been the main
source of man’s livelihood ever since he begandifehis earth. At the beginning when
man was at a primitive stage, he selectively usedtwaturally grew in his surrounding

and gradually tamed animals and others to his.taste

Nature is bountiful. Flowers are one of these gemerifts that depend on land and
other elements for growth and existence. Flowees atractive nature’s endowment
which almost all people admire. In many cultureseyt are highly adored and
appreciated. They are frequently used on many haay unhappy occasions, like
domestic consumption, festive celebrations, fuisertic. They are often used as symbol
of love, respect, appreciation and deep expressi@orrow. In the words of Goethe,
“Flowers are the beautiful words and hieroglypbs nature with which she shows us

how much she loves'ud8Vatkins: 2011).

Floriculture is a discipline of horticulture thatals with the study of growing and
marketing flowers and foliage plants. The floratetd as an industry has a history of
about two centuriesFlora culture as an industry began in the late 1806 England,
where flowers were grown on a large scale on thst wtates"The Floral industry,

en.wikipedia.org/wik}.

Sources of Colombian experience, the second laftgeger producing country show
that” thirty years ago flower growing was merely a howddhactivity...Small

enterprises produced flowers whose market was sixelly domestic. Only after mid-
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1960s commercial expansion of flower-growing wasiated with an emphasis on

overseas markets (ILO: 2000

In Ethiopia, varieties of attractive flowers grow different parts of the country as an
endowment of nature. Some people also grow popfidarers, exotic species and
funeral flowers for small scale sell but never feider scale of commercial type
through growth on large hectares of land with Iabafrthousands of workers using the

green house, expert knowledge and modern technaoloigyrecently.

Existing experiences indicate that investors withpital look for investment
opportunities in the developing world that prommségbstantial financial pay back;
guarantee secured investment; peaceful workingitons; cheap labor and optimal
environment suitable for growing flowers. On thenest hand, many developing
countries offer broad opportunities in virgin spFserof development sectors for
investment. Thus, one may safely place currentolpthiin this group of developing

countries for its strong will and for opening ug ttountry to investors.

1.2 Some Plausible Conditions that Attracted th&lora Industry to Ethiopia

Ethiopia joined the rush of the flower industry ynh the 1990s.In the 1990s; the
country designed an attractive development poling atrong direction to support
different investments. It designed a decisive dioechow to increase foreign earning,
diversify development efforts and export marketsd aalso products increase;
employment opportunities and promote supportiveistides for sustainable growth and

development.



Haile (2009:10)cites that,The export promotive strategy lists five sectorsb®
supported through improved access to land and trétliese are agriculture and agro-

processing, horticulture including cut-flowers, flear and leather products”

New government policy specifying areas of suppaorttfiose who wish to invest capital
in any sector has been encouraging. The incentigesrding to Kassa (2006:2&re

“Duty free importation of capital goods, spare pasisd raw materials; exemptions
from payment of export customs duties..., tax holidayive years and loss carry
forward for enterprises that suffer losses duriag toliday; access to finance...and
investment protection; export promotion service dBHPEA and land reserve in

highland areas.”

The fast growth of the flora industry in Ethiopeesns to be partly related to conditions
in flower growing Kenya; the growing world flowerarket besides Ethiopia’s new
investment policy initiatives. It has been commdriteat flower farms in Kenya were
not only facing disapproval but were also criticiznd often met oppositions on issues
of labor, land and water etc. These persistentitond in Kenya, the growing world
experiences in the floral industry and new welcamaituations offered by Ethiopia
seem to have gradually attracted flower growers theé country. Hence, the following
paragraphs try to highlight some unfavorable everfitshe flower farm industry in
Kenya that partly seem to have given a graduadeton for the quick rise of the flora
industry in Ethiopian. But as world business exgeces do not reasonably depend on

limited happenings, the events in Kenya shouldoeotaken as the only major cause.



Based on a work of Zawadi Nyong’o, who researclwedflora industry in Naivasha, a
town where the majority of Kenya’s flower growere #éocated,”All sixty—three women
interviewed complained andalked about basic human right abuses they had

experienced involving sexual harassment and vieférgiaz :2004).

According to the Jimma Times (2008) lady in the flower business in Kenya before
she moved to Ethiopia for a similar business atsmrmented,”..You bring and take
lots of experiences from one country to another. [@édk for potential advantages
where to grow and develop regarding labor and markée caméere to do profitable
business. We prefeEthiopia for suitable altitude, soil and water qiigl and

particularly safety.”

Henshaw,(2006), who quoted one former flower bissmean in Kenya that later moved
to Ethiopia wrote,"We were living in Naivasha. If you count all therépeans, you
might get 150 to 200 people, and | think withinri@nths, there were ten attacks on

white people of which 5 were fatal. “

Henshaw, (2006 who had an interview with a Dutch flower growerommoved from
Kenya to Ethiopia on a similar business, had tiieang to say’He saw the potential
in Ethiopia’s new flower market and was sick of ¥iwence that he and his colleagues
faced in Kenya, Africa’s biggest flower producerend he had worked for eight

years.”

About the growing disfavored conditions of the 8ondustry around Lake Naivasha in
Kenya, Jeremy,(2008) wrote:1f the farms had been better planned, the water

managed, and the pesticide run off regulated, Kesoyddld have profited for decades



from the lake. Instead Naivasha is no longer vialpeoduction will switch to
production in Ethiopia or Ruanda and the cycle w#irry on-every body loses in this

kind of exploitation of the land; except the flowerporations.”

Although the Kenyan situation is raised as an imstan relation to the beginning of the
flora industry in Ethiopia, experiences of many eleping countries in this sector also
show presence of negative conditions that comlmtptsitive growth of this industry

and as well uphold its positive importance in watchnomy.

However, despite new arising problems becausehef dstablishment of the flora
industry mainly in areas that have sustained eocdbgconditions and the natural
environment, the truth is that countries througinoiducing codes of business practices
attempt to control disfavored situations and keeptte@ running of industries like the
flower farm that add to development, decrease uf@mpent and bring in substantial
foreign revenue. On the other hand, business paopseich sectors also easily look
around for fresh alternatives in new places equaibfitable for their business with less
pressure put on their activities. So, this and aeadike the growing world flower
seem to be indicative of what attracted new flogsswers to Ethiopia from many

directions.

In Ethiopia, the first two flower firms were estaled in 1992 which since then began
gradually increasing. According to EHPEA,(2011:By“March 2011, their numbers
have reached about 88, with an employment of ab&®00 workers bringing a

foreign earning of about 160 million US dollars asatly.



About 94 per cent of flower farms are located irodia districts relatively nearer to
Addis Ababa. Except flower farms here and thereneny districts, concentration of
nine flower farms employing about 8000 workersosated near Zeway.(Africa news,
2011).There is more concentration of twenty thtee/dr farms in the Walmera district
in the vicinity of Menagesha and Holeta locatefbat clusters of which two have been
currently closed. These farms occupy over 500 hestaf land and employ about 7, 600
workers. Hence, it might be interesting to haveaklat these flower farms that seem to

be ripe for a study.
1.3 The Environs of Menagesha and Holeta

Menagesha and Holeta are towns on the Ambo roadt &ftband 40 kms from Addis
Ababa. The area in the environs of both townsimatically situated in theWina Daga
Zone,“land between 3,500-2,500 m. above sea level. Tha has red loam soil. The
rainy season is between June and September; whdhne dry season is fro@ctober to
May. The yearly average annual rain fall is 2000;mrhile the yearly annual average
temperature is 16.5C. (MoE: 2005:22-23). There is no scarcity of watethe area as
water exists in the form of rivers, small streaarsd ground water. A number of rivers
and small streams from the Eastern and North Eabigh lands cross the area. Land in
this area is endowed with mixed natural forest exdtic tree plantations. It is a rural

setting filled with farm plots growing variety ofaps and horticulture products.
1.4 Mode of Current Land Holding Practices in the Aea

Due to its historic-cultural and economic backgmhuBthiopia had passed through a

complex land tenure system which had been irregnldifferent parts of the country. In



the old Christian Kingdom of the north, the majornmh of land ownership was the
communal type calledrist” in which all descendants of a family had a usufruct
right. The other was thgtlt”, an ownership right obtained from a monarch or #oreyd
governor. There was another form of tenure calleamon,” land granted to the
Ethiopian Orthodox ChurchMiengist” was land held as government property and
while“maderia” was land granted to important people for liféthiopian rulers like
Emperor Haile Selassie and therg have tried‘to modernize land ownership by giving
tittes either to the tiller or to large scale-farng programs but with mixed
results’(Land Reform in Ethiopia,en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puring the “Derg” the
proclamation of 1975 has abolished landlordismaney and landlessness and has given

usufruct right to peasants.

The current Constitution of the FDRE,(1995:45) sdahd ownership exclusively in the
State and the peoples of Ethiopia. According tlard0, No.3 The right of ownership
of Rural and urban land with their natural resousces vested only in the State and in
the people of Ethiopia. Land is a common propeftghe Nations, Nationalities and

peoples of Ethiopia and shall not be subject te salto other means of exchange.”

Currently rural land in the vicinity of MenageshadaHoleta is owned by individual
house holds that in most cases have certificatsd lholding practices in the area like
in most places in the country have evolved throungeritance, government free land

gifts, leases, purchases and in some cases inulemidneans.

Ethiopia that welcomed the flora industry in the9Q9 allowed flower growers to use

farm plots, natural forest areas, land occupiedekgtic tree plantations. So, in the



vicinity of Menagesha and Holeta, farm plots; mixeatural forest and exotic tree
plantations areas have been cleared for flower dacausing loss of farm plots and
homestead by farmers upsetting the existing t@whdi land ownership system of the
area. So, it is an area ripe for a study partitpleglated to land holding transfer,
processes and procedures of land lease arrangameisplacement of farmers. Below

is a sketch indicating locations of these flowenfa.

Addis
Ababa

Menagesha

2
TuIItQ&) OI-queta 5 —

Harbu © 08385) Sadamo

Birbirsa Siba

1.5 Statement of the Problem

The beginning of the flora industry in Ethiopia wias1992 when two flower farm
companies came into being. Golden Rose, becaméduoatin 1999 around Tefki, with
1000 workers, on 14 hectares of land and Ethio-Dresround Holeta in 2002 on 14

hectares of land, employing about 500 people( K2688&: 6.

Then, in a quick succession, flower farms appeérstlin some Oromia districts and
then spread in small numbers to the Amhara Registadé and the SNNPR. In Oromia,
the Walmera district that currently houses 21 floi@ms in bulk and in close

proximity to each other makes it the first homehef country’s flora industry.

In 2005, the Ethiopian Government issued riewval Land Administration and Land

useProclamation-456amended in 2007.Article 6(3) states thiaand holders will be

8



issued certificates that indicate the size andligriof their holding as well as borders.
Article 8 (5) expresses the rights of family mersbéo inherit rural land”(

Haile,20098).

But despite the existence of such legal provisiom,farmer can refuse to hand land
required for investment as land on a whole belolmgshe State. However, farmers
complain that, their land ownership rights haverbabused exploiting their ignorance
of details of procedures and proceedings and abeutnfair decision and compensation
payment per hectare. People are also of the opthiin no legal body who can bargain

on behave of famer’s is involved. (Erko and Erana)

The Jimma Times(2008),based on two farmers interdereport that government
officials have convinced and in certain cases teresd farmers to take away
government land if they refuse to lease their kanfiower farmers. Information also

indicates that there is systemic manipulation agrdymsion.

On the land transfer issue, Gadaa.com,(2009) oésettvat “There are instances of
excessive government pressure on local land owoesgll their plots to the expanding flower
companies...Some Ethiopians believe that their govent is neglecting its duty to its own

people when faced with attractive prospects of icagsim on large profits.”

In any country, development and growth are what expected to happen. But the
establishment of new industries in rural areasoisreadily accepted by people as they
disturb the existing status-quo mainly related ¢oal resources like land, water,
forest.etc.as these are vital for people’s livaditholn many cases, planned development

is beyond people’s understanding of what actudllis iabout. So, newly established



projects receive little support if information thsttould reach the local community is
neglected. But, it is natural that communities haveght to be informed of what is

going to affect their lives before they are askadhdnd over resources they have relied
upon for generations. Thus, people should be appsshto be won over to become

more supportive and less confrontational.

The Jimma Times (2008),“The Government seems to be turning a blind eye talieged
damages that flower farms cause to the environ@edtto unfair labor issues and land

acquisition despite local and international concefn

Opinions of farmers and others like the above ceft®mncerns about the situation. On
the other hand, the growth of the flora industrythe country and its establishment in
the Walmera district is a new phenomenon for batimérs and those who handle the
related planning, decision making and administeatssues with little prior preparation;
well spelt out working details and procedures; &balN experiences in the sector. Thus,
the situation demands closer investigation andecbtin of pertinent information to

come up with acceptable and reliable opinion.

Hence, the main interest of this study is to find keliable and correct information how
land ownership in the study area is transferredfléaer farmers, processes and

procedures of land lease arrangement and displaterhical farmers caused.
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1.6 Objectives of the Study

1.6.1 General Objective

1.6.1.1 To investigate impacts causetldwer farms on farmers due to land

Lease arrangement made iratba.

1.6.2 Specific Objectives

1.6.2.1To find out if land holding traesfvas against the will of farmers.

1.6.2.2 To identify processes and procesiof land lease arrangement.

1.6.2.3 To investigate if displacementarhiers have been caused.

1.7 Research Questions

1.7.1. Was Land holding transfer done whi will of farmers?

1.7.2. Did processes and procedures onléas® include farmers?

1.7.3. Did the introduction of flower farmause displacement of farmers?

1.8 Significance of the Study

Land is a valuable resource for rural communit@srhajor part of their livelihood. In
the view of a Nigerian tribes man’land belongs for use to a vast family of which many
are dead, few are living and countless members stk unborr’. Christopher
(1999:41).So, investment projects like the flordustry that shows up with no prior
planning where they are to be located and accomtioodéor former land owners are

accepted with little preparation. Flower farmersé@ossible choices but farmers with
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no choices except accepting what they are toldtmdhe name of investment. It should
also be noted that farmers do not possess suffigkills, knowledge and other
alternative sources of livelihood that keep thenmgdor years comparable to land with
minimum working capacity. It is thus, vital to exia@ all actions: planning, decision
making, execution, etc., under taken to facilit&tguests related to land for investment.
This study therefore, as a reminding point shdlect processes and procedures under
taken and resultsecorded in land ownership transfer, lease rentgay and displacements

caused which in the researcher's view may suppdanners, decision makers, and

administrators examine past actions and handlegfatecisions in a generally accepted mode.

1.9 Organization of the Study Paper

The study paper comprised of five parts. Part sraiintroductory section on the topic
of the study. It traced the historical developmaihe flora industry world wide in brief
and the conditions of its quick spread to Ethiapigeneral and that of the study area in
particular. 1t described the socio-economic impagetserated by the flora industry world
wide in brief and effects felt by flower producidgveloping countries. Part two dealt
with the conceptual frame of the study and theaw\of the related literature. It
examined how land lease is practiced and manageddbusiness terms. It also looked
at the positive economic growth and developmenh®eflora industry in developing
countries and the negative effects generated @sudt in relation to the case of Ethiopia
in general and that of the study area in particiart three dealt with the methodology
of the study. It dealt with how the study was deseij what research procedures were
used, the samples taken and tools of data colfeefiplied. Part four is the heart of the

study. It dealt with the organization, editing,sddication and, tabulation of data. More
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over, it was in this part where data was analyzetiaterpreted (result and discussion
part). The final section, part five dealt with siammary, conclusions and
recommendations on land holding transfer; processdgrocedures of land lease

arrangement and displacements of farmers.

1.10 IMPORTANT TERMS USED IN THE PROJECT TITLE

Establishmentis founding or starting something.

Flower farms are farms growing different cut flowers for comuwial purposes.

Land-Lease Holding Issuess problems involved in land holding transfer fréenmers

to flower growers through lease rent paynvéth the participation of local

authorities.

Vicinity is near by; in the neighborhood; in proximity.

Menagesha and Holetare towns in the Walmera district located on timebé

road at about 30 and 40 kms from Addis Abiabwhose vicinities are 28

horticulture farms out of which 21 are flaviarms.

Study is investigation on something to reach conclusion.
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2. REVIEW OF THE RELATED LITERATURE

2.1. Conceptual Frame of the Study

Many developing countries own untouched virgin veses like land and others that they
have been unable to develop due to lack of sufficeapital, technology and absence of
domestic investors. Some turn to attracting foreigvestors and capital by instituting

various expansive development projects to meetr tevelopment needs through

leaseholds. Land lease practices by governmentsdidual owners depend on the land
tenure system in a country but is a common econauwtigity although its execution some-

what differ in rural and urban areas.

According to Barta (2011) Emily says tHfatland lease is a type of financial arrangement
in which the ground under a structure is leasedhea than sold to the builder, meaning
that the land and the structure are owned indepastige.Land lease contract occurs most
commonly when a real estate investor wishes tarretaiece of land, but not necessarily

put energy into developing it.”

Emily indicates that, Terms of a land lease usually requires that theoprty be developed
in some way, and that rents for land are paid miynéin quarterly into the accounts of the
landlord.”"By some nations, arrangement of land lease fonilgary base is made with
other nations or former military bases in a courmgrjeased to a city with the knowledge

that it may be taken back later when required &t aba lower price.(Barta:2011)

But in most developing countries, the bulk of exga@ land lease arrangements with
investors occur in rural areas mainly for agricrdtyproduction at dirt cheap prices at the

beginning taking gradual strong grips with experem@nd time. Based on the Ethiopian
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Investment Office (2009) ,for instanceEthiopia has intended three million hectares of
vacant land leased in the next three years; clas¢hé landbeing farmed today.The
government in the past years has instituted anmsiga land lease project in hopes to lure

foreign investors looking for new markéts

But on the growing land lease business awarenéssy 8om information obtained from

newBusinessEthiopiazom, (2011), reports thaThe Ethiopian government has revised its
agricultural land lease price, which has been attrag many investors for the past years.
Government believes that agricultural land in tleeiotry was not getting proper value and
protection...The new lease price takes into constaerathe distance of the farm to
Djibouti port, Port Sudan and central market —AdAisaba.” on the basis of rain-feed and

irrigated land.

It is customary for new industries to occupy sugabites that serve as centers of
production. In practice, such suitable sites arly @awvailable out side cities in planned
industrial zones. The flora industry however, doeits production character requires
floriculture-friendly climate. It thus, mainly occaiin rural areas on farmer’s plots or on
large agricultural land or on existing natural &iréand or exotic tree plantation areas, a
condition that usually lead to land loss by farmersd destruction of forest cover
increasing a risk to the already fragile eco-systerd the natural environment. It also
interferes with the often struggling traditionaloeaomy of the area since the economic
result it generates does not directly reach thalloommunity. Hence, land owners, share
croppers, casual agricultural laborers and agtcaltworkers all equally face problems
that they are not ready for. Mainly marginal andaBrfand owners are great losers and
easily slide into poverty unless supportive strigegre planned for the aftermath since the
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lease rent they are forced to accept against wikiis small and do not allow them to start
something else. More over, some farmers lose kath plots and homesteads to flower
farmers facing double crisis that accelerate qugtidle into rural poverty causing an

unexpected negative result of positive developraétt.

In parts of the Rift valley in Ethiopia, where thare already expanses of commercial crop
cultivation and horticulture farms started throughd concession with no compensation
and planned provision for those who formerly udegldrea, the appearance of new flower
farms are increasing. These expansive commergcialeis had their own notorious history
wrought on the pastoral groups (Karrayu, Afar,,Ia, Arsi) inhabiting the area. They did
not only create resource shortage; they also letheoaggravation of overgrazing with
major effects of the reduction of ground cover, titanpling of vegetation and erosion by
water and wind. More over, they generated space m@sdurce shortage creating
competitions and constant clashes between AfanmmOrand Somali tribal groups that led
to continued loss of large livestock and human I@ebre,(2001:9) is of the opinion that
“This state of affairs has not only made pastorainds extremely vulnerable to
encroachment and appropriation by outsiders, busoabrought about undesirable
transformation of resource use accompanied by sgetompetition for resources...which
constitutes the principal cause of increasing iatkenic tensions and conflicts as well as

the deterioration of the ecology in the region”.

The history of government concession of peasait flanexpansive commercial farms
with no compensation and planned provisions famgrland holders is not uncommon in
most East African countries (Sudan, Kenya, UgaBdaalia and Ethiopia etc.).For
instance, Ghaffar2001:175)is of the opinion thatThe Sudan is one of the best cases to

18



illustrate a State playing a major role in the pess of transforming the landscape. In the
Sudan, the traditional system of land tenure whédognizes the dar (homeland) of each
ethnic group was abolished and replaced by a sysfelenure granting the government

the right to appropriate land as it wishes”.

The flora industry like many other industries hissroots in the developed worlds which
over the last six decades gradually spread to steweloping countries due to its positive
economic importance. Today many developing coungigoy millions of foreign earning
from flower export. Many are also pleased for thgpyment generated for thousands of
workers in the sector tolerating the often distnghiisks caused to sustained ecosystem and
the natural environment. Though today there aran@ogical solutions to reduce risks
caused by the flora industry, many countries arewilling to risk the lucrative business
and force flower farmers to minimize the dangerseaito the sustained ecosystem and the
natural environment. So, concerns of global coreaeston the issue and national policy
pledges of many flower growing developing countaes undermined (The Flower Expert,

www.theflowerexpert.com/flowér

But, Laare (2008:37) citing Murlley says thdiésides. poor pest management and post
harvest problems faced by the flora industry,... ébal® and fertilizers that are easily

available in many other countries are not simplpakd in India.”

2.2 Some Experiences in the Flora Industry

It is true that Present day floral industry is a dynamic, globaktfgrowing industry...In

the 1950’s the global flower trade was less tha$3%illion.By1992, it had grown to US$
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100 billion. In recent years, the floral industrgsgrown six percent annually, while the

global trade volume in 2003 was US$ 101.84 billiéthoral industryen.wikipedia.org/wiki).

Information indicates that, the flora industry tgda one of the major industrieKassa,
(2006:4) gives an overview of the flora industry rldowide as below”. Traditional
production centers are the developed worlds (Westurope with Japan and North
America) who were both major producers and conssm&mong tanew flower growing
countries are Colombia, Ecuador, Kenya, Ethiopiad dndia; while other centers are

Israel, South Africa, Australia, Thailand, Malaysiad New Zealand, etc.”

Experts comment that the production focus has mdvedh the traditional growers
(Netherlands, Germany, France etc.) to countrigh Wetter climate and low labor costs
resulting in a change in the traditional businessl@h The Netherlands has already moved
from flower growing to flower trading though theglgest flower market is still the one at
Aalsmeer, while flowers are from developing cowdriike Colombia, Kenya, Ethiopia, India,

Israel..., (The Flower Expenyww.theflowerexpert.com/flowér

Colombian experiences for the beginning and suazietbe flora industry indicate that:

Bogota where the first farms began enjoys a numdfecomparative

advantages in the production of flowers: cheap rlabdeal climatic

conditions..., good road net work and the presencanointernational air
port. In addition, business benefits from fiscatantives provided by the
Vallejo Plan in 1967, an introduction of a tax dteth addition to credit
programmes, technical assistance and marketingcesroffered by the
recently created Fund for the Exports (PROEXPO¥Thnhabled the
Colombian floriculture industry to be highly comipige from the beginning
in international markets to increase its exporiergation and obtain high
profitability. (Mendez1991, http//www.ilo.org)

Kenya, one of the largest exporters of flowers toope had been in the industry for

decadeslLearning African Case Study (n.dpnfirms thaf’ Kenya’s flower industry is the
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oldest and the largest in Africa. There are arodid flower farms of which 90 per cent is
owned by foreign companies and white Kenyans angetOcent by Asian Kenyans. In

2003, a sale of flowers was 77 million pounds...8&cpat of Kenya’'s export earnings.”

However, existing conditions show that no one singlodel or course exists for the
beginning and flourishing of the flora industrydiiferent countries as each country differ

in many aspects of its own although some genaralasities might be there.

Laare (2008:37) citing Subramaniam says ttoriculture first gained prominence in

Tamil Nadu in the late 1990s and the early parthef new millennium when a tea crisis
forced growers to find new crops...One of the ineestfor getting into flora culture is the
amount of financial support from the governmeiivery grower is given 400,000 rupees

when he starts his farm, only half of which need®paid”.

Concerning the flower occupation, Wagar (2011)catks that, there are three branches

that make up the back ground of the flora industgmely, the grower, the wholesaler and
the retailer which are often interminglediith no clear demarcation but depended on
objective conditions like where the business isated, who owns the business; who does

the work and the set up how it is done.

However, to promote the flower business as welt@mbat problems that encounter the
sector and to meet basic codes of conduct of thdefrmost flower growers have
associations. For instance, there is KFC in Kefyamcolflores, in Colombia, APEDA in
India and EHPEA in Ethiopia etc. which play prometiprotective and positive business
roles of the flora industry. But despite the grogvimumber of their members and increase
in strength of business code of conduct in the éiotkade as well as economic importance
of the flower business and strong grip of floweogucing countries, they have not so far

been able to minimize environmental concerns; dord of labor and worker’'s health;
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land and water use issues that are headaches lofthmtsector and flower producing

countries to the minimum degree aspired.

2.3 Concerns of Flower Growing Countries Related to the Flora I ndustry

The Jimma Time2008)feels that the flora industry uses pesticides dredrical fertilizers

which can damage the environment. It also usesmach water which may lead to conflict
with the community and may also cause depletiogrotind water. But flower growers
argue that most flower farmers abide by internaiawiles and regulations; protect the
environment from damage, practice standard workowgslitions and try to minimize the

use of chemicals (Degani: 2011).

But, Learning Africa Case Study (n.dpserveshat many flower growing countries apply
codes of conduct on ecological and environmentatems; labor issues; ethics of flower
production etc. but with minor success. Smith anal.e(2004) believe thdtespite steps
taken by producers...problems persist for female dtoworkers through both lack of
comprehensive social chapters within the codes Hutress the gendered nature of
employment inequalities in the industry, and theklaf proper implementation of those

relevant codes that do exist.”

Tefera (2011) is also of the opinion that havinggulation is a step forward, but follow
up on implementation is what is essential. He cordfithat The flower companies use
different chemicals that are hazards to the heaftlemployees and the soil. They need a
regulatory body to control their activitiessAccording to information from Gadaa.com
(2009),...'One hundred and twenty three chemicals are usefthiopia’s horticulture

industry of which fifteen are classified as cargeaic by the World Health Organization
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and yet workers have no collective bargaining powecause they have been forbidden

from forming trade unions”

Related to damages caused to water bodies, tha@/linister of Health and Sanitation,
the Daily Nation(2010)reported:While we do not pretend to know what may havedkille
the fish and may be other Marine life in Lake Nah@ what is obvious is that rouge
flower firms...have been polluting the lake. Thatytde is no secret, with the Flower
Council of Kenya having complained incessantly emein asked the government to grant

it legal authority to discipline wayward firms.*

From experiences of many flower producing develgprountries, ecological and
environmental concerns, exploitative labor condsiossues of resource use like land and
water and modes of their transfer from communite$lower farmers have remained a
subject of people’s concern. Goodman (2007), reptrat ‘With 110, 000 employees,
many of them single mothers and annual exportsldbiion, the industry provides an
important alternative to growing coge, source crapthe Andean nation’s better known
illegal export: Cocaine. But these economic gaiome at a cost of worker’s health and

Colombia’s environment.”

Related to the Ethiopian condition, according teagifrom information

newBusinessEthiopia.corf2011) obtained from the Ministry of Agriculture,

...The Ministry has realized that previously landalsused by
some investors. Some investors were renting the ey
rented from government to others; while differeagions do not
have clear records on the size of land they disteih to
investors...In fact, some investors were not progdithe
necessary facilities such as healthcare for theipleys who
work on the farms; some investors do not even li@resparent
bookkeeping and pay taxes to the government praperl
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However, flower farmers everywhere complain thattop of the difficulties they face
about the unpredictable weather conditions; flowansporting problems; marketing
difficulties and over all flower business, they al$ace continuous pressure from
governments and government agencies concerningdaddvater use; disposal of refuse
and environmental pollution; labor condition and eusf foreign manpower

etc.(Policar,2008:39).

But, despite the existence of bottle necks in #etas, flower growers and governments of
developing countries work together through esthbig codes of conduct partly observed
by flower growers and half-heartedly audited by ggovnents due to the new positive
economic income generated by the flora industry asedsitive nature of the flower
business. Concerning codes of conduct, Dinham,(2(ddsed on the Colombian
experience is of the opinion thdh“the absence of effective monitoring and enfoezgm
through the labor movement and governmental enwmemntal agencies they are little
more than unenforceable wish-lists8o, many flower producing developing countries are
at odds with their own citizens on the whole scenaf the flora industry and also face
sharp criticisms from international communities @rucrative business that cannot be

easilytraded off for something else.
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3elhods of the Study

3.1 Research Design and Procedures

Due to the nature of the present study under ifgegsin, both quantitative and qualitative
research designs were used through the applicaifoquestionnaires and scheduled
interviews for the collection of pertinent data.ush the sphere of investigation was
confined to descriptive and analytical approach.ifiially, tools for collecting data

(questionnaires and an interview schedule) on lawiding transfer; procedures of land
lease arrangement and displacement of farmers weagyreed. Then, pre-testing of
instruments was done with 7 farmers, 4 eldelglZeleofficers and 5 flower farmers (19.4

per cent) to identify item clarity, difficulty angroblem areas of items. Based on the

findings, some rewordings and corrections were noed@ols of data collection.

Secondly finalized tools were administered to a@miers who leased land to flower
growers, 16 local elders, Reble officials, 32 flower growers’ representatives, atdct
land administration and 2 district investment adfs Thirdly, the results were compiled
and statistical analysis was tried on the respoat8&9 farmers, 16 local elders, 12 kebele
officials, 32 people representing flower farmersl @ndistrict land administration officers
and 2 district investment officers respectivelyptanned. Thus, this chapter describes the
design of the study as done and contains an acajuhe population, the sample frame

and the statistical techniques applied and thenatifor their use.

3.2 Sampling and Sampling Procedures

Population has its own unique definition in resbdw population refers to any collection
of specified group of human beings or non-humaitiesntsuch as objects, educational
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institutions, time units, geographical areas, pscef wheat, or salaries drawn by
individuals” (Koul,1996:106).According to Mulusa (1992: 93)h& population defined as
the focus of the study is known as the targetifadipn.” A target population in research is
a very important source of data and informatiois the basis for reaching at the parameter

of the study (Chadda, 1992:78)

In this study, population is defined as 39 locahfars who were supposed to have leased
their farm plots to flower farmers, 16 local eldet® Kebele officials, 32 flower farmers, 2
district land administration and 2 district investmh officers under whose administrative
sphere the four flower farm clusters namely MenhgeSadamo-Geno,Birbirsa Siba and

Tullu Harbu are found in the vicinity of Menagesirad Holeta.

In the Western route from Addis Ababa, there ar@@8iculture farms in the direction of
Holeta, of which 21 flower farms are located witkiie Walmera district in four locations
in the vicinity of Menagesha and Holeta. For reagomeferred by the researcher, the
Walmera district which houses 21 flower farms wagppsefully sampled from other
flower growing Oromia districts. The researcher felt that\Walmera district and flower
farms in this district were ideal for a study asytlare located in a similar surrounding
occupied with similar jobs as well as are easigcteble with minimum time; fair
transportation cost and difficultfherefore, out of the universe of 21 flower farm$our
locations, 16 flower farms were randomly selectsith@ithe cluster sampling method.
Ghosh (2004:238) is of the opinion that, “Tleeemost characteristics of any sample is its
repetitiveness. Representativeness may be abswlutéversal provided the sample is
similar to the universe in all respects. But in thractical field, it is very difficult to find

out two cases that are perfectly similar, espegiallthe case of social phenomena. But in
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spite of this difficulty, a researcher should fimgt the sample in which maximum degree of

similarity can be obtained”.

Panneerselvam (2006:199) is also of the view“tbhister sampling is a sampling
technique in which the population is divided iniffedent clusters such that the members
within each cluster are dissimilar (heterogeneanserms of their attributes, but different
clusters are similar to each other. This leadshe inference that each cluster can be
treated as small populations which possess albtiréutes of the population.Hence, the

sampleframe of the study is indicated as below.

Table 3.1 Flower farms in the Walmera district forming the sample frame

Location Flower farms in the study area Sampledidr farms
Menagesha 1. Alliance Flowers Plc 1. Alliance Flowers Plc
2. Dream Flowers Plc 2. Dream Flowers Plc
3.Gallica Flowers 3.Gallica Flowers
4.Flowerama
Sadamo-Geno 1.Eth.Meadows PIc 1. Eth Meadows Plc.
2.0romia Wonders 2 Eth. Magical Farm
3 Eth. Magical Farm
South Holeta 1. Eth.Agri. CEFT Plc 1.Joe Flower,
2.Joe Flower 2.Holeta Rose,
3. Holeta Rose Plc 3.Top Flower Plc
4.Fiyori Ethiopia 4.A.Flower
5.Dire high Land 5. Metro lux
6. A Flower 6.Fiyori Ethiopia
7.Top Flower Plc
8.Metrolux
West Holeta 1.Rose Ethiopia 1.Rose Ethiopia
2. Arsi Flower 2..Agri Flora Plc
3. Caf Rose 3. Euro Flora
4. Agri-Flora Plc 4.Ethio Dream
5. Euro Flora 5.Arsi Flower

6.Ethio Dream

Source Field data

From the universe of 16 flower farms of about 43rfars, who were supposed to have

leased land to flower growers, using the simpleloam sampling method, 7 farmers from
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Menagesha; 5 farmers from Sadamo-Geno; 14 farmars Birbirsa Siba and 13 farmers
from Tullu Harbu locations was selected, formingpmple of 39 farmers. Using the non-
probability sampling method, 4 local elders fronsleflower farm location, a total of 16
local elders were chosen. From each flower farratlon, 3Kebleofficers were selected.
Based on the number of selected flower farms ih éazation, 2 people from each flower
farm, a total of 32 people were also made to repres6 flower farms. From the District
Rural Land Administration Office, 2 officers anaifn the District Investment Office, 2
officers were made to represent their offices retpely. In totality, 103 persons were
made to get involved in the study. It was felt ttiet responses obtained from this target
population would bring about sufficient informatiand data for the study. Hence, the

sample design was as below:

Table 3. 2 Sampling design

Respondents

Location Farmers | Elders per| Kebele Flower District Land | District

per locations | officials per farmers | admin. investment

locations locations officers officers

2 2 4

Menagesh 7 4 3 6 - - 20
Sadamo-Geno 5 4 3 4 - - 16
South Holet 14 4 3 12 - - 33
West Holeta 13 4 3 10 - - 30
Total 39 16 12 32 2 2 103

Source: Field data

3.2.1 Data Gathering Methods and Tools

A systematic and planned approach was used fdidldework. The collection of data was
organized to take place at each location at a thkfledata was collected by the researcher
himself assisted by one trained assistant fromdbality. Data gathering tools used were

interview schedules and questionnaires. Theseumstnts were developed in such a way
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that they increase the possibility of generatingpomses to the basic research questions.
Some tools (interview schedules for farmers, ladders and kbele officials) were also

translated into the local language to increaseityumhd validity.

An Interview schedule was used for interviewingf@ners, 16 local elders and K2bele
officers. Questionnaires were also filed by 32w farmers, 2 District Land
administration and 2 District Investment Officefdl tools are presented as appendices |,

I, I, IV, V and VI respectively is attached withe approved research proposal.

3.2.2 Methods of Data Analysis

Completed interview schedules and questionnairee$iyondents were checked, verified,
edited and ordered sequentially. Each was codedtdvi@ode sheets were prepared for
data collected from each group of respondents. ,Tkheta was analyzed using both
descriptive and simple statistical techniques libles, percentages in the majority of
cases; frequencies and percentages distributiconme cases supported by the pertinent

interpretations.

3.3 Issues of Validity and Reliability

One way to insure build validity is to make usenailtiple resources (MoE/AED, 2006:
51) So, to ascertain validity, multiples resourliks farmers, local eldersieble officials,
flower growers, district land administration offiseand district investment officers were
involved in the study. Research procedures were @knned in a research proposal from
the beginning. Separate files were developed founh@nting responses from each group
of respondents. Pre-testing of instruments was #otine20 respondents to improve quality
of tools. Instruments for 39 farmers, 16 local eddend 12 Kebele officials were translated
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into the local language for concept clarity and @iaity. Hence, it is hoped that these

would help for replicating the study for reliabylit
3.4 Limitations

The flora industry has a limited age in Ethiopiaiel¥o its infancy, not profound work has
been done on its different aspects like flower Oimeg, plant variety, propagating, product
quality, longevity/shelf life, inputs and transgadility. Further more, broad based work on
access to land, water, energy; environmental ptioteclabor; protective measures and
means for those who lose resources to flower famasscant thus limiting the existence of
written information. On top of this, there is a agge attitude starting from the Ethiopian
Horticulture Producer Exporters Association workatdead-quarters level down to field
flower farm offices except a genuine few, not tsilgagive information to those who
require data for studies on the pretext that maegpfe come and bother them. Some
farmers are also afraid to give information relatedand lease matters to people who are
unknown to them unless that person is accompanjesbmeone known to them despite
one has a support letter from IGNOU Post gradusdgrBms. So, one has to look for local
people that support to obtain the required inforomtBut once found willing, the majority
of farmers with out reservations talked of thewetrfeelings, resentments and openly
disclosed the good and bad things they observedamed around land leasing. So, despite
some weeks spent over the planned time for datiectioin, all data was obtained as

proposed in the study plan.

32



REFEREES

Chadda,K, (1992Dimensions of Teacher Educatigdxnmol Publications,4378/4B,
Ansdari Roda,Darya gan,New Delhi-102(.78.
Ghosh,N ,(2004¥cientific Method and Social Reseafterling Publishers
Pvt.Ltd., New Delhi-110 020, GyanSag@elhi,p.238.
Koul, L.1996)Methodology of Educational Researdhkas Publishing House PVT
LTD, 576, Masjid Road, Jangpura, N2&hi 110014, India, p. 106.
MoE/AED, (2006)Action Research in Primary Schools in Ethiogdem Printing Press,
Addis Ababa, p.51.
Mulusa, Tom, (1992:1897 Evaluation Research for BeginnefsPractical Study
Guide, German Foundation for Interoradi Development (DSE), Education,
Science and Documentation Centre (SE&Ns-Boeckler-Str.5, 5300 Bonn 2,
Germany, p.93.
Panneerselvam, R,(200Bgsearch Methodody, by Asoke K.Ghosh, Prentice-Hall of
India Private Limited,M-97,Connnaughtis,New Delhi-110001 and Printed by
Jay Print Pack Private Limited, New <110015,p.199.

33



4. Rasahd Discussion

In this chapter, data readied from those involvethe study through various techniques is
presented in descriptions and tables. Data are @ssented in both quantitative and

qualitative forms and each is approached in its exag. The quantitative data is presented
in tables supported by the pertinent narrationghef issues addressed. Whenever and
wherever relevant, results from quantitative andlitative data were made to supplement

each other in the presentation.

4.1: Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
4.1.1: Age of respondents involved at the fodocations of the study (Menagesha,
Sadamo-Geno, Birbirsa Siba and Tullblarbu)

In a broader sense, age is a good indicator farnplg purposes. Usually school plans,
programs and facilities (teaching materials, eqeipin buildings), for children; health
services for all and social security for people based on age. In the modern world,
peoples’ age is believed to increase with bettegraties and health services. A report of
UNICEF (1982:16) indicates thatAfter a rapid increase in the rate of populatiorogith-
caused by relatively sudden successes in contgoltiertain diseases, epidemics and

famines which meant that more infants survivedatwelchildren of their own”.

The current study that necessitated gathering fdata people in different age categories
required to obtain balanced information from pedplea selected age bracket. Hence, the

age structure of respondents involved in this stadiydicated in Table 4.1.

Table 4.1 indicates that the highest group of redpots numbering 31(30.09 %) is in the
age group 41-50 years while the aged ones numbé&iin@.6.50 %) is in the age group

above 61 years. The data confirms that at the lages between 20-30 years and upper
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ages beyond 61 years, the number of residentseirsttidy area is lower in number than
those between the ages of 31-60 years. So, onenfemythat it is an asset for the validity
and reliability of the study to have involved sugrbup of respondents aged between 31-60
years who are supposed to have profound knowledigineo area, the basic resource
structure and ownership modality, psychological autio-cultural make up of the

community.

Table 41: Age of respondents involved at the four locationsf the study

Age Menagesha| SadampBirbirsa | Tullu Flower | District District %
category -Geno | Siba Harbu | farmers | land admin.| investment

officers officers
20-30 2 1 3 3 - - - 9 8.73%
31-40 5 2 3 3 5 2 - 20 19.41%
41- 50 3 6 3 6 11 - 2 31 30.09%
51-60 1 6 4 15 - - 26 25.24%
Above 4 2 6 4 1 - - 17 16.50%
61
Total 14 12 21 20 32 2 2 103 100%

Source: Field Data
4.1.2: Sex of respondents involved at the four lotians of the study

From Table 4.2 below one can see that 89 (86.4#%ondents are male which confirms
that the appearance of rural females in certaiiviaes is still very minimal. In the
traditional culture females talking to unknown sgars is not acceptable. It seems that sort
of traditional thought has not died out yet. The(13.59 %) female respondents in the data
of Table 4.2 are those who inherited land fromrtpparents or deceased husbands and are

responsible.So; it is more or less acceptablelfemtto respond to queries related to their
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property and social issues. On the other hand| women are busy through out the day in
both house chores and outside the home in agrrallactivities and are not available as
their male counterparts. One study done by Ga@®1:78) in Eastern Uganda confirms

that,

... Women'’s working days are longer than men’s wavér or no
time for leisure. In the homes we visited during field work for
instance, we would talk to women while they arelipgematook or
potatoes, sorting the beans or doing any of thessegy household
chores for the next meal. When we wanted to talkhto men, we
would usually be offered a chair and have enougie tio talk or we
would find them at their local drinking places dwgithe evening
hours. Men find leisure time to mingle with theirehds and have a
drink, which women do not do.

Table 4.2: Sex of respondents involved at the folocations of the study

Description | Menagesha SadamdBribirsa | Tullu Flower | Districtland | District %
-Geno | Siba Harbu | farmers | admin. investment
officers officers
Male 11 11 15 17 31 2 2 89 86.41%
Female 3 1 6 3 1 - - 14 13.59%
Total 14 12 21 20 32 2 2 10 1009

Source: Field Data

4.1.3: Educational level of respondents involved dhe four locations of the study

“Education is one of the important indicators of deonization as it can influence people’s
perception, attitudes, and the ways people makie deeisin”, (Peter: 2001: 161). Most
research studies which involve people as sourcataf want to know the educational status
of this source that in certain conditions have eteant role for scientific studies. Hence,

Table 4.3 shows the educational level of resporgdi@nblved in this current study.
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Table 4.3 depicts that the illiteracy rate thatduse be rampant in the study area has
enormously decreased and people with educatiorraafeg5-10 about 17 (16.50 %) and
with high school education (grades 11-12), abouf2@B8 %) are in the farming
occupation. One may infer that the practice of ilegthe area for looking for employment
in bigger cities after failure of passing examsegivat the end of grade 8, 10 and12 is
decreasing by joining local agricultural occupatierhich may induce change and
improvement in many aspects in the economic, saaidl cultural life of the community.
Zewdie (1998:37) is of the opinion tha@he prong to strengthen this issue is to invest on
development of infrastructure in rural areas whigbuld help the inhabitants to increase
their incomes while continuing to live where thegvdr been staying, thus making out-

migration unnecessary”.

Table 4.3 Educational level of respondents involdeat the four locations of the study

Ed.level Menagesha Sadmo-| Birbirsa | Tullu Flower District land District
attained Geno Siba Harbu | farmers | admin. Investment %
Officers. Officers.
llliterate 3 1 1 1 - - - 6(5.82%)
Literacy 4 1 2 10 - - - 17(16.505%)
1-4 1 4 4 4 - - - 13(12.62 %)
5-10 4 3 6 4 - - - 17 (16.50 %)
11-12 2 3 8 1 7 E . 21(20.38%)
Diploma 2 23 1 2 26(25.24%)
1 degree - - - - 2 1 - 3(52.91%)
Total 14 12 21 20 32 2 2 103(1005)

Source: Field Data

4.1.4:Marital status of respondents (farmers, elders andebele officials)

involved at the four locations of the study
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Many research studies demand to have data on peopéeital status to learn about their
family life, family size etc. and to obtain data population dynamics for developing
different plans. The current study on marital stagionly interested to see what type of

marital status pre-dominated the area under thay stu

Table 4.4 indicates that 48 (71%) respondents arei@d and only with very few divorce
cases of 3 (4.48 %) people from the sample. Sopaeinfer the existence of stable
family life with very few divorce cases which mag kelated to existence of better socio-
economic life and persistent observation of striwaditional culture; socio-cultural values
and their up keep practices of the local communmityzonnection with marital status,
Maro, (2001:110) who made a study in the Kingdor®whsiland, comments thathHe
implication of large household for land use andsfattion of basic needs, cast doubts on
the ability of the house to satisfy their need#elytfrom agricultural activities and leads
significant proportions of members of the householdage employmentihich is true of

any rural community with large families with smiahd holdings.

Table 4.4 Marital status of respondents (farms, elders andKebele officials)

involved at the four locations of the study

Status

Menagesha

Sadamo-Geno

Birbirsa Siba|

Tullu Harpu

%

Not married

2

3

4

13

19.40%

Married

9

8

17

14

48

71.64%

Divorced

3

4.48%

Widowed

8.96%

Total

14

12

21

20

67

100%

Source: Field Data
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4.1.5: Respondents involved at the fourdations of the study (farmers, elders and
Kebele officials) by years of residence

To obtain information on communities, basic loaadaurces and their ownership history,
past and present; people’s life long experiences kanmowledge on localities can not be
simply traded off for something else. However, oihd, data obtained for a study may be

considered weak.

Table 4.5 below shows that 8 (11.94%) respondeves lin the study area for 8-12 years
while 59 (88.06 %) of residents approached for gsh&ly were people who lived in the
locality above 12 years. It can be inferred thassthpeople due to their long years of stay
in the area have good knowledge of the local conityamd its mode of livelihood, basic
resources in the area and their modes of ownerSiptheir participation in this study is
an asset for ensuring reliability as well as v@jidor the data gathered through their

responses.

Table 4.5: Respondents involved at the folocations of the study (farmers, elders and

Kebele officials) by years of residence

Time of stay in the area | Menagesha Sadamo Birbirsa Siba Tullu Harbu %
_Geno

5-7

8-12 3 3 1 1 8 11.94%

Above 12 11 9 20 19 59 88.06%

Total 14 12 21 20 67 100%

Source Field Data
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4.2: Responses of Respondents to Various Issueshs Study
4.2.1: By whom farmers were first approached foland lease at the four locations
of the study
In data of Table 4.6 below, 63 (61.20 %) respondehthat it was the District Investment

Office who first approached local farmers for ldadse to flower growers. From the same
data, one can also learn that some pre- agitabies were played by the lodetbeleoffice
and some brokers probably at locations of choiegepred by flower growers. It is also
clear that the local kebele office as the lowesniadstrative structure had the role, interest
and responsibility to implement policies, in thase the rural land investment policy. Cross
reference with Table 4.14 below indicates thatidical Kebek offices during the land lease

process played a non local farmers’ supportive tiedé run against farmers’ interests.

Zewdie (2004:39) says thatte Kebele administration system is entrusted awtdrseeing
socio-economic development and natural resourcesewmmation activities within its
geographic jurisdiction”.So with this role at grass root level and beirgpomsible to the
people who elected them to office, the lokabeleadministration with the district office
could have exhausted existing alternatives befpraaching farmers for land lease, a

condition which is strongly resented by farmers.
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Table 4.6: By whom farmers were first approachedor land lease at the four

locations of the study

Respondents
Who Menagesha| SadampBirbirsa | Tullu Flower | District District %
approached -Geno | Siba Harbu | farmers | land admin.| investment
farmers officers officers
Flower 1 3 4 3.88%
Farmers
District 8 2 10 8 31 2 2 63 61.20%
investment
office
District 1 1 2 1.94%
land admin.
office
Kebele 4 2 5 8 1 20 19.42%
office
Brokers 1 7 2 4 14 13.59%
Total 14 12 21 20 32 2 2 103 100%

Source: Field Data

4.2.2: Farmers reaction when first approached fordnd lease to flower farmers

Table 4.7 below shows that 4(5.97%) respondentstlfigit framers were happy when

approached for land lease, while 11 (16.42 %) bueid that farmers were indifferent about

the issue and 52 (77.61 %) respondents depictadfdiraers were unhappy about the

matter which was indicative of their unwillingndssagree to the issue unless some sort of

persuasive action or threatening cropped up. Tttisally corresponds with the responses

of 25 respondent farmers who during an intervieid,s&Vho in reality feels happy when

he loses a basic resource base that feeds hig/fandla legacy of the deceased”. So it can
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be commented that, land for an Ethiopian peaskatiti many traditional communities is
not only a resource base. It is also a major soofc@rength, confidence and pride. This
type of traditional thought about land is a refiectof the old fist' ownership system.
According to this systerfAll descendants ...of an individual founder wereitted to a
share, and individuals had the right to a plot @mily land. Rist was hereditary,
inalienable, and inviolable. No user of any pie¢éamd could sell his or her share outside
the family or mortgage or bequeath his or her skaae a gift as land belonged not to the

individual but to the descent grouf’énd Reform in Ethiopia, Wikipedia).

Table 4.7: Farmers reaction when firsapproached for land lease to

flower farmers

Farmers reaction Frequencies %
Happy 4 5.97 %
Unhappy 52 77.61%
Indifferent 11 16.42%
Total 67 100%

Source: Field Data

4.2.3: Presence of farmers who from the beginningsisted land leasing

In Table 4.8 below, 76 (73.79%) respondents inditahat farmers even before being
officially told to lease their land opposed, resisand stood against those who in unofficial
and semi- official way under ground agitated fasrter lease their land. But these people
must have entered the hearts of some farmers thrpragnises of getting work with flower
farmers and scoring advantages from land leasiagnérs in almost all locations during

an interview reported that they were told thateheill be the firstopportunity of work for
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families of those whose land is leased. But theonitgjof farmers had the feeling that they
can better work for themselves on their own propefhey felt that land lease money
promised and cash through employment is as lighfieather and does not last long as
compared to the produce they continually reap ftloar plots. From the views, resentment
and hard words of these people, it is clear thatntiajority of them did not have the wish

and the will to lose their plots.

Table 4.8: Presence of farmers who from the begiimg resisted land leasing

Description Respondents

Farmers| Elders| Kebelel Flower | District land District investment | %

officials | farmers | admin. officers | officers.

Yes 26 12 10 24 2 2 76 (73.79%)
No 6 3 2 8 - - 19 (18.44%)
Afraid to refuse | 7 1 - - - - 8 (7.77%)
to lease
Total 39 16 12 32 2 2 103 (100%)

Source Field Data

4.2.4: Presence of farmers in the study area whoftesed to lease land

In Table 4.9 below, 57(62.64%) people respondetlttiexre were farmers who refused to
lease their land to flower growers. However, desfiie existence of farmers who refused
to lease their holdings, how they were later trirdnmi@ come into line against their will
except with certain persuasive actions is an isSee.it could be inferred that certain
threatening and enforcing mechanisms must have deetoyed which conform with

farmers complaints.
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Hence, on the basis of these complaints, one mdgrbed to comment that, on occasions
of planning to establish new development projentsiéw areas among communities, a
planner should be more thoughtful. He should befodnot to be based only on his own
intentions and good convictions giving little atien to the feelings of the community and
other related things although it is not possibleHion to predict the exact impacts of new
development projects. Barnard,(1999:48) is of thmion that“It is however his duty to

attempt to predict the probable end result thathsano introduction might have...So, it is
unacceptable for the planner to rely on his suliyectonvictions to what the community
probably wants; knowledge of and insight into themmbers of the affected community and
their needs will enable the planner to traversettreain with more confidence and secure

a surer touch”.

Table 4.9: Presence of farmers in the studyea who refused to leaseand

Respondents

Description Farmers Elders Flower District land District investment %

farmers | admin. officers officers
Yes 25 10 20 1 1 57(62.64%)
No 12 2 12 1 1 28(30.77%)
Some are afraid | 2 4 - - - 6 (6.59 %)
to refuse to lease
Total 39 16 | 32 | 2 2 91 (100%)

Source Field Data

4.2.5: Possibility or no possibility to refuse tbease land identified for lease

Table 4.10 indicates that 16(100%) respondentstaitat there is no possibility to refuse
to lease land identified for investment. But whatugal farming community commonly
knows and understands is that as long as it passess ownership certificate; pays the
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usual lawful annual land rent, certain contribusiand is entitled to inherit it to its heirs,
land belongs to every legitimate individual who gaatect his right of ownership. So, one
can comment that this general understanding ofubed community is what is known to
them. However, it may be inferred that it does ootrespond with the specific legal
thoughts, related legal obligations and guidesrzkekhe whole scenario that confirm land
holding right is ofusufruct status’according to the existing constitution on propeigyts
article 40.N0.3,(1995:45). A major deficit on thther hand is that, land suddenly taken
from farmers after new projects pop up is not unaey prior land- use- plan set for
pertinent projects with planned provisions on wénr&t to be done for those who are quickly

removed from their holdings.

Table 4.10: Possibility or no possibility to refse to lease land identified for lease

Possibility Respondents

to refuse or | Kebele Distr. land admin. officers |  District investment %

not to refuse| officials officers.

Yes - - - -

No 12 2 2 16 (100%
| don’ know - - - -

Total 12 2 2 (190%)

Source Field Data

4.2.6: Existence of chances or no chances for farmers tayswhy they do not want to
lease their plots

As shown in Table 4.11 below, 68 (66.02%) respotslerdicated that farmers were not
given the opportunity to explain or probably comphlahy they did not want to lease their
land. It is evident that the district investmenticd was very keen only on fulfilling the

investment guide and was not willing to listen tarnfer's pleas on the general
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understanding that land belongs to the governmerd avhole and there is no room to
attend to other questions except going straightldod leasing. Reports from farmers
during interviews held indicated that at two looas, Birbirsa Siba and Tullu Harbu with
no prior information except rumors, people from thstrict office were found measuring
farmer’s land. In the case of Tullu Harbu , thisiation led to an opposition from local
farmers who were only driven away by the local golforce that was called to the area.
According to the same informants and other inteveies, in the two locations and Sadamo
, there are farmers who have not received the lsas®y and whose cases and appeals
have reached the Supreme Court and the Federastiiraf Justice. Related to the issue,
some people are of the opinions thakieTgovernment has given due attention to the flower
industry because of growing revenue it collectsnfrexport taxes. However, the industry
has brought with it much controversy: allegatiorissnvironmental mismanagement, labor

abuse and unfair land holdifigdimma Times: 2008).

Table 4.11Existence of chances or no chances for farmers tayswhy they do

not want to lease their plots

Respondents
Chances or| Meagesha| SadampBirbirsa | Tullu Flower | District District %
no chances -Geno | Siba Harbu | farmers | land admin.| investment.

officers officers

Yes 3 2 2 3 6 - - 16 (15.53%|)
No 9 8 15 15 17 2 2 68 (66.02 %)
| don’t 2 2 4 2 9 - - 20 (18.45 %
know
Total 14 12 21 20 32 2 2 103 (100%

SourceField Data
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4.2.7: Instructions faced by farmers who refused ttease their plots

Data from Table 4.12 indicate that 48 (90.57 %)poesients felt that farmers were
persuaded by local officials to lease land to flowgeowers. It could mean that those
involved in the transaction are people from thérigisand the locakebeleadministration
and is same group who could have persuaded fanmermke land lease. From the data,
one can clearly infer that certain persuasive acioa lighter sense and threatening in a
stern sense must have been deployed to discousagers not to oppose or stand against

land leasing which corresponds to the responsésokrs and elders interviewed.

The Jimma times (2008), indicates, an intervieveeégrmer land owner who leased his
plot reported that government officials convinceah o sell his plot and warned him if he

does not comply, government land will be taken away

Table 4.121nstructions faced by farmers who refused to leastneir plots

Instructions Respondents
Farmers | Flower District land District %
Farmers | admin. officers | investment
officers.
Permitted to keep - 2 1 1 4 (7.55%)
Persuaded to lease 27 19 1 1 48 (90.57 %)
Told to respect the | - 1 - - 1(1.89 %)
investment guide
Total 27 22 2 2 53(100%)

SourceField Data
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4.2.8: Opportunity or no opportunity for farmers to discuss/negotiate on land
lease price per hectare

Data from Table 4.13 confirms that 30 (62.25 %)poesglents feel that chances for
discussion on land lease price are not in pradgEdand lease is handled through the
district office. Though not fully clear for farmerthe district office knows that land lease
price is a fixed issue through a guide dependintherannual produce from one hectare of
land calculated on averagely basis over a periagrofyears if it is land in cultivation. On
the other hand, interviewed farmers, local eldexskebeleofficials reported that chances
for negotiations which is also maneuvered by pedme the district, the locakebele
offices and intermediaries appear only in two casdgen land for lease is identified by a
flower grower and a location is his/her own chdjasg. Sadamo location and when plots
adjacent to an existing flower farm are neededefgransion). Even in this case as usual,
farmers who do not agree with what is offered omao wish to lease their land are not
spared. So, there were cases which were broughetoourt by farmers and appeals made
to higher offices but after dragging on for yeawstidue to the intricacy of bureaucracy

causing miscarriage of justice.

It seems that haggling on the issue of land holdwag not limited only to the Walmera
district and local farmers. Ten flower farm investm the vicinity of Holeta who refused
to pay taxes were also in the struggle. Assefa(200®&.nazret.com) reported thaiVhen
ten flower farm investors said the land tax was rtmach for them, the Investment Bureau
lowered it to 0.16 Birr per sq.m. However, evenhvguch provision, the investors could
not pay their dues promptly.On the issue, one of those responsible persams the

district office said that, If the investors would not settle their debts faileg the warning
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issued to them; the Investment Bureau would bestbto take the case to the court”
Related to the case, a member of the local admatiis’s cabinet said thatt was unfair
that farmers were evicted from their land only ®replaced by flower investors who fail

to pay a 0.16 —birr- per sq.tax”.

However, the truth is that the flower farm industrgis a new phenomenon to the area and
there was no profound skill, knowledge and expeeeon land lease techniques and
estimation of proper reliable rural land value g@nide based on research studies on part of
the concerned district office. On the entreprerseside, except the preparation of the usual
project frame following the nominal method mainly ¢onsultants, some practical details
and unforeseen concerns and costs are ignored veaiebed serious problems for the
beginner investor in the face of a new area likeftbra industry spread in the rural setting.
Concerning the scene of the flora industry in tbantry, based on Obole (2008), Sisay
says that'‘As we are beginners, we lack skill and knowledBet training and codes of
practice are under way by EHPEA: issues of produmtilabor, environment and
community have been given priority so as to usenthe minimum requirements for the
certification to begin and run flower fafmin broader terms, it is viewed that along with
other inhibiting aspectsMost of the studies in different nations observéte success of
the rural entrepreneurial business is constraingdlie availability of and quality of these

factors-innovation, leadership, infrastructure,kinancing Mishra and et al: 2007:70
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Table 4.13: Opportunity or no opportunity for farmers to discuss/negotiate on

land lease price per hectare

Respondents
Description Kebele | Flower farmers | Districtland | District investment %
officials admin. officers | officers.
Yes - 6 - - 6 (12.5%)
No 10 18 1 1 30(62.5 %)
Land lease price | 2 2 1 1 6 (12.5%)
is already fixed
| do not know - 6 - - 6 (12.5%)
12 32 2 2 48 (100%)

Source: Field Data

4.2.9: Role played by the locaKebele Offices in the land lease process
Table 4.14 indicates that 39 (37.86%) respondegitstiiat the locakebeleoffice under

cover was engaged in convincing farmers to lease tand to flower farmers and in a
subtle way used pressure and threatening expldi@inger’s socio-cultural psychological
mentality putting them off balance. Same data atsticates that 38 (36.89 %) of
respondents felt that the lodaébek office was engaged in supporting flower growers t
obtain land which in an indirect way meant standagginst the interest of local farmers

who intend not to lease land to flower growers.

The Kebek Administration set up during tHeerg rule is the lowest level government
administrative body. Zewdie (2004:39) explains ¢herent role of the local Kebele offices
as below. The Kebele Administration is entrusted with sodor®mic development and
natural resource conservation activities...Howeves, fiole in community planning is

confined to one of implementing directives and plassued from above...The office
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holders in the Kebele system are subject to duabslination: to the people who elected

them and to the District (Woreda ) Administrativeu@cil”.

In totality, the localKebeleadministration that is supposed to know the inmeslifgs,
socio-economic background and psycho-social méytafilocal farmers that in actuality
represents the interests of the local communitymséz have exploited same to stand
against farmer’s interests. No doubt, it stood lom $ide of the district office and flower

growers to fulfill the investment guide in the famfenon planned provisions for farmers.

Table 4.14: Role played by the locaKebele Offices in the land lease process

Respondents
Description Menagesha| Sadamo- Birbirsa | Tullu Flower | District. land District %
Geno Siba Harbu | farmers | admin. investment.
officers.. officers.
Convinced farmersto | 6 3 7 7 13 1 2 39(37.86%)
lease land
Supported flower 6 7 11 7 7 - - 38(36.89%)
farmers to obtain land
Supported inv. Guide | - 2 1 1 11 1 - 16(15.53)
No role played 2 2 5 1 - - 10 (9.71)
Total 14 12 21 20 32 2 2 103 (100 %)

Source: Field Data

4.2.10: Outlook that farmer were not pressurized tdease theirland

Table 4.15, indicates that 33 (32.04 %) resporglemie of the opinion that farmers were
not pressurized to make land lease while 62 (606 9espondents felt that there was
pressure on farmers to lease their land to flowemérs. This pressure indicated seem to
have emanated from the district and lokabeleoffices that had the keen interest to

execute the rural land investment guide and wistemsome development happen in their
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localities. In interviews made with local farmeeders andKebeleofficials, there is a clear
indication that in many instances farmers were esygtally and subtly maneuvered to
make land lease exploiting their weaknesses anbilityato defend their rights in the
nominal existence of the local farmers’ Associati®tural farmers are usually poor,
illiterate and could not stand against the enticgmef knowledgeable, skilled
intermediariesKebeleofficials and district officers and normally lackang bargaining

power and skills.

Based on Zewdie (2004:39)) arrangement, office holders in the Farmers’ Asmtion
structure are subject to dual subordination: to theal people who elected them and to the
district administrative council However,despite their position in such a structure, officia
members of the association preferred to keep muthanface of farmer’'s displacement
with no prior arrangement for their future livelias. It is true that usually the existence of
such associations is nominal, not well organized,\weak and submissive. It is also highly
politicized and not also free of power abuse amegédl deal in the current political

conditions at the lower levels.

Hence, there are pending cases of farmer’s contplaand appeals in all the four
locations, the worst cases in Birbirsa Siba, Tidarbu and Sadamo where a number of
land owners and former land holders are not pditbagh their plots were already handed
to flower growers through the district office. Somere not paid due to the refusal made to
lease their plots and others on some presumed lpgtty grounds on their land ownership

and holding rights.
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Table 4.15: Outlook that farmer were not pressurizedo lease theirland

Description Respondents
Menagesha| Sadam Birbirsa | Tullu Flower Distr land Distr.inv. %
0-Geno | Siba harbu Farmers | admin. officers. | officers
Yes 6 4 4 6 13 B - 33(32.04%)
No 7 7 16 13 16 2 1 62( 60.19%)
I don’t Know 1 1 1 1 3 - 1 8(7.77%)
Total 14 12 21 20 32 2 2 103 (100%)

Source: Field Data

4.2.11: Thoughts that farmers on their own free wllleased land to flower farmers

Table 4.16 depicts that 18 (17.48 %) respondenbétbe opinion that farmers on their
own free will leased land to flower farmers while @2.52%) respondents felt that farmers
on their own free will did not lease their plots flower farmers. So there is a close
confirmation with result of responses of responslentTable 4.15 in which respondents
felt that farmers were put under pressure to lghe& land to flower growers. From
responses obtained from respondents, it can beedf¢ghat those responsible for land lease
at the lower level were only too keen to see soeveldpment happen in their area through
obtaining land for flower farmers which led to meg farmers heavily using different
mechanisms to obtain what was required. This was@nfirmed during an interview with
farmers and local elders who indicated that in M@sha, Sadamo— Geno and Birbirsa
Siba, farmers were called through the Id€abeleoffice by the district office for a meeting
who told farmers that their farm plots are goingptomeasured for a lease and they must
sign that the their plots are leased and colleetléase money from the District finance
office. Farmers who tried to ask questions werealisaged and were openly told in a
subtle way that refusals are impossible. Farmgrsrted that when some farmers put up an

opposition to those who came to measure their ldm&y, were threateningly told that land
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belongs to the government and they will give it wsg hook or by crook. In the Tullu
Harbu case, where minor land holding right is undeestion, legal land holders who
attempted to stop those who came to measure fan®s were disbanded by the local police

called to the area.

Hence, the whole scenario of the flora industrythe country was commented by on
lookers as follows. Government land ownership has created it easierfliwer growers

to get land easily...There is a big inflow of flowiedustry to Ethiopia despite the
continuous local and international concerns on wh&wer farms cause to the

environment, and unfair labor issues and land astjoin’(Obole:2008).

Table 4.16: Thoughts that farmers on their ownriee will leased land to flower

farmers
Description Respondents
Menagesha| Sadama- Birbirsa | Tullu Flower | District land District investment %
Geno Siba Harbu | farmers | Admin. officers | officers
Yes 2 3 3 4 6 - - 18 (17.48%
No 12 9 18 16 26 2 2 85 (82.52%)
Total 14 12 21 20 32 2 2 103 (100%

Source Field Data

4.2.12: By whom land to be leased to flower farmerwas measured

Table 4.17 shows that 59(83.09%) respondents iteticdarmer’s plots to be leased was
measured by the District Rural Land Administrat@ffice which is responsible for matters
related to land in rural areas that in a direct Wwagl followed the procedure of land matter
activities at the lower level. This office bear® thitimate responsibility that all activities
related to land is carried out in a clear and clesmner involving no partiality or
favoritism for any side during land measurementweleer, during an interview conducted
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with farmers, farmers complained that in most cabey have not accepted the land
measurement done but were forced to accept whgtvieee told. But in some cases of
opposition and cases of local powerful and vociisrdarmers, measurements were

repeated and doubts rectified.

Table 4.17: By whom land to be leased to flower farers was measured

Description Respondents
Menagesha SadampBirbirsa | Tullu District District %
-Geno | Siba Harbu | land admin.| investment
officers officers
Kebele office 1 1 - 1 - - 3 (4.23 %)
Distrct land admin.| 12 9 20 18 - - 59 (83.09 %)
office
District 1 2 1 1 2 2 9 (12.68 %)
investment office
The flower farmer
Total 14 12 21 20 2 2 71 (100 %)

SourceField Data

4.2.13: Existence of written agreement between farers and flower farmers when
leased land is to be returned or new agreement is be signed

Data of Table 4.18 depicts that 56 (78.87%) respotsdconfirm that farmers have not
signed a written agreement with flower farmers algghow much they are to be paid per
hectare or when their plots are to be returnedear agreement is to be signed. In fact, as
the whole thing was handled by the district offitesre was no direct discussion on land
lease and land lease price between farmers anceifltaymers in cases of Menagesha,
Birbirsa Siba and Tullu Harbu and part of Sadaratbed Geno except in the Sadamo

location where land identification and choice waat bf the flower farmer. However, in all
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cases, there was a strong presence and participattithe district office as a legal entity
and the Kebele office as a local support body amtr@ng intermediary presence in the
Sadamo case. So, in case of Menagesha,Birbirsa Bibla Harb and part of Sadamo, the
Geno location, as a process for legal and procéguraoses, the district made farmers to
sign in a group list that is kept at the distriffice confirming that the plot of land they
held earlier is leased. According to interviewsdmavith farmers and local elders, when
some farmers went to the court with a complaint thay were forced to lease their plots
and things must be corrected, the district as &heace brought out the signatures and as a
result files were closed. So, farmers lost theatgplnd legal cases due to the intricacy of
the bureaucracy that was beyond what they plaingwkand understood and so could not
obtain any fair legal protection although legal psmns are there. A case of farmers,

(Bekele Tafa and others), with dozens of court duents confirm the same.

Table 4.18: Existence of written agreement beeen farmers and flower farmers

when leased land is to be returned or new agement is to be signed

Description Respondents
Menagesha| SadampBirbirsa | Tullu District. land | District %
-Geno | Siba Harbu | admin. investment
officer. officer
Yes 2 7 3 3 - - 15 21.13%
No 12 5 18 17 2 2 56 78.87%
Total 14 12 21 20 2 2 71 100%

SourceField Data
cAse of Bekele Tafa

Bekele Tafa owns some plots of land at the Sadactibn at three sites. At one site, he

was asked by local intermediaries to lease histplatflower growing firm that needed the
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plot for extension. The plot of land at the timeswander ripping wheat crop. Bekele
refused the offer of Birr 2.80 for a faf land. Although originally the plot was out side
the flower farm, it was fenced into the flower famith out his agreement. He could not
collect his ripped wheat crop. He appealed to ik&ict and the zone administration office
that his plot was illegally included into the flowé&rm. They came to the spot and
discussed the matter with the flower farmer. Bekelé the flower farmer that, “Although
he does not want to lease his plot but for the sdilsolving the problem, he can be paid
Birr 3.00 per M. According to Bekele, the flower farmer told hifmat an” Ant and an
elephant cannot fight. | own only 30 percent of fdmen and (mentioning a name), he owns
70 percent. With whom do you fight”? There was sagreement between the two. The
flower farmer went to the police. Bekele was thatfled to the police station. Since the
hard words they exchanged was in private, the @aauld not locate any evidence against
Bekele. Bekele was left alone. Bekele then filedaae against the flower farmer at the
district first instance court. He was told thisaiscase to be look at by the lodatbele
social court TheKebele Social Courtlecided the case against Bekele. He again appealed
to the first instance court of the district. Afterlong time, the case was decided against
him. He appealed to the Zonal higher court and tteethe Regional Supreme Court.
Things dragged on and on. The file was then claBexito an over due date for appeal.
Bekele with out any pay lost his farm plot freatythe flower farm and bitterly resents the

situation.
A case of thellluHarbu farmers

The interviewed farmers said, “When people camenftbe district to measure our farm

plots, the owners of the plots tried to preventrth8ut they called the local police to the
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area. They came with guns. Being afraid, we ruthéobush. Later, we went to the district
for appeal that we do not want to lease our lame disagreement went on for 2 years and
8 months. The district office continued to be neagato our queries. We appealed to the
Regional Government. We were paid some money dddHe land lease will only be for 5
years. The land they took from us was 24.5 hectaésat they paid us was only for 8
hectares. The five years they promised is oves. itow over ten years. There are farmers
who are not paid a single cent. Some of the laeg tbok from us is not under flower
cultivation. It is laying there fenced and uncudtied. This also makes us more irritated and

resentful. We have continued with our appeals.”

A Case of the Birsa Siba Farmers

The interviewed farmers said, “The district and lHtaeta town office called us through the
local Kebeleoffice and told us our plots are wanted by the gowent and we will be paid
compensation by same. We tried to put up questibney said they will call us again. In
the mean time, they measured our plots and harndsd to flower farmers and kept quiet.
We set up a committee and the committee put anaappehe Oromia City Development
Council. The Council ordered the district and thadta town Council to pay lease money
to those who owned farm plots in the area. With out knowledge, they formed a
committee of people who do not represent us andllpase money to some farmers. Those
of us who were not paid formed a committee and werhe Addis Ababa City Council.
We were told to file a case at the district fils¢tance court and the case went up to the
interim court. The file was then closed. We appeétethe Federal Ministry of Justice and
we were told that the case is over due for an dpgee the file was closed again. We

struggled against the district from 1991 up to 2000 could not win the case as we lack
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experiences in litigation and the voice of the riistis more powerful than that of poor

farmers”.

4.2.14 Approval of the land lease arranged between farmerand flower growers

Table 4.19 indicates that 47(45.63%) responderiisvieethat land lease made to flower
farmers at grass root level is approved by theidishvestment office. Because, it was the
district investment office that from the start dewith the whole matter and through which
farmers were made to sign a group list at theididevel. But according to the same data
42 (40.78%) respondents indicated that it is tiggoreal investment office that approves the
land lease made to flower farmers. Out of 42 (4 B2spondents 25 (24.27 %) belong to
the Birbirsa Siba and Tullu Harbu locations vehtrere was a big contradiction between
the district office and local farmers on land le&seies which was brought to the District
First Instance Court and then appeals made to ¢iggoRal Supreme Court and the Federal
Ministry of Justice. In many instances, when offied the grass root face strong opposition
from the local population, there is a tendencyetlirng people that they have carried out
their responsibilities based on orders from abowk attempt to remain clean of the matter
not fully understanding the concept and workingteys of federalism. It appears that
farmers from the two locations where contradictilaned up from the beginning took the
regional investment office as an approving bodyt &tcording to the existing structure if
things go in a straight line, there is the ZonagiRation and Documentation Office in
between the district investment office and the oegl investment office that registers
approved agreements dealt with in the districtceffior purposes of legality. As indicated

in Table 4.19, the main issue is that except atflmveer farm at the Sadamo location, no
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farmer had reached a direct agreement with anyeildarmer as attested by farmers, elders

andkebeleofficials when interviewed which is also confirmieg data of Table 4.18.

The flower farm at the Sadamo location where flofs@mers came into contact with

farmers through the district office is an area thias the direct choice of the flower grower.
Even this was a nominal case where the land lease was not greater than that of other
locations and those who refused to lease theis phare not spared except that farmers
were first agitated by go-betweens and later ingdlin individual discussions and in the
land lease processes and procedures. There areaafgmaints and cases even from this

location that had reached the court from those rghased to lease their plots.

Table 4.19 Approval of the land lease arranged between farmarand flower growers

Description Respondents
Menagesha| Sadamg- Birbirsa | Tullu Flower | District land | District %
Geno Siba Harbu | farmers | admin. investment
officers officers.
Kebele office.
District 9 2 6 5 22 1 2 47 45.63%
investment office
District land 2 3 3 2 3 1 - 14 13.59 %)
admin. office
Regional 3 7 12 13 7 - - 42 40.78%
investment office
Total 14 12 21 20 32 2 2 103 100%

SourceField Data

4.2.15: Presence of farmers displaced due to flom&arms

Table 4.20, depicts that 75 (72.81 %) responderdsated that there were farmers who

were displaced from their original living quartehse to the establishment of flower farms
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which is also confirmed by data of Table 4.21. Gneferences of the study and interviews
made with farmers, local elders and Kebele officiatlicate that there were displacements
of farmers from all clusters but the highest displaent occurred in Birbirsa Siba and
Tullu Harbu locations. Farmers confirmed that ia Birbirsa Siba case, those farmers who
were displaced and did not own other living quarexcept their former farm home stead
were given 500 sg. meters of town land following tuide that stipulates where large
tracts of land owned by people are considered ve baen included into part of a city and
taken get such a provision. But what local farmggrestion and wonder about is why they
were only informed about the inclusion of theirnfiaareas into the Holeta town after the
flower farm business came up, a matter out sidetoth the holdings of the majority of
farmers laid earlier. However, what happened setnrsin against the provision of the
constitution of PDRE, article 40, No.4, (1995:45-4igat statesEthiopian Farmers have
the right to get land freely and not be evicted from their holdingsBut, local farmers
seriously resent and complain why things were ket transparent and out of the whole
scene as if they were not there. A farmer said’yToensidered as if we were all dead
people.” On the other hand, to fulfill the investrhguide, if discussion was not permitted
due to one reason or another and is consideredareqnoductive and should be avoided
which is still short of democratic ideals, the coomty should have been briefed by the

district office in a cautious manner.
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Table 4.20: Presence of farmers displaced due tiower farms

Description Respondents
Menagesha| SadamBirbirsa | Tullu Flower | District land | District %
-Geno | Siba Harbu | farmers | admin. Investment.
officers officers
Yes 10 7 16 13 25 2 2 75(72.81%
No 3 4 3 6 4 20 (19. 42%)
I don't 1 1 2 1 3 8(7.77 %)
know
Total 14 12 21 20 32 2 2 103 (100%

Source: Field Data

4.2.16: Farmer’s land ownership status: How many hatares of land they originally
owned and leased to flower farmers

Table 4.21 indicates that, the highest tract ofllawned by the sampled farmers in the area
of the study is above 5 hectares in Tullu Harbu 4n8 hectare in Menagesha ahallun
Harbu before land leasing and the lowest is leas thhectare in all the four study areas
respectively which indicates that out of the samf38 farmers, 11(28.21%) held less than
1 hectare of land. After land leasing; in Menagesha of the 7 sampled farmers, 3 have
leased all the land they owned and in Sadamo-Cautopf 5 sampled farmers, 2 farmers
have leased the land he/she owned. In Birbirsa Soloé of 14 sampled farmers, 9 farmers
have leased all the land they owned and in Tullubbaout of 13 sampled farmers, 5
farmers have leased all the land they owned. Imemgde, out of the sampled 39 farmers,
19 (48.72%) farmers have leased all land they ovametihave remained with nothing. So
there is a clear indication that there was a degpteent of some farmers from all location
which confirm the complaint of some sampled farmaterviewed (Gebre Tasdik and

Erko etc).
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Degefe (2003: 16-17) based on the 1999/2000 papnlastimate indicated that..44
percent of the population was under the povertg iinth a coverage of 45 and 37 percent
for rural and urban areas respectively which wasnpled to be brought down to 27.2
percent in 2010'On the land holding issue, the same source (20pZ:@Bfirms that
“Already more than 50 percent of the population gsltivating less than half a
hectare”With this situation in mind, the issue then sjtiaffordable evicting farmers from
their holdings unless they are provided with newome sources? Hence, this situation
should be carefully considered by development mesmand decision makers for future
trends since the establishment of the flora ingustincreasing in different regions of the

country.
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Table 4.21: Farmer’s land ownership status: How mawy hectares of land they
originally owned and leased to flower farmers

Locations Original holding per | Leased land per ha. Current holding per ha. Freguen | %
ha.
Menagesha Less than3 ha. Less than 3 ha. Nil 3 2.8%%)
45 ha. 2 ha. 25 ha. 1 (14.28 %)
6-9 ha . 6 ha. 3 ha. 3 (42.85 %)
Total 7 100%
Sadamo-Geno Less than 2 ha. Less than 2 ha. Nil 2 (40 %)
4-6 ha . 4 ha. 2 ha 2 (40 %)
1 ha. Less than 1ha. Less than 1 ha. 1 (20 %)
Total 5 100%
Birbirsa Siba Less than 5 ha. Less than 5 ha. Nil 5 (35.71 %)
1 ha. 1ha Nil 1 (7.14%)
1ha. Less than 1 ha. Less thanl ha. 1 (7.14 %)
8-12 ha. 8 ha. 4 ha. 4 (28.57 %)
Above 5 ha. Over 5 ha. Nil 3 (21.43 %)
Total 14 100%
Tullu Harbu 1 ha. Less than 1 ha. Less than 1 ha. 1 (7.69 %)
Less than 1 ha Lessthan 1 ha Nil 1 (7.69%)
6-9 ha. 6 3ha 3 (23.07)
4-5 ha 2 ha. 2-5ha. 1 (7.69%)
4-5 Less than 1 ha. Less than 3-5 ha. 1 (%69
8- 10 ha. 6- 10 ha. 2 ha. 2 (15.38 %)
Above 5 ha. Above 5 ha. Nil 1 (7.69%)
12- 15 ha. 12-15 ha. Nil 3 (23.07%)
Total 13 100%

SourceField Data

4.2.17: Farmers resent leasing their land to flowegrowers

Table 4.22 shows that 84 (81.55%) respondentshattfarmers resented leasing their land
to flower farmers. Out of 39 farmers interviewed (B6.67 %) farmers complained that

they were forced to lease their land, while 8 (%) 7elt that the payment they received
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through the district finance office paid per heetaras very small and was not enough to
start something else. 5 (4.85%) farmers stronghpplained that they did not get a chance
for discussion and their views on the issue waplimndermined by the district office. So
the whole business of land leasing did not considerinterests of the majority of local
farmers except fulfilling the wish and keen intere$ district officials for the better
development of the area they are responsible fachwtould have also looked for some

balancing mechanisms without eclipsing both issues.

Farmer’'s resentment, however, is not only on theudsof forced land lease and
displacement. It is also on the issue timat multitude of flower farms except very few so

far have not benefited the local community.

Worknieh, a land owner adjacent to the Menageshaell farm said that,The amount of

money flower farmers pay for lease does not las ivhere as my farmland feeds me for
the rest of my life. These flower farms benefinathing; at least they were expected to
provide employment opportunity. Only a few membéur community got employed. As

for the rest we do not know where they came from”.

In this connection, one may raise the case oKtreayuwho live around the Awash River
in the Fantalle district in the Oromia Regionalt&tdn a discussion held on Famine and
Drought, a speaker from the Karrayu was of the iopirthat the Karrayu was displaced
from around the Awash River by the Awash NationarkPand the Methara Sugar
Factory.“They were displaced without compensatioom their grazing lands; theirs by
right and by necessity have now been sequesteredafming activities”(Pastoral

Forum,Ethiopia,2003:62)}He bitterly complained about the Sugar Factorytaed\ational
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Park from which the people have so far not bergfitdhe Karrayu who suffered for over
five decades, because of drought, famine and displant and reduced in number was
only planned for recently through sufficient watmpply for human and livestock and

irrigation for sedentarisation purposes by the QeoRegional State.

Table 4.22: Farmers resent leasing their lantb flower growers

Resented Respondents
Menagesha| SadampBirbirs | Tullu Flower | District. land District %
-Gino a Siba | Harbu | farmers | admin. investment
officers. officers

Yes 14 12 17 19 18 2 2 84(81.55%)
No - - 3 1 14 - - 18(17.48%

I don't know | - - 1 - - - - 1(0.97%
Total 14 12 21 20 32 2 2 103 (100%)

SourceField Data

4.2.18: Farmers given no advice how to use the meynthey got from land leasing to
continue their future livelihood

Table 4.23 shows that 56 (78.87%) respondentgHattno local government structure or
any public organization had advised local farmens ko continue their livelihood with the
money they received from land lease. During anrwee with farmers, they clearly
indicated that however it was small or big theyerelvad had that amount of cash at one
moment in their lives. They confirmed that whatythl®evned was in kind in crops and
domestic animals and had the experience and kngeladw to handle it but their sudden
entry to doing so many things in cash had ruinedyrtgomes and commented that they

would have been planned for and supported (Heyia @nd etc.).
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Table 4.23: Farmers given no advice how to e@she money they got from land

leasing to continue their future livelihood

Advice Resdents
received | Menagesha] SadmapBirbirsa | Tullu | District .land | District %

-Geno | Siba Harbu | .admin. investment

officers officers.

Yes 2 1 3 - 1 1 8(11.27%)
No 11 9 16 18 1 1 56 (78.87%)
I don't 1 2 2 2 - - 7 (9.86%)
know
Total 14 12 21 19 2 2 71 (100%)

Source Field Data

4. 2.19: Farmer’s status of life after land leasig with reasons

Table 4.24, shows that 8 (7.77%) respondentdHattfarmers who made land lease have
benefited while 63(61.16%) respondents confirm &snwho were made to lease land to
flower farms have not benefited. In the same d#2&31.10 %) respondents indicate that to
the worse some farmers who leased land have tyraeckr due to loss of farm plots or
also probably because of lack of knowledge andeeepce how to handle and use ready
cash that they have not owned before. It is adtomgsthat no one bothered to render
advice to these farmers how they could continue tbeure livelihood after sudden loss of
their farm plots with out their plan. It can be ded that rural cash hungry farmers with no
prior knowledge and experience in handling readshcand putting it into some income
generating activities could easily be ruined withishort period according to the responses
of responding farmers which for sure happened @miesocations particularly Birbirsa Siba

and Tullu Harbu which already were impoverishe@amue to high land fragmentation.
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Such happenings are not uncommon in the historfard holding issues and peasants.
History confirms that”Prior to 1974, the Tendaho Cotton Plantation esstid#d by
Mitchel Cotts, a British Firm and the Wonji Sugatafation managed by a Dutch
Company with no compensation and provision for Il people through concession
occupied large tracts of traditional land of theaAfand the Arsi which significantly
affected traditional migration patterns for grazimgnd water” (Land Reform in Ethiopia,
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/)However, the whole thing is not the issue of givaway peasant
land in concession or lease for developmental ptejehich is useful for the development
and growth of a country. But, the issue of condsrmvhat provision is planned for the
evicted communities to carry on their already fiadivelihood with out further support
who could easily slide into abject poverty, devel@mt generating negative impact on

those for whom it is planned and executed.

Table 4. 24: Farmer’s status of life after land lasing with reasons

Respondents

Reasons Menagesha  SadanjoBirbirsa | Tullu Flower District land District investment | %

Geno Siba Harbu | farmers | admin. officers | officers
Benefited | - 1 7 - - 8 (7.77 %)
Not 11 10 12 11 15 2 2 63 (61.16 %)
benefited
Turned 2 3 8 9 10 - - 32 (31.10%
poorer
Total 12 13 21 20 32 2 2 103 (100%

Source: Field Data
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4.2.20: Issues on local resources which could geatg complaints that can cause
disagreement between the local community and flowegrowers

Data of Table 4.25 confirm that70 (67.96%) respoitsiéelt there are some complaints of
farmers against flower farmers mainly related twdland water issues in the locality while
33(32.04 %) respondents are of the opinion thatettzge nothing that could generate
complaints leading to disagreements. One major tantpis that flower farmers had
conspired with the district office to take farmefi@'m plots with cheap lease price with out
the agreement of local farmers. They have fencg@tadt plots of land not included in the
lease agreement in knowledge of some ld¢abele members and local intermediaries.
They have blocked existing foot path and tracksifmy the local people to walk longer
around flower farms. They have fenced existingrgggiand blocked running water there
by creating water shortage for the local commusitiehey have not fulfilled some of the
promises told by thalistrict office what flower farmers will carry outlated to local
development to improve the life of the local popiola particularly related to water and
road except very few (Girma and Tesfaye etc.).S® @n infer that the existence of such
issues add fuel to the already hoarded resentnfefarmers creating more ground for

complaints.

Although such complaint are true in the vicinitddMenagesha and Holeta and else where
in sharing of scarce local resources, in the afdacal development, an asphalt road and
high school were built in the town of Holeta by dil@ver farm investor ( Ethio-Agri-
CEFT PIc:2008). In Zeway in Oromia, where there&fwer farms with an employee of
8000, a flower farm investor, owner of Sher Eth#&opi,” has constructed a stadium with

half million USD and granted it to the communitythwR5,000 USD as a donation. In
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addition, he has also built a hospital with a cayaof treating140 inpatients and a school,

which is now teaching 1,700 kids of low income lasfor free, (AfricaNews:2008).

Although flower farms in their localities are expsst to support local development,
“Flower companies with silver certification to attahe third and highest category, gold,
are required to meet additional requirementsamely..”contribution towards community

development programs and engagement in environmeotservation scheme$£pPA:

2011).

Table 4.25: Issues on local resources that coulémerate complaints that can cause
disagreement between the local community and flowegrowers

Respondents
Description | Menagesha SadamdBirbirsa | Tullu Flower | District Land | District %
-Geno | Siba Harbu | farmers | Admin. investment
officers officers
Yes 9 9 16 15 17 2 2 70 (67.96%)
No 5 3 5 5 15 - - 33(32.04 %)
Total 14 12 21 20 32 2 2 103 (100 %)

Source: Field Data
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5. Summary, Conclusioasd Recommendations

5.1. Summary:

The history of the establishment of the flora irntdpgoes back to the late 1800’s where
flowers were grown on a large scale on the vastesistates. Like many other industries,
it’s growth and development is connected with #@hhological, economic, marketization
and socio-cultural advancement of the developeddw®raditional production centers
were the developed worlds (Western Europe withdapa North America) who were
both major producers and consumers. In Europd\étkeerlands spearheaded production
and flower marketing over many decades which tkd@gs concentrate more on the flower
market, the flowers being from developing countliles Colombia, Ecuador, Kenya,

Ethiopia India, Israel, South Africa, Australidhdiland, Malaysia ,New Zealand and etc.

Ethiopia’s entry of the flora industry is a recphenomenon of the 1990s which parallel to
the positive economic growth of the flora industrgs able to attract flower growers into
the country through its favorable and attractiaelé and investment policies. It seems that
it's attractive trade and investment policies; togecal suitability and peaceful conditions
pulled some flower farmers from neighboring Kenyeowvere already under pressure due

to various factors and many others in the flowadérfrom else where to the country.

Out of the more than 88 flower farms in the countngre than 21 flower farms are located
to the west of Addis Ababa at about 30-40 kilongterthe vicinity of Menagesha and
Holeta close to each other in locations. Most amazipied by these flower farms that
removed some indigenous natural forest cover apticeitee plantations also cover some

local farmer’s farm plots. In the study made, thajority of farmers are not happy about
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this situation. They strongly resent and compla@t they were pressurized to make land
lease through the local district office without ith&ish and will. Findings indicate that
processes and procedures used to approach farmeliscuss about the issue and how
conditions were handled later was not positivendparent and inclusive of farmers.
Further more, some farmers were displaced agaiest will and no accommodation was
planned at all to prevent them from sliding intovg@xy which is the intention of overall

positive growth and planned development includhgestablishment of flower farms.

Further more, despite their over all positive ecoimoimpacts, flower farms generated new
local problems that became source of complaint$ocdl farmers. Data indicates that
flower farms have blocked and fenced existing veatgurces formerly used by the local
community; they have blocked tracks and foot pathifig people to walk longer and some
have taken land adjacent to their farms not foryriakhsed to them. At some locations, they
have also destroyed sustained natural mixed far@ger and exotic tree plantations in

many ways beneficial to the local community.

5.2. Conclusion:

Despite its positive economic impacts, the negatoresequences of the flora industry have
occurred in many developing countries. Consequertfests effects on the natural
environment and the eco-system, existence of hamardonditions for worker’s health due
to the use of pesticides and others chemicals ums#te green house and legalized land
grabbing in the context of some developing coustoa the pretext for development are
not uncommon. Ethiopia exhibits similar traits add not stand alone from other

developing countries when it comes to the lucrabwsiness of the flora industry. All
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countries where there are extensive flower farmsehtheir own requirements and

regulations but display weaknesses in their implaatens.

In the whole scenario, the majority of farmershe study area are aware of their problems
why they do not want to part with their farm ploEsom life experiences, they know what
they are able to do and what not. Their experiamkknowledge is geared to the farming
occupation. Out side what they have not done, tieye no confidence on occupations
they have not tried. Over the money from the larabsé, they have no confidence how to
handle and put it into some income generating iiesv Physically, mentally and
psychologically, they do not view it as the plotlahd they owned for years through out
their lives which they know does not disappear owght. So whether one believes or not,
there is a strong physical, psychological, ment&lcament and economic tie with their

farm plots.

In the current situation, all the concerned fasrae helpless. The majority were not part
of the decision made by the district concerned tiféecmers strongly resent and feel that
they were forced to lease their plots and soméeif members displaced with out their
will. Further more, no agency took the pain to mpkeper provisions and plan for all
affected- how they can put the money from the la@ade into some income generating
activities so that they do not quickly slide intaverty which is the intention of overall

positive growth and planned development.

5.3 Recommendations:

Based on the conditions occurred in the vicinityyenagesha and Holeta, concerning the

establishment of flower farms, this study doesatt@mpt to indicate only the black side of
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the whole scenario and denounce the positive growthe flora industry of the study area.
But it is an indicative of existence of problemsh® handled to minimize troubles and
hardships faced by local farmers in the name okldgment as establishment of flower
farms or any other development projects will coméinn adjacent locations or else where
within the country. So, development because ofoligectives has to be fair to people
through thoroughly planned means and people shewpgort and stand for development
for mutual benefits. But this can only happen ipasitive way if there is a balanced and
fair deal with the whole scenario on the side aflsthwho work with local communities in

related areas. In respect of this, the followingbramendation is made.

5.3.1 Revise existing investment guide based octiped field experiences supported by

evaluation studies and deploy knowledgeatiilled and dedicated human resource

for clean implementation.

5.3.2.Carefully study the details of the area th@resumed to be leased from existing

authentic government documents. Makeatsgkfield visits and clear if there are

doubts of ownerships and boundaries tfaibeand legal. Make also a study if there

are better alternatives in the localitsttdoes not displace many farmers, affect local

shared resources like running waterngpriand cause large damage to the

ecosystems forming parts of peoplesslifpport system.

5.3.3 Plan suitable processes and procedures sadpay legal guides how to implement
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development projects that affect peoplesburce ownership and holding.

5.3.4 Plan correct and suitable processes andguoee how to approach, handle

and how to deal with the local communitgldarmers who are going to be

affected.

5.3.5Approach the community through their own leadehom the community has a

respect for because of one or anothepretisbe fair to the whole scenario.

5.3.6 In approaching the local population, exprasssage in a clear and transparent

manner and avoid commanding attitudeitidicates enforcement and tend to

create hatred and resentment in people.

5.3.7 Allow all those concerned to have a say. Namgagonize. Ask for suggestions

that appeals to every body’s conscience.

5.3.8.Explain processes and procedures in a tregrspaay how things are done after a

decision reached.

5.3.9 Ask the community to set up a committee tm¥oup implementation on decision

reached on behave of the community totereanfidence and minimize mistrust.

5.3.10 Never promise what one cannot do laterfersbke of obtaining positive say from

the community.
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5.3.11Make a good practical provision and plamfiembers of the community/farmers

who are to be displaced/ affected andagxgame in details and never fail to

implement.

5.3.12 As development is for people’s ovks@cio-economic growth and development
and fair democratic governarateend to the dissatisfaction, complaints and dppea

of those alleged hurt in theqass.
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