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ABSTRACT

The study was conducted to identify practices ahdllenges in rural women through
assessments of determinant factors in Guduru Wooédaromia Regional State taking rural
women at household level of four rural kebeles, mmal town and some public sectors women
civil servants. Thus, three hundreds and two rwainen replied their responses based on
designed questionnaires as the sample for the .sfudiyuctured interview schedule was used to
collect the data from the woreda administrative aadeda women and children affairs office.
Focus group discussion was also conducted takinge sgite peoples, elders, religious leaders
and civil servant found at kebele levels. The dates analyzed by using both descriptive

statistics and econometric analysis methods bygusimary regression

The empowerment level of rural women through takmige most important indicators was
(78.8) percent of the respondent confirms that still ruvamen empowerment was low at the
study area. Lack of information access, low pgrétion of rural women in social affairs and
their own matter, lack of freedom of mobility ansblence against rural women were the major
problems of rural women empowerment at the studg.aPoor economic condition of the rural
women and lack of law enforcement on gender indiyuad well as lack of enthusiasm of policy
makers to mitigate harmful traditional act on rusabmen, low level of rural women
participation in decision making position incladilack of access to asset and control over

economic resources were the major reasons fordgel in empowerment of rural women.

It is a fact that any political, economic and sbaigtivity that doesn’t involve and benefit women
cannot be fruitful because such an activity is Has® half the society. Though women’s rights
to equal participation and benefits, with men, tée’ seen separately from the overall economic
and political progress in society, it is an esttidd fact that women’s rights need special
attention in the change process. Therefore, thaysttrongly recommends the decision makers
to ensure adequate awareness regarding the impor&maeal women’s active participation in
the development democratization and peace agendganing forum with a view of
encouraging rural women’s participation and engutimt women’s rights as emplaced in the

Constitution, the family code and other provisions.
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CHAPTER ONE

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1. Background of the Study

Empowerment is the process of enabling or authagizin individual to think, behaves, take
action and control work in an autonomous way tete@ntrol of one's own destiny. It includes
both control over resources (Physical, Human, let&lal and Financial) and over Ideology
(Belief, values and attitudes) (Batliwala, 1994 fdfore, individuals become empowered when
they obtain, the right to determine choices in Bfied to influence the direction of change,

through the ability to gain control over materinalanon-material resources (Rowlands, 1997).

Moreover, empowerment is about gaining power aberty, it is the ability or capacity to act,
the strength and influence to accomplish a comnamneunity and citizenship duty. It is the
vital energy to make choice and decisions to owvercaleeply embedded practices and to
cultivate higher, more effective ones (BT Costardin2005). Hence, empowerment in general
and women’s empowerment in particular involvesmaprovement in women’s ability to manage
their own lives. This is obtained through increaaedess to key resources and activities. It is the
activities improving the ability of women to acceake constituents of development in particular
health, education, earnings opportunities, rigits] political participation(World Bank:2001)

The definition described above clearly indicatest, empowerment is a process of awareness
and capacity building which leads to greater pguditon and greater decision making power
and point to the conclusion that it is necessarytmr as whole and marginalized women to the
specific to improve their situation. The proces&woipowering women will improve their ability

to manage their lives in all aspects. This improaedity to manage their own lives entails an
expansion of women’s opportunities in socio-ecormmnd also equal opportunities in
comparison with men. Therefore, empowerment of womenothing but strengthening of their
innate vitality which should enable the women avugr of women to realize their full identity

and power in all spheres of life and also equatinearin development process.

The major or key means of empowerment factors gmelitical empowerment, legal

empowerment, social empowerment, cultural empowetraed economic empowerment and of

1



all these, economic empowerment for the womenesihjor one. Specifically, the major factors
affecting the rural women empowerment were acagdand, independent earning, community
participation, decision making and self-confidenEarther education and social participation,

also affect the empowerment of rural women (Bhanatma G.U; 2005)

Taking into consideration all the reality discussdmbve, the Federal government of Ethiopia
also has put its commitment towards various polityprovements to enhance economic,
political, social and legal empowerments of womErom the political view point, the policy
improvements to realize women empowerment inclygtesence of National Women Policy,
presence of women'’s reserved seat in the parlignpgasence of Women Affairs Office at
regional and sector levels, presence of differeomen associations, commitment of the

government to reform the civil service by mainstnésy gender at all levels

In relation to legal empowermentgvised legislative reform were made that has phvéor
empowering women and girls and safeguarding thehts .Moreover, ratification of
international conventions on women rights like Gamtions on the Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW, Women’s Riglteotocol on Harmful Traditional
Practices (HTP), the Beijing Platform for Actiondawmthers as well as presence of strong
criminal laws for cases of violation against womamd girls (Ministry of Women’s Affairs
Annual Report, 2007) .

In economic empowerment of women, the major aetwicarried out by the government in the
past two decades includes : promoting women’s @péiion in developing economic policies
and managing the economy, enhance rural womenal egaess to and control over productive
resources and services (land, oxen, extensionjtciadorder to make them food secure and
come out of the poverty trap, improve the LivesPastoral Women, Enhance urban women's
and disabled women'’s access to and control ovaragiz resources and services (land, credit,
employment, training), reduce women’s workload gdvide special social and economic
safety and security to poor urban and rural as agldisabled women which is important in
gender sensitive poverty reduction strategy arengmevised and implemented core activities

in economic policy of the country.




From the social view point, the government has beade a notable achievements in the past
two decades in realizing women empowerment relatetivities like educating girls to
translates into better conditions for the whole dehwold, in terms of better health, nutrition and
education for the family. An educated woman is mikely to delay marriage, practice family
planning resulting in a smaller family size, moxaitable food for the family, and resources to
educate the children. Investing in girls' educativerefore has high social and economic returns

and is instrumental in achieving sustainable deyeknt and economic growth.

Being part and parcel of the country, the Oromisidtal Regional State has made a number of
efforts towards effective and smooth implementatbrthese political, social and economic as
well as legal related empowerment of women inclgdimternational conventions and
constitution too, though some changes were fountetdifficult to address the deep rooted
women’s problems as needed to be. Therefore,rédsisarch proposal titled as practice and
challenges for rural women empowerment in Oromigi®eal State at Guduru woreda is
projected to identify the factors affecting theimgowerment and to propose the policy
intervention necessary to curb the problems forpgbkcy makers and other concerned bodies
like stakeholders in the area.

1.2. Statement of the Problem

Women empowerment can be viewed as a means ofngeasocial environment in which one
can take decision and make choices either indiViglea collectively for social transformation.

It strengthens their innate ability by way of aeqg knowledge, power and experience. Having
the deep insight of this realities, the governnedriEthiopia recognized that the empowerment of
Ethiopian women would not only go a long way tongriabout socio-economic development,
but is in fact the pre condition, and indispensata&lysts for sustainable development, good
governance and achieving the MDG agenda. To thectefmuch progress has been made in
addressing gender equality and empowering womewoudfr continued and enhanced
implementation of the policies and strategies thate a significant difference over the past 20

years.

Among the major government policies on gender thiee:1995 FDRE Constitution in its Article

35 (3) that took a historic measure on gender @gual a country where history vexed with




traditions and religious matters made women toesudtie to their sex. In addition, the revised
Federal Family Code enacted on 4 July 2000 (Prb@/2D00) deals with equality between sexes
in their interaction concerning marriage relateshiess, Labor and Public Service proclamations
(Labor Law: Proclamation 377/2003: Art. 87) in whino sex-based discrimination and female
candidates are given preferential treatment to fdtancies (Public Servants Proclamation
262/2002: Art. 13); Widows and widowers have beérermg equal status in pensions (Proc.
190/99) by amending Article 4 of the Public serviaw of the 1962 that discriminated women
concerning pension. The other policy amendment emdgr and related issues are land use
administration laws (Art. 5 and 10 of Proc. 89/@nsured equal rights of women in respect to
the use, administration and control of land witBpet to transferring and bequeathing holding
rights. Finally, there was the Laws on Violence iagia Women enforced since July 2004
harmful traditional practices (HTP) are penalizéae;l female genital mutilation, rape, sexual

abuses, abduction and other have merited tougltegraver penalties. .

It is believed that women’s empowerment play alvitde in empowering and enhancing the
decision- making capacity of womerttifiopia: 2010 Millennium Development Goals Report).
While much progress has been made still addressomgen empowerment remain the most
challenging one in socio-economic aspects. Theb&Ild&Gender Gap Report (2010) ranks
Ethiopia as 121 among 134 countries in terms of tfagnitude and scope of gender-based
disparities. Prevailing social attitudes favor nbeys over women/girls with regards to food,
health care and education while leaving womenigith limited opportunities for participation
in formal sector employment Therefore, in the aredsboth social and the economic

empowerment, women in Ethiopia are systematicaigadl/antaged relative to men.

In addition, according to the 2007 national censess than half (42.7 percent) of the population
of Ethiopia were literate. The proportions of lggx persons by sex show the existence of wider
gap between sexes. Slightly more than half or f@ient of male were literate while the
proportion of literate females (34.6 percent) wassléss than their male counter parts. Though
large steps have been made in closing the gengelingarimary education, the gender gap

remains with marked rural /urban and regional égsancy. Disparities increases at the levels of




higher, secondary and especially, at tertiary etilmcawhere only 24% of students are female

(Ethiopia: 2010 Millennium Development Goals Report)

In the area of the economic empowerment of womehiofia is largely a rural economy in
which the GDP is primary based on agricultural jpietd in which 84% of the populations reside
in rural area. Sex-disaggregated indicators relatedeconomic empowerment show that
Ethiopian women often lack access to productiveetasand business development services
including micro finance; only insignificant numbeod women are landholders, while their
landholdings are not usually prime fertile land &k number of women working in agriculture
has been able to access credit to boost productMmen with no independent means of
supporting themselves are less likely to leaveevibrelationships: those who do may end up

trafficked or in commercial sex work and thereferposed to greater levels of violence.

Despite the fact that there was a significant ilmprments in relation to political and leadership
empowerment comparing with the previous electiomsiod, still the level of women’s
representation in the federal parliament is loyrioportion to the total number of women in the
country. In the first parliament (1995 electiony, Wwomen (2.74%) were represented out of 547
seats while in the second parliament (2000 elecaoound 42 (7.7%) of the elected members of
the parliament were women. In the third parliam@005-2010), the number of women holding
seats rose to 117 (22%). During the third electibe, government had strived to increase the
number of women legislators to 30-50% of the hotls®ugh different measures. The number of
seats held by women in the House of Federatiombasreached 21 (18.75%thiopia: 2010

Millennium Development Goals Report).

Apart from the political empowerment of women, trag women on leadership is the major
mechanism undertaken to strengthen women'’s capiacdgcision making .In this regard, they
are still largely underrepresented in decision-mgkbositions at all levels. They have also not
made major progress in attaining political powerdgislative bodies. Findings of the current
status of women in the political and public deaisimaking positions indicate that: the
constitutional commitment of the government to graffirmative Action has not been translated
into concrete action at all levels; the numberlet®d women representatives is still low; more

and more women are engaged in formal employmentataiunderrepresented in middle and




higher management positions; and the number of woleaders and decision makers at the

various level of the decentralized government stimecis still very low.

This study therefore, intends to find out the dhadles and practices on rural women
empowerment in Oromia regional state particulanythe study areas and to recommend the
solution for identified problems .To this effedigtstudy is proposed to answer the following key
research questions.
1. To what extent the women in the study area are erapd?
2. What are the factors affecting women empowermetiteagrass root level particularly in
the study areas?
3. What are the major challenges in empowering woneeioseconomic aspects?
4. What policy intervention needs to be proposed susnwomen empowerment in the
rural area?
1.3. Objective of the Study

The general objective of the study was to investigaactices and challenges of rural women
empowerments in the study area. To this end, teeifspobjectives were:

1. To identify the current status of rural women demi making power

2. To identify the factors affecting rural women empgoment in the study area
3. To identify the most determinant factor affectingal women empowerment
4

To identify policy interventions to facilitate mlrwomen empowerment

1.4. Significance of the Study

Most of the earlier studies have concentrated areldpment of rural women, of late there is a
shift from development to empowerment of women,necoically through income generating
activities. Socially through accessing differentiab services and politically improving their
decision making capacity through participating iffedent leadership development activities.
The present study was likely to provide valuabléonmation to the government and

nongovernment agencies about the extent of emposveraf the rural women.

The output of this research was to identify the anayomen’s empowering and sustainable

livelihood factors in socio-economic and culturattors and come up with possible remedies for




those problems. It also aims to find out the iraéign of success factors in empowerment that

leads to sustainable livelihood in rural womernfs.li

Further, this study is initiated to generate andl smime information to the existing knowledge of
socio-economic factors that have contributions @npowering women and sustainable
livelihood. The findings of this research would yidee multipurpose information to different
users, including practitioners in donors, policgrpiers, academicians and the public at large. To
the specific, women’s empowerment promoters ancldewment policy makers could use the
findings of this study to improve women’s partidipa in all aspects as well as to justify
investment in the sector. In addition, it raisessjions for further research and study.

1.5. Limitation of the Study

It was a single student investigation, which plabkestations on time, resourcesc., which
obviously lead to the purposive selection of theale of the study. The study was expressed in
opinions of the respondents, which may not be fire their individual perception and bias in
spite of the researcher’s efforts to get them gsatibely as possibl&he study was proposed to
deal with specific woreda among the total woredantbin the region. Hence, it may not a
representative of other woredas. Further, finaneatl time constraints will compel the
researcher to limit the sample size and the scébpeeoresearch. Therefore, generalization may
not free from the limitation. The research alsaues only on women found in the study area. It
also restricts itself to assess a few empowermmtitators, particularly changes in economic

decision-making, community participation and sopiasition.

1.6. Delimitation of the study

The study was limited to one Woreda with 31 rurabKles and three rural town located in the
Woreda found 280 kilometers from finfinnee and @0rketers from the zonal administration of
that woreda. It will limit upcoming of some impantawomen empowerment issues existing in
other Woredas of the zone and region. Neverthetess,study will hopefully give insight to

women empowerment aspect in rural area of OromgdRal State.




CHAPTER TWO
2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

2.1. Concept of empowerment

The concept of empowerment was the outcome of gkweportant critiques and debates
generated by women’s movement throughout the wanhd] particularly in the Third World
(Wickramasinghe, 2000).

The term empowerment is used to refer to selfnekaand self-respect in order to enable each
person reach his/her God given potential (Chestah kuhn, 2002). According to Rowlands
(1995), the definition of empowerment is bringingople on the outside of a decision process
into it. It is also considered as the ability totasb an income that enables participation in
economic decision-making. Individuals become empedeavhen they obtain the right to control

over material and non-material resources to deterrcihoices in their life.

Staples (1990) defined the term empowerment as sn@ro gain power (b) to develop power;

to take or seize power; (c) to facilitate or engimever and (d) to give or grant or permit power.

Sen (1997) based on a case study in India, strassednportance of empowerment of an
individual in order to gain control over assetscéing to her, empowerment is about change
in favour of those who previously exercised littlentrol over their lives. This change has two
components, the first is control over resourcesaffcial, physical and human) and the second is
control over ideology belief, values and attitud&he concluded that government, non-
government organizations (NGOs) and other instinggido not empower people, but people
empower themselves. But, through policies and astigovernment can either create a

supportive environment

Sudharaniet al. (2000) defined empowerment as the process of citailg existing power
relations and gaining greater control over the sesiof power. Empowerment is a process of
awareness and capacity building leading to grepseticipation to greater decision making

power and control to transformative action




Dr. K. Lalitha et.al.(2011)Empowerment can be viewed as a means of creatisgcal
environment in which one can take decisions andencabices either individually or collectively
for social transformation. It strengthens one'satanability by way of acquiring knowledge
power and experience. Empowerment is a multi-dinoea$ social process that helps people
gain control over their own lives, communities amdheir society, by acting on issues that they
define as important.

BT Costantinog2005). Empowerment is about gainirgpwer and liberty, it is thefaculty or
capacity to act, the strength and potency to accomplish a common community and citizenship
duty. It is the vital energy to make choice andislens to overcome deeply embedded practices
and to cultivate higher, more effective ones. Emgoment, the feeling of security, and
guidance, brings about true wisdom which in turndmees the spark or catalyst to release and
direct power. Tandley Omprakash Sridevi (2005) aixg the term ‘empowerment’ as a process
by which the disempowered individuals and groupa ga& power to control their lives and the

ability to make strategic life choices.

From the above reviews, it is very clearly revedlest empowerment is a process of awareness
and capacity building which leads to greater pguditton and greater decision making power. It
also revealed that empowerment is considered aslhfi¢y to obtain an income that enables
participation in economic decision-making and gagnpower and liberty to enhance the capacity
in political participation. Moreover, it indicatéisat empowerment is a multi-dimensional social
process that helps people gain control over their ives, communities and in their society, by
acting on issues that they define as important.

2.2. Importance of Rural Women Empowerment

G.U,.Bharathamma (2005)analyzed the women empowerment with the correspgniévels of
discrimination and effectiveness of decision-makygvomen in different rural enterprises and
concluded that the female headed households wieretieé in taking decision in respect of work
mobility, schooling, health care, asset creationpleyment generation and social participation
in low social status households. The informal empaoment was wide spread through women
earning members, their decisions were subjectedrious degrees of discrimination by males.




Ministry of Women’s Affairs (2006). Gender inequgliis deep-rooted in social, economic,
cultural and political structures and thus closekgrtwined with every development challenge
ranging from the elimination of poverty to the pmtion of peace and democracy. In other
words, countries will not be able to combat povednyd the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and ensure

sustained development without a deliberate attémptvercome gender inequality.

G.U,.Bharathamma (2005also revealed that empowerment of women is nothing
strengthening of their innate vitality which showddable the women or group of women to
realize their full identity and power in all spheref life and also equal partner in development

process.

Manisha Desai, (2010).Empowerment is about mohtjzyrassroots women, encouraging their
participation and giving them voice in predetermingevelopment strategies without giving
them the power to challenge existing narrativedeMelopment and to articulate new alternatives

G. S. Ogato et.al (200&mpowering rural women through improved accessetp roductive
resources and agricultural services is the righticeh for developing countries like Ethiopia
where rural women’s contribution to agriculturabguction and food security is quite immense.
Hemantha (2001) citied in .GS. Ogato et.al (2009that empowering women has
comprehensively given the parameters of empowerofembmen as follows,
» Enhance self-esteem and self-confidence in women.
» Build a positive image of women by recognizing theontribution to the society and
economy.
» Develop in them an ability to think critically.
» Faster decision-making action through collectivecpss.
» Enable women to make informed choices in areasglikecation, employment and health
especially reproductive health.
* Ensure equal participation in development process.

* Provide information, knowledge and skill for ecoriomdependence.
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- Enhance access to legal literacy and informatitated to their rights and entitlements in
the society with a view to enhance their partiggain all areas.
From the above reviews, it is very clearly reveatbdt rural women empowerment has
paramount importance in taking decision in resgéctvork mobility, schooling, health care,
asset creation, employment generation and soaiatipation in low social status households. In
addition to this, it helps women to enhance theif-asteem and self-confidence and ensure

equal participation in all development process

2.3. Factors affecting empowerment of rural women

G. S. Ogato et.al (2006learly revealed that the major factors affecting émpowerment were
access to land, independent earning, communityicgEation, decision making and self-
confidence. Further education and social partimpatalso affect the empowerment of rural

women

Manisha Desai, (2010).Most measures like the GeBdgrowerment Measure (GEM) focus on
a few indicators at the aggregate level and agtualbasure gender equality rather than
empowerment. GEM is essentially a measure of thnekcators: control over economic

resources, measured by men and women’s earned eén@mranomic participation and decision
making, measured by women and men’s share of aslrative, professional, managerial, and
technical positions; and political participationdadecision making, measured by male and

female share of parliamentary seats.

UNFPA (2008).Until recently, variables such as education andleympent were commonly
used to capture empowerment and other related ptsxsach as women’s autonomy and status.
Their use is justified by the fact that they hawmorsg positive correlation with the direct
empowerment indicators. A woman’s level of educgtiber employment status, particularly
employment for cash, and media exposure are expéxiee positively related to empowerment.
Women who are educated, employed, and exposec tmédia are likely to be better equipped
with the information and the means needed to fonagiffectively in the modern world. Together
these factors are expected to influence women’sratit abilities as well as their attitudes on

gender roles.

11



Taking the perspective of people in householdssdfnian (1992) citied in Nazrul Islagt al
(2010) argues that they potentially have accesthriee kinds of powersocial, political and
psychological. ,Social powef requires ,access to certain “bases” of househmdyxction such
as information, knowledge and skills, participatiom social organizations, and financial
resources. This form of empowerment therefore includes keyuess of social capital, which

has been identified as an essential element cdisasie rural community development.

The concept of women’s empowerment splits intoglemponents, each measured separately:
Inter-spouse consultation index, which seeks toessmt the extent to which husbands consult
their wives in household affairs; individual automp index which represents womers self-
reported autonomy of physical movement outsidehiligse and in matters of spending money;
and the authority index, which reports on actuaisien-making power (which is traditionally in
the hands of the patriarch of the family). Complralomponents of empowerment are included
in the eight indicators also like mobility, econa@nsecurity, ability to make small purchases,
ability to make larger purchases, involvement injanalecisions, relative freedom from
domination by the family, political and legal awaess, and involvement in political

campaigning and protests.

P. Murugesan, and D. Namasivayam(2012). Recentriexgges have shown a strong link
between education and empowerment, literacy leaald nature of education, employment
access and productive earnings of female from Agtice, non-agriculture are the concerns
regarding women empowerment. Income plays a pesititerventionist role in creating gender
equality, or acts as an agent of basic changearstatus of women. Women'’s low status and
subordination is ascribed to their lack of educstimw economic status, lack of access to
resources and low decision making power expresgedany as having no voice.

From the above reviews ,the determinate factorarmhen empowerment are summarized as
Education , health, Land ownership , Ownershiptbeépassets (other than land) , Control over
income contributed by her to the family, Controkothe income of the family, Savings ,Access

to credit ,Social participation ,Cash income earimeth income generating activities, community
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participation, decision making and self-confidengmlitical participation and decision making,

measured by female share of parliamentary seats.—et

2.4. Constraints Experienced by Rural Women

Bharathamma G.U (2005) stated that rural womenfacig personal problems like lack of
education, lack of freedom to take decision, overdbned with responsibility of performing

both household and economic activities, lack ofaauobility and insufficient loans.

PitamberS.et.al (2004). The most critical problem facing th@men empowerment in Ethiopia
is that of inadequateapacity at different levels as reflected in the techniaacity of the staff,
outdated methodologies, approaches and tools togieo gender mainstreaming, adequate
information exchange and knowledge sharing, as aglhadequate equipment and information

technologyTrainingand updating of knowledge and skills is among tiitecal constraint.

Farida Shaheed (2009) lists some challenges in wenempowerments a§imply ensuring

numbers as provided for in the MDGs indicator, does notrgagee progress on gender equality
and women’s empowerment as called for in the Riatfdn some countries, the House of
Representatives raised the quota of women’s repiesen in political parties to 35 percent,
even though no party had managed to fulfill thevignes 30 percent quota for women in the
parliamentary elections. Women still make up omw Ipercent of the House and in regional

legislatures.

The other constraints aseipporting women as rights claimantsAll out efforts are required to
ensure that women are supported to be rights ctasn@he basic approach cannot be piecemeal,
increasing women’s decision-making and hence pdvesrto been seen as a comprehensive
agenda. Not only must women exercise free choicédeciding amongst available options,
women must be supported to formulate the choicas dkist. In this efforts must be made to
address the sources of legitimization used tofjustie existing disempowering structures of
power. In planning measures for women’s empowernteig important to realise that a
relaxation or redefinition of the gender rules measpect of life does not transfer automatically

to another. For example, a woman may be able takbpzevious rules in order to earn a
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livelihood, but this does not at all mean that shk therefore gain the right to socialize with

whom she wants. Unfortunately there are no easyieob.

The formidable barrier of culture & threatened or actual violence .Various civil society
review on women in politics and decision-makingAisia Pacific concluded that progress was
impeded by both institutional and cultural barriszsvomen’s participation. The persistence of
male dominated social structures and socializajiwacesses seriously impede women’s
meaningful participation in political and decisioraking processes. Party politics and electoral
systems are generally biased against women. Woroatinoe to be assigned traditional
domestic roles confined to the household, and nsodtlpolitical leadership and participation
continue to privilege masculine traits while femiaiqualities are deemed unsuitable for political

leadership.

Tradition, culture and religion are used to keep women disempowered. Women are toad
believe that changing their lives and gender-ridesontradictory to the values and precepts of
their traditions, culture or religion. Women thetrss will buy into such notions. Social cultural

notions of appropriateness/inappropriateness wiltfion as gatekeepers to change.

Gender-based violencavhen women do challenge such notions, they cam Vadence, a key

mechanism of control exercised at the family anthrmoinity level. Gender-based violence —
both threatened and actual acts of gender baséehemis used to deny women rights, power
over self and access to decision-making forumdudieg but not only the formal political

processes. To eliminate all forms of violence agfamomen and girls, it is crucial that people
first reject the ‘cultural’ excuses that justify carthereby perpetuate such violence. Violent
practices in the name of culture are serious impedis to women’s power and decision-

making.

Support systems for decision-makinglt is important to identify which support mechsms,
institutions and actors women can and most fredypedcess in different environments for
which issues. Decision-making is often predicatadaocessing some support. One reason that

women decide to forego their inheritance, for exi@mis in order not to alienate their brothers
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who are perceived as the main source of suppouldtgoblems arise in their marriages. For
women to exercise decision-making requires ensuwognen’'s access to safe spaces (e.g.
shelters, meeting rooms, safe spaces) that woalbdlethem to discuss their issues and arrive at

meaningful and empowering choices.

From the above reviews, the major constraints iralrwomen empowerments are lack of
education, lack of freedom to take decision, overdbned with responsibility of performing
both household and economic activities, lack ofadanobility and insufficient loans and lack of
capacity building through training. In additiontteese, system of supporting women for decision
making, traditional culture and religious and geralesed violence are among the constraints for

their empowerments.

2.5. Ethiopian Women’s Overall Situation

Ethiopia is a country whose peoples were victimslicdct abuse and oppression due to being
subjected to an age old backward and UN democsatgtems. Obviously women, who
constitute half of the population, were victimstbis abusive and oppressive system that was
imposed on the whole population. As if the abusy #ndured as part of the population was not
enough, it is an irrefutable fact that they wersbaéxposed to serious problems due to the extra
abuses committed against them because their sex.résult of this, our country’s women have
had to endure double oppression and were exposkeijtter suffering and maltreatment when
compared to their male counterpart (Annual RepbM@VNCA, 2012).

It is known that the both male and female peopl&thiopia never gave their blessings to the
oppression and abuse imposed on them. Ethiopianewofor example waged a relentless
struggle to end the era of oppression and abuss, Whre active in the fields of peaceful as well
as armed struggles and paid immense sacrificesvés come oppression and establish a
democratic system.

After the chapter of the struggle that Ethiopiamvem waged, along with their male compatriots
to remove the dictatorial Derg regime (1974-91) wasipleted, they moved into playing a key

role in the struggle to build a new democratic aletelopmental order in our country. The
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backward production system maintained the ancigist, as backward attitude and culture.
Backward attitude, thus, it is believed that thenea’s struggle will continue until all manner of
backwardness is completely eradicated. Based snb#sic concept our county’s women have
intensified their struggle in various fields aftee downfall of Derg. They have also been able to
achieve new victories that ensure women’s partiopain all fields and their benefits. The
current situation of Ethiopian women is stateddétail, as follows (Annual Report of MOWCA,
2012).

2.6. A Good beginning

In the last 15 years of development, democracy@eate in our country; encouraging results
have been observed with regards to ensuring wombatsefits. Ethiopian women have
significantly benefited from the peace that prevail our country. Women’s equality has been
given constitutional guarantee for the first tims,their issue has merited great attention in the
federal and regional Constitutions. Based on thes@ition, the Family law was also legislated
in each region. Accordingly, a corner stone has bi&ie to enable women enjoy equal rights and
responsibilities with regard to the family. Theywkaonstitutional protection in their struggle to
get rid of customs and norms that perpetuate namrisnance and oppression (Annual Report of
MoWCA, 2012).

Women'’s participation in councils and executive ibedof the government at every level is
increasing. In the Federal and Regional coundils,tumber of women elected in tH¥ 2ound

of the nation wide polls was more than tierdund and there was a significant improvement in
the 3re round election too. Women’s seats in thdeFal Parliament have tripled in three
consecutive elections. Their participation in Dtrand Kebele Councils has also shown a
tremendous improvement. They now control abouy fiercent of the seats in four of the nine
regions(Annual Report of MOWCA, 2012)..

Commendable results are being achieved with reggadkveloping women'’s participation and
ensuring their benefits. In rural development, woisgarticipation and benefits are increasing
in various fields such as agricultural packagesvaelt as credit and cooperatives services. In
urban areas; the number of women, who are engagesmall and micro enterprises and
production firms, has shown real progress. Womeaisicipation in education and training has

also shown improvement. Among pupils who are culyest primary schools, girls make up
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45% they are 35% in secondary schools and 22.1#stitutions of higher education. Women
teachers’ role in education has also shown a sogmif growth. The number of women at the
federal and regional levels of the civil services Ishown an increase and all these facts prove

that attention is now given, in all fields, to irese women'’s participation in development.

With regard to health, promising results are adkdevn pre and post partum examination,
mothers and children’s vaccination, family planniagd reproductive health services in both
rural and urban areas. Activities regarding potalater services, infrastructure and

technological development to alleviate women’s wlodd, are also being implemented.

These positive beginnings and promising resultd &lméher be enhanced and strengthened. The
positive results register so far are only indicattitat prove change can and will be achieved.
But, they don’t actually indicate that fundamerghdnges have been made in ensuring women'’s
all round participation and benefits. It needs ¢oshid that we still have a long way to go in this

regard (Annual Report of MOWCA, 2012).

2.7. Ensuring women'’s economic, social and political paicipation and benefits requires
continuous efforts.

Though encouraging results have already been agthievdifferent fields as mentioned earlier,
we have to admit that due to the country’s ovesatinomic, social and political conditions and
the deep rooted nature of women’s problems, thexestill several challenges that need to be
addressed with relentless and focused attention.

With regard to the economic condition of rural amdan women, though their descriptions may
vary, dependence, failure to implement the righéqoal access and control of resources in the
family (as provided in the constitution) etc. Haggposed them to various challenges. In
particular, women in rural areas spend 13-18 hburslened with heavy work load. Grinding
flour fetching fire wood and water over long distas, weeding, digging and other duties are
some of the chores with which rural women are buedeon a daily basis. Moreover, they are
not beneficiaries and owners of the fruits of theark. Their right to equal power isn’t given
due recognition by the family or the communitiesytHive in. Except in Tigray and Amhara
regions, where radical land redistribution wasiedrout, their right to land ownership and use is

not guaranteed anywhere in the country. Women’sesimacredit services is also low. There are
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problems causing women not to benefit from cregtvices, that boil down to simple excuses.
Their contribution in non agricultural income gemtérg activities is very limited and there is
also a visible and real problem expressed throggbring women'’s participation in the planning

and implementation of various developmental acésit

In many ways, women are the major victims of soaflictions. Their participation and benefits
in basic health services and education have agtuat reached the desired level. Though
encouraging work is underway in spreading educatiothe rural areas, parents prefer their
daughter to stay home and assist their mothergrr#itlan go to school with the belief that girls
can achieve nothing by learning. On the other haod, availability of sufficient schools in is
also a problem. Even if schools exist, there israléncy to prevent girls from attending for fear
of violence against them if they need to walk lahgtances. Due to all these reasons, female
participation is lower than that of the male. Ewbose girls who had the opportunity go to
school won't move beyond thé®cycle due to economic problems as well as feaattsfck
when schools are at distant locations. Providing faymal education to mothers and other

women with no access to schools has also not pssgdeas desired.

Vaccination and reproductive health services fowtonen in rural areas are only at the initial
stage. The number of women, who are exposed tousetealth problems due to harmful
traditional practices, is still significant. Femalecumcision, early marriage, abduction, rape,
etc.... are causing serious health problems to woamehchildren. Due to age old, deep rooted
gender dominance, women’s rights in the econonetd fhas not been ensured. Thus, their
economic significance and benefits are minimal g the opportunities that are available
today. Women don’t get adequate credit facilitiest twould enable them to access economic
resource and increase their incomes en par with inghe past women were not provided with
training or capacity building to enable them ug&lieconomic opportunities or to be engaged in
self employed. This fact forced women in urban srem be exposed to social & economic
challenges such as unemployment and poverty. Thawazhen are benefiting from the broad
economic programs of the current government, itdeet® be said that they are still being
exposed to serious problems due to the prevaleep deoted inequality poverty and
backwardness. Thus, enabling women to become pamis in and beneficiaries from the

economic growth of the country is the most burngssye today.
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As Ethiopian women have lower participation anddsgnn the economic field, their social
condition is still lower than expected, its constamprovement not with standing. Though urban
women’s participation in education is better thiaat tof rural women, it is still lower than that of
men. Among students who join institutions of highearning women’s share is only 16.2% in
diploma, 22.5% in Degree, 9.2% in Masters Progrants6.4% in the Doctoral Degree program.
Women don't still enjoy inexpensive health servitiest would enable them to overcome various
natural and man made health risks. Though the degtive health and vaccination services are
better than in the rural areas they too have raathved a level where they can address the needs
of urban women adequately. Women in urban areasak®@ exposed to various harmful
traditions and other cultural problems. They alsweh no fore where their issues can be
identified and solutions suggestion. Thus, urbametw's participation and benefits have not
been adequately ensured yet(Annual Report of MOWZDA ).

Though both rural & urban women are participantand beneficiaries of the overall democratic
system that is already in place their politicaltiggpation in and benefits from development have

not reached the desired and expected levels.

To ensure women’s patrticipation and their benefit® crucial agenda must address their
economic, social & political needs. The agenda nbastlesigned with the participation of the
women themselves who must discuss the issues amadicioall round and organized activities to
effect their implementation. Moreover, women mustgngaged in an organized participation in
the common agenda of the communities they livdtimns through this process that both their
participation and benefits will be ensured. Togetéh this, work must be done to develop
women’s participation at different leadership levebithin their own communities. When

women’s leadership participation is developed, rttegendas will have a better chance of

becoming part of the communities’ important agenda.

However there are no significant activities meantésign & implement agendas that involve
women massively. Although, with time some progtess been observed in this regard there are
no facilities that are capable of igniting a broadd continuous participation of women.
Watching the issue from this board view, it is atfthat women themselves have not exerted
enough efforts to engage themselves at the delgvetl The problem in this regard is that the

women’s effort for the respect of their rights dwhefits in an integrated and organized manner.
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They do not adequately challenge forces with wtemotives bent on advancing their own
narrow agendas contrary to that of the broad masfsgemen.

The government’s effort to build women’s leaderstgpacity is still insignificant and women’
participation in different leadership levels isrexbely low. These problems are further boosted
by deep rooted cultures and attitudes that impachen negatively.

Thus; to solve the problem of this isolation caulsgdbackward economic and political systems,
cultures and attitudes as well as lack of organeedtruggle for a real movement that ensure
women’s equality and benefits, activities shouldcheried out to have meaningful organized
political participation. This can be applied eitlilerough the women’s demand or by addressing
issues raised with in the society. In general bothural and urban areas women face serious
economic and social challenges. The prevailing ggvand backwardness in the country also
affect women more than men. The already startedldpmental activities and various plans are
not alleviating women’s unemployment, lack of inegnhigh cost of living etc. at the desired
speed or level. Thus, women are developing serns@rpism and even despair on issues related
to their equality and benefits.

In the political field, no facility has been arraagto enable women enjoy full participation. As a
result they are developing a sense of isolationadoadfness towards the political struggle in the
country. Thus, so as to apply our country’s comnaitirto achieve the Millennium Development
Goal (MDGS) and solve women’s economic, social political problems, decisive action needs
to be applied in a sustainable manner. It is thinothgeir process that the basic problems that

cause this desperation and aloofness can be g#bctddressed.

2.8.  Why the desired change has not been achieved soXa
According to Annual Report of MOWCA, 2012, the reasvhy the desired changes has not been
achieved was summarized under the following thesalings

2.8.1. Existence of male chauvinism

Ensuring women’s equality requires avoiding gerdteminance in all fields. Male chauvinism,
that claims that women are not equal to men, hagailed in our country, for ages, and was
even endorses by the law, all religions and tradgi Men’s dominance exists not because it is

inherent in men’s behavior or as a result of matgsire to dominate but the socio economic
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system that ensures women'’s equality does not iexistlity. Chauvinism is not based on men’s
desire to oppress. It is, rather, caused by the tfeet women were prevented from equally
participating, with the men, in the economic, sbaral political activities of society.

Currently, a system that ensures women’s equasitygeing implemented in our country and
there is no legal or political reason for male doamice to prevail.

A Conducive environment, that ensures women'’s @gyual the economic and social spheres, is
in the process of being created now. However; gemdguiality that has various expressions, is
still an obstacle to women'’s rights. As it is apleeoted problem it is not possible to eradicate it
within a short period of time. This is manifestegthe attitude that refuses to accept the truth
that women can and should be equal to men. Itse alanifested by claiming to accept that
women should be equal to men but failing to practi@and refusing to be ready to work towards

ensuring women’s equality at all.

The problem also exists at different levels of gaweent structure, the family, and the society at
large. It is a fact that this state of affairs hasde a significant contribution to hindering women
from equally participating in and benefiting fromirocountry’s development, democratization
and peace agenda. To enable women engage in ariigbis compatible with their capacity,

knowledge and experience, increase their incomeirapcbve their lives is a real challenge as
there are circumstances where they are denied gpertinity through various backward and
unjust excuses. Thus, to give special attentisgoteing this injustice and eliminate it, altogether

women’s and the societies continuous struggle &rmbst importance.
2.8.2. Low conscious participation of women

It is a fact that women's problems can only be sdlthrough their own active and committed
struggle and participation. By women’s activetiggration is meant that all women are aware
of the fact that the challenges that face themardy be overcome through their own struggle,
through their own awareness, and capacity amtcjpation. After ensuring this, women must
advance to the implementation process and enswge #ifectiveness, in practically, by
developing their own capacity. It must be saidutjig that this process is still very weak in our
country.
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Though it may vary form one region to anothergsitifact that there is no significant activity
regarding women'‘s emancipation in all the regiofisoor country. The so called women’s
associations are weak and it is impossible to cluat there is an unprecedented, visible and
organized struggle meant to change the women’sNoimen scholars, who would be expected
to play a front line role in the women'’s struggle aot engaged in activities that aim to change
the overall condition of women, in our country.

2.8.3. Lack of competent Political Leadership

There is lack of competent political leadership par with what it takes to ensure women'’s
equality which can only be of ensured through altippronged, enter connected and
coordinated struggle. There should be correct @sliand strategies that address the economic,
political social and cultural challenges that falkem. Which need to be part and parcel of the
over all struggle which should be waged not onlynga but also by the whole society. Women
must also be aware that all these can only be imgi¢ed though their own awareness and

relentless organized effort and struggle.

The existence or non existence of competent palilieadership has an extremely significant
role to play in properly addressing women'’s isslieshe last 15 years, the role of the political
leadership at each level in addressing women’sgssias truly insignificant. Though women'’s
issues can not be addressed in isolation of theathvezonomic, social and political struggle of

the whole society enough work that understoodghiat was not in place at all.

It can be said that the, attention given by thatipal leadership to the question of women’s
equality is not at all at the desired level. Thelgem starts when women are prevented from
having sufficient participation at the leadershepdl. Satisfactory work has not been done to
build the political capacity of women as to enatilem to be active participants in political

work. Due to lack of accurate and strategic respemnly, fluctuating activities have been

performed, so far. This has in turn caused the wdsngtruggle to be lacking in strength not to
be and political leadership. This state of affaiegatively impacted the implementation of the
developmental policies strategies and good govemprograms that benefit women.

Thereby, opened a door for forces who wanted teefiteand fulfill their own agenda by the

expense of women.
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2.9. Framework of Analysis for the Study of Rural WomenEmpowerment

An effective rural women empowerment is very impattto institutionalize empowerment of
rural women in socio-economic and political aspettsthe country. Hence, improving
empowerment of rural women in social aspects likeeas to information, participation of
women in social activities and organizations, fimadf movement of rural women without the
consent of their spouse, cultural influence andevice against rural women (traditional harmful

practices) has paramount significance.

In addition, economic empowerment of rural womesoahas important relationship with
economic factors that includes access to and dootrer assets, access to credit and saving
services. Moreover, the legal or political asplet mainly focuses on participation of women in
decision making positions are important in ruralnvem empowerment strategies. Finally, the
model presented in the Figure 1 defines the relalipp amongst the rural women empowerment

and the socio-economic and political factors.

Rural Women
Empowerments

Social Factors
* Access to information
e Social participation
e Freedom of mobility
¢ Violence against women

Culture of society

conomic Factors
e Access and control over
asset
e Access to Credit Services
» Access to Saving
Facilities

Political Factors

« Participation in
Decision making
position

Figure I Determinant factors and process for rural women empower ment
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CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY

3.1. Description of the Study Area

The study was conducted in Guduru district (figly@ne of the districts found in Horo Guduru
Wollega Zone of Oromia Regional State. It is lodab® the Eastern part of the zone. Currently
the district is sub-divided in to 31 Farmer Asstoias, three rural town and 16 farmers’ service
co-operatives with the total members of 2,316,0@3nbosha is the capital town of the district
located about 65 km from the zonal capital townrima and about 260 km from capital town of

Oromia known as Finifine (Addis Ababa).

The district possesses a total ared4f1.7 knf which divided into three types of geographical
areas with different proportions. High land (9.18%yl-land (60%) and low land (6%) and also

the district has three types of soils. These aamlsoil (80%) clay loam soil (5%) sand soil

(15%). The district is belongs to a sub humid ctenzone with of dry season from October to
February and the long raining season occurred flane to September and to short spell of
showers b/n mid February and April. The mean anmaiafall of the district is about400mm;

the mean daily temperature is low-17, enedium-22 & and high-27% There is only one

mountain in this district namely Tulu Habib with3meters above the sea level.
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y Guduru Zane:

Figure 2 Map of the Study Area/Guduru Dist
Source:Bureau of Finance and Economic Devel opment of Oromia Regional State

The 1999 population and housing census resulteib#se of population projection all over
country. Based on this censresult thepopulation of Guduru district is projected to 106489

of which 6.7 % was urban population and 93.3 % waal population ir2002 E.C. Of the total
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population in the district, about 50.4% of the plagion was female and the remaining 49.6%
was male, which directly sustains his life and tlegghboring urban dwellers by the agricultural

and similar activities.

The Agro-ecology of the district is favorable fowverse agricultural production. Of the total
area of 1411.7 kM of the district land, around 33.36% was land amndrop (annual and
potential crop, 37.75% of the land is reservedfierfuture land uses, 12.18% is posture/grazing
land, 14.4% is forest land and 2.26 is swampy aatpohy land. Among cash crops sesame has
the major contribution and the leading place foudehold consumption as well as for local
market. Vegetables and fruits are also among tbiages grown in the district out limited area of
coverage. In 2001E.C. & in 2002E.C.there was somaéwbnsiderable increments registered
both in terms of quality and quantity of crop protlon. According to the district agricultural
bureau, the major crop pests such as, locusts, awoyms, birds, apes and diseases were
occurred at some places in the district occasignhiVe stock play a great role in day-to-day life
of society, especially in peasant life. They prevideat and milk, transport, manure, skin and
hide & furnish regular & easily realizable cashdnee. But, in contrast to the size of the live
stock population, physically and value productiatg low.

3.2. Research Design

The research design adopted for the present stadysummarized on the table below:

Tablel: Theresearch design for the study

No Nature of Tools Employed | Nature of the sample Sample size
the data
Rural women households 216
1 Quantitative | Survey Rural town women house holds b4
Questionnaires | Women civil servant in the district 32
Interview District Administrative office 2
Question Women’s and Children affairs office 3
2 Qualitative | Focus Group Elders’, religious leaders’ and kebeles 52
Discussion administrative and civil servant found
at selected kebeles
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The quantitative nature of data collection was Hase structured survey questionnaires that
include questions on practice and the challengesucdl women empowerments. Basic
information was collected on demographic and s@dnemic and legal aspects situation of
survey respondents. The qualitative nature of dats collected using both structure interview

and focus group discussion mainly focused on thectime and challenge of rural women
empowerment at the study area.

3.3.  Sampling Techniques and Sample Size

The source of population is the current total nunddevomen at household level aged (15-59)
in the selected woreda. The organized data thatribes the physical and socio-economic
profile of the woreda indicates that there wereualdd,520grand total populations of women
aged (15-59) at rural kebeles, towns and publitose@s of 2004 E.C consisting of 16,362 in 31
rural kebeles and 1,158 in urban town includinglicudectors in the district

Based on the identified population numb#gre sample size determination techniques from
among different methods were the one which has|dpgd by Carvalho (1984), cited by
Zelalem (2005) will be used. The method is preseimehe following table.

Table2: Sample Size Determination technique

Sample Size

Population size | Low Medium High
51-90 5 13 20
91-150 8 20 32
151-280 13 32 50
281-500 20 50 80
501-1200 32 80 125
1201-3200 50 125 200
3021-10000 80 200 315
10001-35000 125 315 500
35001-150000 200 500 800
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As indicated above the population size of the stadya was 17,520 which ranges between
10,001 - 35,000 according to Carvalho’s sample é&termination indicated in the table 1. Thus

, taking in to account a small population size amace and the cost of getting each samples and
time consuming for large sample size , medium sarspe is more appropriate applying in
accordance with the given population size. Theef8L5 respondents were selected as a sample
size and questionnaires were distributed for thecssd sample sizes though 302 questionnaires

were replayed.

Next to the sample size determination as well asidering the heterogeneity of the population,
first the district was categorized into four stréés East, West, Northern and Southern part).
From each stratum, using random sampling techniglo&®ry system), one kebele and from
three rural town also one rural town was seledtihce, four rural kebeles and one rural town
was selected as a sample area. The remaining sarapleollected from women civil servant in
the district by selecting sectors (Health, EdwrgtiWwomen Affairs , Administration offices,
Finances and others) using purposive methods ople@yn Therefore, 4 rural kebeles, one urban
town and public sectors in the district were usedhaample area. From the identified kebeles
,rural towns and public sectors , appropriate sanspte for questionnaire administration was
again selected by usingroportionality sampling technique to give equal weights for each
selected kebeles , towns and public sectors. Gmcotal sample size from each kebeles , towns
and public sectors were determined, appropriajgoretdents from the kebeles ,towns and public
sectors were selected biging random sampling technique Accordingly, the sample size for

the study was identified and summarized in theofelhg tables:

28



Table 3: Sampling Techniques

No Name of kebele/Town/Sectors Number of Respondent | Percents(%)
1 Baro kebele 52 17.20
2 A/Robi kebele 55 18.20
3 I/A/Tolera kebele 61 20.20
4 Sirba kebele 48 15.90
5 Kombolcha Rural Town 54 17.9
6 Health Sector 9 31
7 Education Sector 8 26
8 Administrative Office 4 1.3
9 Justice Office 3 1.0
10 | Others 8 2.6
Total 302 100

3.4. Method of Data Collection

Both the secondary and primary data was used irstidy. The secondary data was collected
from the regional, zonal and district levels lileports, journals, magazines, broachers etc that
helps the researcher to have more concepts abeuyiréttices and challenges of rural women

empowerments.

Similarly, the primary data was collected by usingngulation techniques (cross checking) data
collection techniques from four data sources. Ftrst primary data was collected from women
found at households’ levels in the selected ruedlekes, selected rural towns and civil servants
of the study area using designed questionnairesordle the data was gathered from district
administrative office leaders and women affairsiceffleaders at the study area by using
structured interview question .This category okmtew helps the researcher to identify how
much women in the district were beneficiaries freatio economic and legal aspects enacted
based on their proportion in the total populatiohhirdly, the data was collected using group
discussion with elders’, religious leaders’ andfessionals as well as civil servant found at

selected kebeles to know the perception of theegpcioncerning rural women empowerment. .
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Therefore, questioners, interview, group discussiod personal observation were used as the

data collection tools.

The research questionnaire was originally prepareinglish. It was carefully articulated and
translated to the local languagdan Oromo, so that language should not be barrier to
respondents to spell out what they have in mine ffanslated version of the questionnaire was
carefully cross-checked with the initial Englishrsien and was similar in content and structure
to avoid error during data entry.

A pre-test was conducted before actual data cadlectsing small representative sample to find
out whether the questions are measuring what wasded to be measured. Clarity of wordings
in view of respondents’ level of understanding wagcked on the pre-test to avoid research
bias. It was proved that respondents have goodrstasheling of questions presented in the
guestionnaire. Pre-test survey respondents weregcdoted in the main survey to avoid bias on

responses. The main data collection was conduoded January to mid of February 2013.

3.5. Data processing and analysis

3.5.1. Data processing

Quantitative raw data collected using questionsavas organized and pre-processing test was
carried out right after the field data collectioasncompleted. Method of data entry was arranged
categorically and carefully using the latest versad SPSS 16.0Questionnaires were coded by
rural women households, rural town women houselhardisthe women civil servants in districts
with different sectors to facilitate analysis ofegtions on which respondents were required to
specify their opinions and to facilitate analysighe open-ended question on the questionnaire.
Responses on these questions were carefully calleeind summarized. Outputs were
categorized into different components relating vatg variables for convenient use in analysis

of findings.

Qualitative data collected through interviews, f@gmoup discussions and observations were put
into different categorical variables. Major thenvesre identified and analyzed thematically in

line with research questions and were summarizeduse in descriptive and econometric

30



analysis. Identified themes of the qualitative syrwere related to categorical arrangements of
the quantitative survey outputs.

3.5.2. Quality and Ethical Consideration

The researcher received official permit from thethastitution namely Oromia Public Service
College to collect the data from the study arem&260 km from Addis Ababa (the capital city
of the country)to the study area. The district waisaffairs office, administration office and the
others were willing to assist the researcher. Qtadive data collection respondents and
gualitative data collection informants were proddédetail explanation about the overall
objective of the study ahead of time. Interview veasninistered on free will of interviewees.
Information provided by interviewees will not barsferred to a third party or will not be used

for any other purpose apart from this study.

3.5.3. Method of Data Analysis

As far as the methodological issues are concebwl,descriptive and econometric model was

used to analysis and find out the results.

3.5.3.1. Descriptive Method of Data Analysis

The descriptive method of data analysis was importa analysis the demography of the
population in the study area in terms of age, etiloreal background, number of children, marital
status, spatial distribution ...etc. of the respomsleand overall population. To this end, the
descriptive methods of statistical analysis likercpatage, mean standard deviation and

appropriate graph and chart line tools were uséldeastudy area.

3.5.3.2. The Econometric Model for Data Analysis

Logistic regression is useful for situations in @fhiyou want to be able to predict the presence or
absence of a characteristic or outcome based oevalf a set of predictor variables. It is similar
to a linear regression model but is suited to modélere the dependent variable is dichotomous.
Logistic regression coefficients can be used toredée odds ratios for each of the independent
variables in the modeTlhe practices and challenges for rural women empuoeset isbinary or
dichotomousin its nature .It may be low or high based on tlh#comes. Hence, the binary
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logistic distribution function for the practicescachallenges of rural women empowerment is
specified as:

1 eZi

PL= 1o = ey oo (1)

Wherepi is the probability of higher empowerment 8t rural women and it ranges from 0 — 1

and zi is a function of m explanatory variableg énd is expressed as:

Z; = Botf1Xy HBoXot..oin..... o Xneewaennenn (2)

Wheref,is the intercept anfl; », are slope parameters in the model. The slopeuslisow the
log odds in favor of women’s empowerment changadspendent variable changes. However,
the meaning of a logistic regression coefficigntin the binary logistic regression is not as
straightforward as that of a linear regression fodeht. WhileS; is convenient for testing the
usefulness of predictors, Exp (B) is easier torpret. The dependent variable of the model was
represented by the practices and challenges of women empowermerfRWE) at Guduru
woreda. It is variable dichotomous in which theidien to high empowerment is represented by
1 and low empowerment is represented by O

3.5.3.3. The Independent Variable

There were various numbers of explanatory variaftefar identified and have strong bond with
the rural women empowerment in the study areati®purpose of detail investigation, thiee

explanatory variables were identified and discudssdw.

i.  Information Access (INFO)

With increasing socio-economic and political depeh@nt of any country, the need for
information dissemination and communication amongnioer of society is increasing. The
monthly local meetings, annual general meetingd, @hawareness creation held to keep the
women aware of socio-economic, and to discuss sssueh as gender and related policies and
strategies, rule and regulation have paramount fitapoe in women empowerment. This
variable is operationalized as the extent to withehrespondent participate in gender and related
issues and used the mass media chanmel|sradio, television and newspaper as a source of

information.
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ii.  Social Participation (PAR)

Rural women membership in different organizatiocréases their social empowerments through
developing self confidence and acquiring some fr@rindependence. Therefore, this variable
was operationalized since the respondents are paotieipate as a member in any organization

is assumed to increase their empowerments.

iii. Violence against women (VIO)

Promoting Constitutional guarantees of equalitydayoving the impediments of societal belief,
harmful traditional practices and prejudices insesarural women empowerment in social
affairs by eliminating all forms of violence agditisem in the country. Therefore, the variable is
operationalized as reducing violence against womereases their empowerment in societal

aspects and the two are hypothesized as they\aeséaly correlated.

iv.  Women’s Freedom of Mobility (PAU)

Most of the earlier research findings show thamiany cases the freedom of movement of the
rural women is also restricted (Kishore, et al.0@®0 The women are not allowed to go
elsewhere alone and any delay from the place okwsmften considered a violation of the
norm. Under these circumstances, women are notwerpd since they are restricted to move
anywhere without the permission of their husbandnd¢ the variable takes into account the
mobility of the women as the most important indicato judge whether the rural women are

empowered or not.
v.  Culture of the Society(CUL)

Women's participation is often met with enormouallemges deeply ingrained in traditions and
customs that have for a long time constituted sakpractices. The traditional harmful beliefs of
women are good as cooks, sex providers and juarestill persistent. The contributing factors
to low level of women’s empowerment were culturdluence, and husbands influence through
limiting their physical mobility and contacts by kiiag them subordinate of the male members
of the family.. Within the culture of the societypmen were seen as subordinate to men, and the

husband plays a dominant role and religion hag antfiluence(Bedru Hassen Ergicho, 2011).
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vi.  Access and control over lands(ASST)

Access denotes women'’s access to factors of prieduch an equal basis with men such as
equal access to land, labor, credit, training, retanks facilities, public services and benefits, etc
Of all, land is the basic means of production m $kudy areaProviding women with access to
productive resources, particularly land will sigegintly help to ensure their empowerment so
boost food security and livelihoods in rural aréBtse variable is operationalized as women more
access and control over land, it increases thegrogmrment and vice-versa.

vii.  Access to Credit Services (CRED)

When credit facilities and micro-finance supposaie large number of poor and disadvantaged
rural women for borrowing, it increases women’sligbto earn income that can support the
well-being of women and their families. Even thowghdit support and microfinance facilities
are very important for poverty reduction and empoment of rural women, various studies
reveals that most of rural women do not have acessedit and micro-finance support (Bedru
Hassen and Ergicho, 2011). Microfinance enables pmonen to become economic agents of
change by increasing their income and productivéiycess to markets and information, and
decision-making power (World Bank).Accordinglyjsthypothesized as rural women have more

access to credit services ,it indicates that tmeyreore empowered and vice-versa

viii.  Access to Saving (SAV)

When saving facilities and micro-finance suppodctelarge number of poor and disadvantaged
rural women, it increases women’s ability to inaedheir income that can support the well-
being of women and their families converting intapital or fixed asset in the long run.
However, access to saving support are very impbftampoverty reduction and empowerment of
rural women, various studies reveals that mostulmwomen do not have access to saving and
micro-finance support (Bedru Hassen and Ergich@1P0Microfinance enables poor women to
become economic agents of change by increasing thedsme and productivity, access to
markets and information, and decision-making pow/orld Bank).Accordingly, it is
hypothesized as rural women have more access iogsaservices ,it indicates that they were

more empowered and vice-versa
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iX.  Women’s participation in Decision making position DEC)

Women'’s status in public sector is low. They an# krgely underrepresented in decision-
making positions at all levels. There were no pesges in attaining power in legislative bodies
(Ministry of Women’'s Affairs, 2006).Therefore, wasperationalized as the women’s

participation in decision making was increasedirteempowerment was also increased and vice-
versa.
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CHAPTER 4

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Assessments of rural women empowerment dependevaras key socio-economic and legal
factors that differ from place to place. This studynducted over Guduru woreda was one of the
woreda found in the western part of Oromia Regiddialte in Ethiopia, attempted to include
those variables that have direct relevance withlnmomen empowerment in the study area. The
appropriate data analysis techniques were both dibscriptive statistics and responsive
econometric models. Firstly, descriptive data asialywas used via frequency, percentage,
graphs, mean, standard deviation, etc. Finally, data analysis was undertaken using the

econometric model identified.

4.1 Characteristics of survey respondents

Quantitative data is collected and analyzed on dgaphic and social characteristics of the
respondents. They were asked about their spasdaiildition, marital status, age of marriage,

number of children, educational status and othackdround.

4.1.1. Spatial Distribution of the Respondents

As can be seen in the table below, 71.5% of theoredents were from the rural households and
about 18% of them were from the urban level womeunskholds and the remaining percent
were from the women civil servants in the studyare

Table 5: Spatial Distribution of the Respondents

Valid Cumulative
Spatial Distribution| Frequency Percent, Percent Percent
Rural Households 216 71.5 71.5 71.5
Urban level
Households 54 17.9 17.9 89.4
Civil Servant 32 10.6 10.6 100.0
Total 302 100.0 100.0
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4.1.2. Age Distributions of the Respondents

Of the total respondents, 55% were aged betwedn 25 years followed by 25.2% which were
aged 25 years. Only 11.3% were between 36 to 4 yed while a further 5.3% were between
41 to 50 years. Therefore, the study covers woman tlifferent age groups and more than 50%

of the respondents were between 25 to 35.

Table 6: Age distribution of the respondents

Educational Valid Cumulative

Status Frequency | Percent Percent Percent
below 25 76 25.2 25.2 25.2
25-35 166 55.0 55.0 80.1
36-40 34 11.3 11.3 91.4
41-50 16 5.3 5.3 96.7
51-60 7 2.3 2.3 99.0
61 and above 3 1.0 1.0 100.0
Total 302 100.0 100.0

4.1.3. Educational Status

The variable education was operationalized as timeber of years of formal education acquired
by the rural women. The categorization of womerpoeslents’ educational status was done
based on illiterate, non-formal education, firgtle of primary education(1-4) ,second cycle of
primary education(5-8) ,secondary school educa&idf}), preparatory level(11-12) ,Diploma
,BA degree and above. Accordingly, the educatistaius of the respondents in the study area
was summarized as follows.

Table7: Educational Status of the Respondents

Cumulative

Educational Status Frequenc Percer Valid Percer Percer

Valid llliterate 157 52.0 52.0 52.0
Non-Formal Education 36 11.9 11.9 63.9
1-4 22 7.3 7.3 71.2
5-8 25 8.3 8.3 795
9-10 12 4.0 4.0 83.4
11-12 14 4.6 4.6 88.1
Diploma 27 8.9 8.9 97.0
BA and above 9 3.0 3.0 100.0
Total 302 100.0 100.0
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As shown in the table 7 above, the educationall lef/¢he respondents indicates that 52% of
them were illiterate, about 12% of the respondéat$ non-formal education and the remaining
36% of the respondents had received their eduatiemel from1-4 and above. When we see
the educational status of the respondents in tefrtise spatial distribution, of the total illiteeat

respondents, 87.3% of the illiterate women houskhalere from the rural area and the

remaining 12.7% illiterate respondents were fromulrban level women households.

4.1.4. Marital Status of Respondents

The table below indicated that, 73.2% (221 womdrihe respondents were married which was
followed by 19.2% of the women respondents single &@hereas 5% and 2.6% are widow and
divorced respectively. Hence, it is clear that % §23) of the women respondents were female
headed households.

Table8:.Marital status of the respondents

Cumulative
Marital Status | Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent Percent
Valid  Single 58 19.2 19.2 19.2
Married 221 73.2 73.2 92.4
Divorced 8 2.6 2.6 95.0
Widowed 15 5.0 5.0 100.0
Total 302 100.0 100.0

The Table 9 below indicates that, among married eonespondents (221), nearly 91.5% (202)
were categorized under women at household leveteb@r, of the total married respondents,
80% (177) agreed on low empowerment level and @06 of them categorized under high
empowerment level. Moreover, it is clear that thiereelationship between empowerment level
of rural women and their marital status. Hence,tfagried women were categorized under low
empowerment level due to higher work overload anldl carrying responsibility.

Table 9: Empowerment of women and Marital Status of the respondents

Level of Marital Status of responde Total
Empowerment Single Married Divorced Widowed Single
EMPofRW  High 16 44 4 0 64
Low 42 177 15 238
Total 58 221 8 15 302
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4.1.5. Duration of Marriage Life

According to Gizachew Birmata, BOWCA, (2012), mknce of early marriage seems dropped
from 31.1% in 1997 to 21.4% in 2009 across the trgusnd about 1 in 5 Ethiopia women are
married by their 18 birth day. However, as can be depicted in thest@below, among the total
married women respondents, 38.4% of them were aodedl their marriage at below 18 years
age followed by about 21% of age between 19-21syefage.

Table 10: Duration of Marriage Life

Duration of Cumulative

Marriage Life | Frequenc Percer valid Percer Percer
0 47 15.6 15.8 15.8
below 15 13 4.3 4.4 20.1
15-18 103 34.1 34.6 54.7
19-21 63 20.9 21.1 75.8
22-25 54 17.9 18.1 94.0
26 and above 18 6.0 6.0 100.0
Total 298 98.7 100.0

Total 302 100.0

In addition, among the total married women respatglevho have number of children 5 and
above, about 64% of them were those who concludeid marriage below 18 years age and this
fact realizes that early marriage increases themai fertility rate. Moreover, among the total
married women respondents who have number of eml8rand above (119), about 91% of them
(108) belonged to the low empowerment categoriesoaty 9% of them categorized under high

empowerment level.

Therefore, it is interesting to note that early naae accompanied with higher maternal fertility
rate significantly erodes the rural women empowertnie all aspects because they face higher
levels of responsibilities with respect to theiahle issues, education, and other child related
issues. Since more time is devoted to these istegser time is allotted for other things. Thus
there is a negative relationship between the nurabehildren and the empowerment level of

the rural women in the study area.
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Tablell: shows number of children of the respondents

No of No. of Children Total
Children 5 and
0 1 2 3 4 above 0
0 47 0 0 0 0 0 47
below 15 0 0 6 0 0 7 13
15-18 3 17 0 10 4 69 103
19-21 3 14 12 6 9 19 63
22-25 15 16 3 0 20 54
26 and 7 4 3 4 18
above
68 54 25 16 16 119 298
Total

4.1.6. Information Access

Accessing any types of information or media iswhedow to the world that can play a pivotal
role in acquainting the women about their rightsl aqpdating them in accordance with the
present dynamic world. It indicates the highestuificing power of concerned variable on
women empowerment at the study area. Accordinghgrey the total respondents only 13.8%
of women has come in contact with media mainly teteic and about 86.2% of the
respondents were have low access to any type ofanoednformation. In terms of sources of
information used for rural women, 79.2% of themeagr that they uses radio as a sources of

information followed by TV access which accountswail?2.5%.

4.1.7. Participation

Because women also have less access to educdtisnmay also limit their participation,
particularly in decision making and social actesti Among the total illiterate respondent
women in the study area, about 92 % of them belongw level of participation and only 8% of
illiterate respondents belong to high participation their own affairs. Conversely, of all
respondents women belongs to low participatio8)2644 of them were women of educational
status under the categories of illiterate whicltoaats 53.73% followed by non-formal
education level 12.3%. Moreover, of total resporsi&elong to low empowerment (238), 92.4%

of them were those respondents categorized undepdaticipation
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Tablel2: Educational Status Vs Women Participation in Social Affaires

Educational Status Participation Total

High Low High
llliterate 13 144 157
Non-formal Education 3 33 36
1-4 2 20 22
5-8 4 21 25
9-10 1 11 12
11-12 4 10 14
Diploma 4 23 27
BA and above 3 6 9
Total 34 268 302

4.1.8. Violence against Rural Women

According to the revision made on the Ethiopiangbesode of 1957 on the violence against
women which was enforced since 2004, harmful trawmbtl practices including domestic

violence likes rape, sexual abuses, abduction hadthers have merited tougher and graver
penalties. However, as can be depicted in theviatig graph, of the total respondents in the
study area, 56% of them were confirmed that therealence against women particularly on the
rural women including rape, abduction, sexual harest, marriage below 18 years old and
other harmful traditional practices. When we seitliensity of such violence against women
separately, the graph below indicated that mosbdmngs in the study area were highly beating
their wives at household level. Forced unwantedriange, unwanted pregnancy and other types
of violence that implicitly indicate the husbanddgpmarents’ dominancy on the women affects

their empowerments.

In terms of educational status of the respondehts eonfirmed the existence of higher violence
against rural women, about 57.4% of them was catzggh under illiterate and non-formal
educational level. Therefore, most of the rural vearwho have no education access and lack of
information about their rights were victims of tharmful traditional practices.
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Graph 1: Level of violence at the study area
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4.1.9. Access and Control over Asse

The new Constitution of the Federal Democratic Répwof Ethiopia (FDRE) adopted in 19¢€
guarantees the women right to acquire, managerandfer land ¢ other property which give
them equal right with men with respect to use, dfan administration and control over
However, the data collected and organized from shely area indicated th®4.2% of the
respondents were confirmed that rural womouseholds have low access to asset and

property comparedo their husbands. It is also interesting to ntitat among the tot:
respondents 99% of them realized that land wasteygd and certified in the na of their
husband .Moreover, the ass obtained by the family member was totally undher ¢ontrol of
husband (the family head).These indicates thal mwwanen still have lower access and con
over agriculture land and other properties .Hetloeir rights are generally derived from tt

husbands.

Provision of life skill trainings to make women &mguip with basic techniques to engage
different business support development activitiest tenable them economically self relie

socially sound participant and politically activedacomjetent. However, most women in t
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study area lack business development supportsrdadnation access to take up such business
development supports. Of the total respondentsav@rage 65% of them strongly agree that
there is no skill training to make women to equiphvbasic techniques to engage in different

business development activities.

4.1.10. Culture of the Society

Women suffer from work stereotype and gender ibistion of labor, more are occupy in
economically invisible work. Different research dings clearly projected that traditional
customs, taboos, norms etc. affects women in yaoietvays. Regarding the traditional norms at
the study area , 79.8% of the respondents beligwadthere was discrimination between male
and female that have significant negative impactroral women empowerment. There is
socially constructed and identified activities oorks between sex categories. Specifically,
collection of firewood, washing of the family cleth milking and milk processing activities and
others are highly laid on the shoulder of femalmifa members. Moreover, Female early
marriage and increased fertility rate, forced naayei concluded by parents and marriage by
abduction and other traditional harmful practiceaftcmed through interview and focus group
discussion. In addition to this, women in the stwdga were also routinely beaten, raped,
abducted etc.

4.1.11 Participation in Decision Making Position

Women in our country occupy low status in the siycim spite of their contributions to the well
being of their family and community affairs, womexperience lower socio-economic status in
general and hence are marginalized from makingsotew at all level (World Bank, 2003). The
number of women leaders and decision makers atv#mmus level of the decentralized
government structure is still very low. Women’'s the study area were still largely
underrepresented in decision-making positions lateakls. Of the total respondents, 95% of
them strongly agreed that the overall level ofipgration of women in decision making position
was low. Specifically, the respondents confirmedttivomen’s participation in leadership

position, social affairs, micro and income geneaand others activities were low.
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Further, the women respondent at household leeaklgi opined that the decision to have more
children or not was decided by their hushartbwever, in case of some women the desire of
having more children is foundrinally, there was insignificant number of ruradmwan who was
able to decide about the number of her future ofsiild Among the total respondents, 52.3% of
them agreed that the decision on limiting numbeclolidren was on the hands of their husbands
followed by 41.1% who agreed that the decision magéoth husband and wife, where as the

remaining 6.6% believed that the decision was nigdée wife.

4.1.12.Access to Credit and Saving

Experiences indicate that women can benefit man fcredit services because they are good at
paying back their loans. For this reason, ruratlitreervice providing institutions will be made
take this into consideration and provide due atiartb women customers (MoWA, 2004E.C).
The availability of credit is essential for impragi productivity and enhancing income, and also,
at times, for making up seasonal shortfalls. Stesrh credit services for purchase of seeds and
fertilizers, and long-term credit for tools or amil® fattening, and perhaps to set up a small-scale
enterprise, such as a poultry farm, petty busimeéssin the study area, the interesting point to
note is rural women has higher access to credricgs. Of the total respondents, 66.9% of the
them agreed that there was higher access to csediices particularly from private micro
finance institutions. But the great threat of thepondents was the higher interest rate charged
by the micro finance institution which was 24% net& rate per annum. However, the credit
services helped the rural women patrticularly toggetd, fertilizers and other inputs to start their
agriculture activities as well as to food producti@nd other business activities during the off

farm activities.

Further, the micro finance also serving the ruramen not only in terms of accessing to credit
but also saving. Among the total respondents, 626#%em pointed out that they have access to

saving their money at private micro-finance ingitta found in the area.

4.1.13.Freedomof Mobility

The traditional beliefs, attitudes and practices @ggep rooted in women’s lives that hinder their

empowerment. Among such factors, spatial mobiktytie most influential one that enhance
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their empowerment. The women are not allowed t@lgewhere alone and any delay from the
place of work or nearby marketing is often consdem violation of the norm. Of all
respondents, 53% of them confirmed that women & lmrea have no spatial mobility. They
have no freedom of physical movement (travel, yisithout permission of husband or senior
member of the household. The remaining 47% disatraee rural women households have
freedom of mobility at the study area.

From the discussion above, the overall summaryestdptive analysis of the variables were

summarized in the table 13 below.

Table 13: Percentage distribution of response pattern of Explanatory Variable

Variables Level Number Percentage (%)
Empowerment Level of High 64 21.2%
Rural women Low 238 78.8%

High 41 13.6%

Level of Information acces; Low 261 86.4%
Level of participation in High 34 11.3%
social affairs Low 268 88.7%
Level of freedom of Yes 142 47.0%
mobility/ No 160 53.0%
Level of Violence against High 169 56.0%
women Low 133 44.0%
Level of land and other High 108 35.8%
asset ownership Low 194 64.2%
Level of participation in High 31 10.3%
Decision making Low 271 89.7%
Yes 192 63.6%

Access to saving service No 110 36.4%
Yes 202 66.9%

Access to Credit Service No 100 33.1%
Total 302 100.0%
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4.2 The Dependent Variable

Assessments of rural women empowerment dependev@ras key socio-economic and legal
factors that differ from place to place. This stuwdyducted over practice and challenges on rural
women empowerment at Guduru district attemptechttude those variables that have direct
relevance with rural women empowerment. The apjpatgresponsive methods of analysis also
used a binary regression models to estimate thétrdfie model is more appropriate to examine
the effect of nine explanatory variables on rurahven empowerment.

Table 14 below portrays the degree of correlatietwben independent variable. According to
the correlation results, except the two variablesdrimination between male and female in
work of the family and violence against women), thié other explanatory variables shows
positive relationship with each other. In the ctmetwo variables, discrimination between male
and female in work of the family and society asl@le and violence against women, they are
negatively related to the dependent variable (rm@hen empowerment).The reason is that the
higher the violence against rural women, the lotieir empowerment .Similarlytraditional
socio-cultural norms have a significant negativeaet onthe rural women empowerment. That
means, the higher the discrimination between madefamale on the work due to cultural and
traditional taboos in the society ,the lower inesto information, participation in decision

making and other social and economic affairs wietrease their empowerments.

On the other hand, increasing access to informaparticipation in social affairs, freedom of
mobility and having the active participation in tden making position whether in family matter
and political aspects, their empowerment is inéngpso that such variables have positive
correlation with the dependent variable.
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Table 14.below depicts Correlation between Explanatory Variables

Variables

Goodness-of-fit statistics helps us to determinetivr the model adequately describes the data.
The Hosmer-Lemeshow statistic indicates a podf fite significance value is less than 0.05. In
this case the fit of the model in each woman empmeat at the study area was adequately fits

the data based on the Chi-square value of (.771).

Tablel5.Hosmer and Lemeshow Test

Step Chi-square df Sig.

1 .000 0

2 .10 2 957
3 1.96( 2 378
4 2.85¢ 5 723
5 4.073 7 771

In the linear regression model, the coefficientleferminationR?, summarizes the proportion of
variance in the dependent variable associated thhpredictor (independent) variables, with
largerR? values indicating that more of the variation ipleined by the model, to a maximum of
1. However for regression models with a categortsgdendent variable, it is not possible to
compute a singldR? statistic that has all of the characteristicsR5fin the linear regression
model, so these approximations are computed instsiagCox and Snell'sR? based on the log

likelihood for the model compared to the log likelod for a baseline model.
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However, with categorical outcomes, it has a themakemaximum value of less than 1, even for
a "perfect” model. NagelkerkeR? is an adjusted version of the Cox & Snell R-squthat
adjusts the scale of the statistic to cover therfuige from O to 1. Hence, the model with the
largestR? statistic is “best” according to this measure. §tthe value of Nagelkerke R Square
was computed as 0.583 at the study area indida¢sll the variables included in present binary
logistic regression model accounts for about 5808%ariance in the dependent variable of rural
women’s empowerment in the district.

Tablel6: Model Summary

Model Summary
Step -2 Log | Cox & Snell| Nagelkerke
likelihood R Square R Square
1 198.088 .066 .105
2 189.068 104 166
3 180.368 139 223
4 171.437 174 278
5 167.359 .190 .583

Table 16 depicts the link exist between the depeindariable and the independent variables in
the district. To conduct the analysis, nine (9)edminant factors were considered in the study.
Hence, of the total independent variable used & dhalysis, finally five (5) factors, viz,
information access, women’s participation in soaial economic activity, violence against rural
women, rural women access to credit facility an@lrwomen freedom of movement were found
to be statistically significant through binary letic regression as the significance level of the
Wald statistic is small (less than 0.05) ,thengheameter is useful to the model . Hence, the p-
value associated with each predictor factor ispibstion of the log odds ratio due to that factor.
The largest Wald value 13.568 at p-value < 0.08Q)®f the information access to the rural
women empowerment which was followed by Wald vél@e264 at the p-value < 0.05 (0.000)
of women patrticipation in social affairs are the stnaeterminant factors on rural women
empowerment. It is also well followed by other ipdadent variable like rural women access to
credit with Wald value 6.942 and p-value <.05 ()088 well as the predictor violence against
rural women with Wald value of 5.973 and p-value5<(.015) strongly statistically significant

.Finally, the predictor freedom of rural women mibpiis also significantly contributed on rural
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women empowerment at the study area with Wald v&l82 and p-value < .05(.040).The
meaning of a logistic regression coefficient in thaary logistic regression is not as
straightforward as that of a linear regression foa@eht. While B is convenient for testing the
usefulness of predictors, Exp (B) is easier torpret. For instance, Exp(B) for the independent
variable information access to rural women at gtudy area was 8.101 which means that the
odds ratio of rural women who has the informatieacess are 8.101 times higher of their
empowerment compared with those who have no or iIofermation access for their
empowerment provided that all other things remainstant. In the same way, Exp(B) of the
independent variable women participation in soafédirs at the study area was 12.603 which
means that the odds ratio of rural women empowernwdmo has the opportunities of
participation in social aspect are 12.603 timesemampowered than the those who have no

access to participate in social affairs

Table 17:Variablesin the Equation

Variabl
es B S.E. Wald Df Sig. Exp(B)
Step £ Infol 1.669 424 15.443 1 .000 5.30(
Constant 1.599 771 4.300 1 .038 .20
Step 2 Infol 1.628 439 13.757 1 .000 5.097
Viol -1.101 .376 8.564 1 .003 .333
Constant .158 .983 .026 1 .872 1.171
Step 8§ Infol 1.574 459  11.772 1 .001 4.82"5
Partl 1.87( .625 8.954 1 .003 6.489
Viol -1.209 .394 9.43( 1 .002 .299
Constant 3.142 1.506 4.354 1 .037 .043
Step 4 Infol 1.755 A7  13.568 1 .000 5.78]
Partl 2.35( 671 12.264 1 .000 10.48]
Viol -1.062 406 6.851 1 .009 .344
Credit6 1.22¢ 426 8.209 1 .004 .295
Constant 2.745 1.52(@ 3.262 1 .071 .064
Step 5 Infol 2.097 512 16.698 1 .000 8.101
Partl 2.534 712 12.65] 1 .00q 12.603
PerAoutl] -.888 455 3.802 1 .040 413
Viol -.998 408 5.973 1 .015 .369
Credité 1.154 438 6.942 1 .008 315
Constant 2.471 1.5471 2.55(Q 1 110 .084
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Women empowerment indicates developing their gitititcollectively and individually to take
control over their own lives. However, women’s I®tatus in Ethiopia, as anywhere else, is
expressed in different forms including in their Haof assets to ownership, leadership and
decision making opportunities and their multipléerthat made them lag behind every endeavor
( Meron Genene,2003). The present study analysiptactices and challenges in rural women
empowerment at Guduru woreda one of the woredadfauthe western part of Oromia regional
state in Ethiopia. The main objective of the stuwhs to assess the level of empowerment by
identifying the determinant factors that affects thiral women empowerment at the study area
.To this effect ,nine determinant factors were tdexd and discussed in the analysis parts
namely; rural women access to information, thentigigation in all process, violence against
women ,women’s freedom of mobility ,access androbmiver assets ,culture of society on rural
women empowerment , their position in decision mgkposition, access to saving and credit

facilities.

Among the nine determinant factors, finally 5 fastoviz, information access, women
participation, violence against women, freedom obitity and credit facilities are found to be
statistically significant through using binary Istic regression method. Of the five factors,
information access is the most determinant factorsrural women empowerment which is
followed by the women’s participation in all socaid economic endeavors. The factors which
have insignificance of the p-value are: access @mdrol over asset, saving, involvement in
decision making position and culture of the socigtye data were collected using different tools
including the questionnaires, structured interviamd focus group discussions. The detailed
description of factors included in the Binary LdgisRegression Analysis is given in the Table
17.

Generally, the level of the nine determinant fastior the study was described in the line chart

below:
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Graph 2: The Level of Nine Determinant Factors on Rural Women Empower ment
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4.3.1.Information Access

Access to information is the window to the worltl.plays a pivotal role in acquainting the
women about their right and updating them in acaocé with the present dynamic world. It
indicates the highest influencing power both in cdgsive and econometric analysis of
concerned variable on women empowerment at they siueh. Accordingly, among the total
respondents only 13.8% of women has come in contiit media mainly electronic and about
86.2% of the respondents have low access to ys of media or information .This fact
realizes that information media could not reachalruwvomen effectively at the study area. In
terms of sources of information used for rural wame#9.2% of them use radio as a source of
information followed by TV access which account®w@hl2.5%. Similarly, the largest Wald
value 16.698 at p-value < 0.05 (0.000) of the imfation access to the rural women
empowerment was statistically significant .It isahas a positive coefficient (2.092) with rural
women empowerment. That means a one unit increaseformation access for rural women

increases their empowerment by 2.092.
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Therefore, information access strongly supportsrthhal women empowerment. However the
interviewee and group discussion made with diffeignoups of the society leaders confirmed
that they have lower access to information. Thesarafor rural women lower access to
information was due to their burdened with heavyrkwlmad. According to FMOWC 2004
report, women in rural areas spend 13-18 hoursemed with heavy work load. Grinding flour
fetching fire wood and water over long distanceseang, digging and other duties are some of
the chores with which rural women are burdened afeiy basis.There is a saying that in
Ethiopia women at rural arezat the least at the lastTherefore, because of such heavy work
overload they have no time to get information rdgay their rights and benefits from socio-
economic and political endeavors. The group disonsand interview conducted with some
leaders indicates that most likely the sources mdbrmation for rural women were their
husbands.

Therefore, lack of information access by rural wanprevail their low level of awareness
including the Constitution and the National Poliop Women, awareness of laws, their
interpretation and application which is vital irder to discharge their responsibilities and utilize
benefits from the policy and strategies. Moreoveral women low level of empowerment has
negative impact on their economic aspect like tifermation access for agricultural extension
service, credit and saving service and other ecamendeavors. In additiomformation access
like mass media such as radio and television hesmgaunt importance in social aspect to create
awareness about issues affecting daily life, fanpilgnning programmes, poverty alleviation
programmes, gender issues, human right issues etc.

4.3.2.Participation

Participation, which can be seen and gained inri@tyaof ways, has been argued to be the most
beneficial form of gender empowerment. It includles participation in the household, school
and the ability to make choice for oneself. To #pecific, rural women participation as a
membership in different organization increasesrthetial empowerments through developing

self confidence and acquiring some financial inceleace.
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However, the questioners collected and organizedh f802 respondents in the study area
revealed that 88.7% of the respondents confirmed $wocial participation and only the
remaining 11.3% of them agreed that there was bagial participation of women. Moreover,
the results of chi-square seen in the tableiddicates the existence of high significant
association between empowerment and social patioip with the Wald value 12.651 at p-
value <.05(.000).In addition to the questionerdemdéd and organized, the interview made with
key respondent as well as focuses group discussi@s confirmed that the rural women

participation in social activities were low.

The focus group discussion pointed out that theoma&ason for rural women low participation
in social endeavor was their less access to eduedtilevel. Among the total illiterate

respondent women in the study area, about 92 %eshtbelonged to low level participation
categories and only 8% of illiterate respondentsrimed to high participation of women in their
own affairs. From the inference, it was explicitipe that radio is an important source of
information for rural women at the awareness stafieencing even uneducated rural women.
With the increased mass media use women becomes akaheir issues including, knowledge

improvement, attitude change, which ultimately kedtem to empowerment.

It is a fact that rural women’s problem in termspairticipation cannot be solved by their own
active and committed struggle .Rather, throughabtaltation with different institution like
women’s association. However, the women’s associdgbund at the study area is weak and it
was lacked to claim that there is an unprecedentisthle and organized struggle to bring a
change. Women scholars, who would be expected ap alfront line role in the women’s
struggle are also not engaged as much as expettectivities that aim to change the overall

condition of women, in the study area.

The other most determinants factors of women lostigpation in social affairs were because of
work overload in the family, having more numberabiildren which have intern cumulative
effect on lower access to information. It is apparhat when the rural women have a larger
number of children, they face higher levels of caegibilities with respect to their health issues,
education, and other child related issues and tpaiticipation in social and economic

endeavors. Since more time is devoted to thesess$esser time is allotted for participation in
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different association and other activities. Thuer¢his a negative relationship between the
number of children and their level of participationdifferent social activities which also has

negative impact on their empowerment level.

From the cross tabulation of data result betweemtimber of children of the respondents and
their level of participation, of the total womentegorized under who have number of children
five and above (119), about 94% of them belongkwo level participation of rural women
.Moreover, their participation level was influencéy their level of information access
.Women'’s participation is limited outside the hobszause of certain social norms ,attitudes and
taboos which highly erodes their confidence. Thius,low self esteem of women accompanied
with their low status in the society highly impedesmen’s participation on decision-making at
all level.

4.3.3. Violence against Rural Women

Tradition represents the sum total of all behavtbeg are learned, shared by a group of people
and transmitted from generation to generatiomdiudes language, religion, types of food eaten,
and methods of their preparation, childrearing ficas and all other values that hold people
together and give them a sense of identity andhdisish them from other groups (Dawit Assefa,
et.al : 2005)By the same talking, harmful practices, is allgtiees done deliberately by men on the
body or the psyche of other human beings for nmafbeutic purpose, but rather for cultural or socio-
conventional motives and which have harmful consaegas on the health and the rights of the
victims(Dr Morissanda KOUYATE:2000

Violence against rural women was one of the trad#él harmful practices that indicate the

highest influencing power both in descriptive andremetric analysis of the dependent variable
on rural women empowerment at the study area. Alaeghy, from descriptive analysis result on

table 13 among the total respondents, 56% of thene wonfirmed that there is violence against
women particularly on the rural women includingeapbduction, sexual harassment, marriage
below 18 years old and other harmful traditionagbices. Moreover, the result of chi-square
showed in the table 17 indicates the existenceegétive correlation between empowerment and
violence against rural women with the Wald valug73. at the p-value < .05(.015). That means

increasing the violence against rural women in@gatecreasing rural women empowerment.
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When we look at the intensity of such violence aglivomen separately, the chart line below
summarize the practices against rural women irstiddy area in terms of rape, abduction, sexual
harassment, marriage below 18 years old, forcediaga; unwanted pregnancy and others types
of violence that revealed the husband and parestsndncy on the women which affects their
empowerments as follows.

Graph 3: Harmful Traditional Practices at the study area
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As can be seen from the chart line above, exclutbngwo variable (marriage below 15 years
and murder by spouse),the respondents were stroaglge that the remaining traditional
practices namely forced marriage, abduction, rapgvanted pregnancy and child bearing and
beating of wife by the husband is highly prevaldidwever, from the group discussion made
with target groups in the area, there was remaekpbbgress due to consultation, technical
supports and awareness creation provided by tla mealth extension workers. Of all harmful
traditional practices prevalent in the districtatbeg the wives by their husband was the most

commonly known harmful practices frequently seernh@nrural women.

These traditional harmful practices were experidnogentionally to some extent and due to lack
of awareness that indicates blind enforcement ef l&gislation lead too often to undesired
outcomes or to result running contrary to the etqiems. However, the 1957 Penal Code has

been revised to incorporate provisions for violeagainst women and improve the existing
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ones, and is enforced since July 2004 including,rapxual abuses, abduction that has merited

tougher and graver penalties.

4.3.4. Freedom of Mobility

The traditional beliefs, attitudes and practices @gep rooted in women’s lives that hinder their
empowerment. Among such factory, spatial mobilitseddom of movement) is the most
influential factors in women’s social, economic apadlitical affairs that enhance their
empowerment. Of all respondents, 53% of them cowit that women at rural area have no
freedom of movement. They have no freedom of playsiovement (travel, visit) without
permission of husband or senior member of the HmildeHowever, the remaining 47% of them
disagreed that rural women households at the stuely have freedom of mobility. Moreover,
the result of chi-square showed in the table 17catds that variable (freedom of mobility) is
statistically significant with the Wald value 3.88Pthe p-value < .05(.040).

In addition to this, among the total respondenigaestioner prepared and asked regarding the
frequency of rural women generally visiting theatal houses like (visiting their parental home,
visiting hospital without the consent of their hasts, visiting nearest market without the
consent of her husbands, Control over personalmecand watching T.V and reading
newspaper/magazines) ,the result revealed tha®®boOthem agreed on visitingometimes
which is followed by those who agreed oaver to make visit which accounts 32.1% and the
remaining (9.9%) agreed on frequent movement asid their natal house and nearby local

market including visit for hospital.

From this fact and group discussion result, we @amclude that though promotion of women’s
freedom is necessary to make them capable of matkiag own choices, to change their
attitudes, to improve their social networks andvaball other improve their self confidence to
make decision on their own matters, the womenasthdy area needs permission and consent
of their senior member of the households to moeelyt Thus, the lack of women’s physical
mobility deprives them of getting better livelihoodportunities and giving them the confidence

they need to tackle gender inequalities.
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Ensuring women’s equality requires avoiding gendi@minance in all fields. Male prejudice,
that claims women are not equal to men, has gstdlailed in the district. Men’s dominance
exists not because it is inherent in men’s behamias a result of men’s desire to dominate but
the socio economic system that ensures women’diggdaes not exist in reality. Chauvinism is
not based on men’s desire to oppress. It is, ratiaeised by the fact that women were prevented
from equally participating, with the men, in thecsd and political activities of society and make

decision on their own matter including physical rment.
4.3.5.Access to Credit Facility

When credit facilities and micro-finance supposaie large number of poor and disadvantaged
rural women for borrowing, it increases their apilio earn income that can support the well-
being of women and their families. The availabilioy credit is essential for improving
productivity and enhancing income, and also, aesinior making up seasonal shortfalls. Short-
term credit may be for seeds and fertilizers, amufyiterm credit for tools or animals, and

perhaps to set up a small-scale enterprise, sualpasltry farm, petty business etc.

Even though credit support and microfinance faesitare very important for poverty reduction
and empowerment of rural women, various studiesaksvthat most of rural women do not have
access to credit and micro-finance support (Bedassdn and Ergicho, 2011).However, in the
study area, the interesting point to note is rwaimen has higher access to credit. Of the total
respondents regarding to access for credit serv&®@9% of the them agreed that there was
higher access to credit services particularly freawing and credimicro finance institutions.
Moreover, the results of statistical inference vebd in the table 17.indicates that variable(
access to credit services ) is statistically digant with the Wald value 6.942 at the p-value <
.05(.008).In addition, Exp(B) for the independertriable access to credit facility to rural
women at the study area was .315 which meansthleabdds ratio of women who has the
access to credit facilities are .315 times higluértheir empowerment compared with those
rural women who have no or low access to creditiies provided that all other things remain

constant
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From the focus group discussion and informal anstruntured interview made with the micro
finance institution at the area, the higher interage charged by the micro finance institution
which was 24% interest rate per annum was the gheaat of the borrowers. However, the
credit services helped the rural women particultolget seed, fertilizers and other inputs to start
their agriculture activities as well as to food gwotion and other business activities during the

off farm activities.
4.3.6. The other Factors

In an effort to encourage women to take full partthe political life of the country, special
attention has been given to empowering women iggleres of life so that they can be decision
makers at all levels of governance. However, women’ the study area were still largely
underrepresented in decision-making positions lategels. Of the total respondents, 95% of
them strongly agreed that the overall level ofipgration of women in decision making position
was low. Specifically, the respondents confirmedttivomen’s participation in leadership
position, social affairs, micro and income gene@tiand others activities were low.

Nevertheless, the variable is statistically indigant.

Women suffer from work stereotype and gender distion of labor. Different research findings

clearly projected that traditional customs, tabowsms etc. affects women in variety of ways.
Regarding the culture of the society on empowerneémtiral women at the study area shows
that 79.8% of the respondents believed that thex® discrimination between male and female
that have significant negative impact on their emganent. There is socially constructed and
identified activities or works between sex categ®ri Specifically, collection of firewood,

washing of the family clothes milking and milk pessing activities and others are highly laid
on the shoulder of female family members. Moreowamale early marriage and increased
fertility rate, forced marriage concluded by pasemind marriage by abduction and other
traditional harmful practices confirmed throughemiew and focus group discussion. In
addition to this, women in the study area were almatinely beaten, raped, abducted etc.

However; the variable is statistically insignifi¢da infer the result.
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The new Constitution of the Federal Democratic Réipwof Ethiopia (FDRE) adopted in 1995,
guarantees the women right to acquire, managerandfér land & other property which gives
them equal right with men with respect to use, df@an administration and control over it.
However, the data collected and organized from dhuely area indicated that 64.2% of the
respondents were confirmed that rural women houdshwave low access to asset and other
property related to their husbands. Even thoughvtriable is statistically insignificant in the
analysis using the model, it is worthwhile to nthtat among the total respondents, 99% of them
realized that land was registered and certifietheaname of their husband .Moreover, the assets
obtained by the family member was totally underdbetrol of husband (the family head).These
indicates that rural women still have lower accasd control over agriculture land and other

properties .Hence, their rights are generally aetiirom their husbands.

Finally, the variable included in the study buttistecally insignificant one was the access to
saving for the rural women which has lion sharthenempowerment of rural women. Hence, the
micro finance found at the study area also serthiegural women not only in terms of accessing
to credit but also saving. Among the total respoitsle63.6% of them pointed out that those
rural women have access of saving their moneyrat micro-finance institution found in their

premises.
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CHAPTER 5

5. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.1. CONCLUSION

The governments in all corners of the world cowstriocus on gender equality and women'’s
empowerment not only as human right, but also bexahey are a pathway to achieving the
millennium Development Goals and sustainable dgmént. The interest of all institution is to
ensure that women have a real voice in all govemastructure, from the judiciary to civil
service as well as in the private sector and sivdiety, so they can participate equally with men
in public dialogue and decision making and influetize decision that will determine the future
of their families and countries (UNDP, MDG Rep@®12).

In line with this, the Ethiopian Constitution algovides for the right to equality of women in a
clear manner. This stipulates that the Ethiopiavegament also has the responsibility to enable
the implementation of its relevant provisions tattaffect. As a result, each government entity is
in the country required to combat and eradicatefany of institutional discrimination against

women.

With this background, the present study at Gudurrafa Oromia Regional State has been
formulated with the objectives intended to investisgpractices and challenges of rural women
empowerments through identifying the current statisural women decision making power,

determinant factors for rural women empowermenttargtopose policy interventions.

Literature reviewed in this study reflected that tlmajor constraints in rural women
empowerments are lack of education, lack of freedontake decision, over burdened with
responsibility of performing both household andremuic activities, lack of social mobility and
insufficient loans and lack of capacity buildingdhgh training. In addition to these, system of
supporting women for decision making, traditionallture and religious and gender based

violence are among the constraints for their empoweats
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Both the secondary and primary data was used irstisly. The secondary data was collected
from the regional, zonal and district levels lileports, journals, magazines, broachers etc that
helps to have more concepts. Similarly, the prindata was collected by using triangulation
techniques (cross checking) data collection teakesgfrom four data sources like households
levels in the rural kebeles, selected rural townd aivil servants of the study area through
designing and testing the applicability of the disemaires. Second, the data was gathered from
district administrative office leaders and womefaia$ office leaders at the study area by using
structured interview question. In addition, theadatas collected using group discussion with

elders’, religious leaders’ and professionals al$ agecivil servant found at selected kebeles.

FDRE Constitution, Policies, strategies and codescted on equality between sexes in their
interaction concerning marriage related issues wesestigated. All this articles approved that it
is non-discriminatory on the basis of sex followitig FDRE constitutional commitment on
gender equality. However, the assessment condumtedural women empowerment from
analysis made using descriptive and econometribi@detising selected indicators shows that it

is not efficiently gender sensitive to addresstegschallenges on their empowerment.

Lack of information access by rural women prevhéit low level of awareness including the
Constitution and the National Policy on Women, amass of laws, their interpretation and
application which is vital in order to dischargeittresponsibilities and utilize benefits from the
policy and strategies due to heavy work overloagdraRWomen’s low participation in social
affairs because of work overload in the family dedpwith having more number of children
have negative effect on their access to informatitarmful traditional practices including men’s
highly beating their wives and lack of women’s phgbmobility deprives them of getting better
livelihood opportunities and giving them the coefde they need to tackle gender inequalities

are the major findings of the study.

Finally, the other variable included in the study btatistically insignificant one were women'’s
asset ownership and control over it, participatiordecision making position, culture of the

society and the access to saving for the rural wowlgch have lion share in the empowerment
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of rural women. Hence, all respondents of rural wormat household level confirmed that their

participation in decision making power, accessamrgy and control over asset was low.

5.2. RECOMMENDATION

Women constitute half of the Ethiopia populationisia fact that any political, economic and
social activity that doesn’'t involve and benefiomen can not be fruitful because such an
activity is based on half the manpower, half thewledge, half the effort, etc...of that which is
available in the country. Though women’s rightsetpual participation and benefits, with men,
can't be seen separately from the overall econaanit political progress in society, it is an
established fact that women'’s rights need spetiaht@on in the change process. Hence, this
study clearly points out existence of gaps in rawvamen empowerment at four rural Kebeles
and one rural town in Guduru Woreda of Oromia Reglctate. Therefore, the study strongly
recommends some of the most important factors toobsidered by the decision makers while

introducing any policy initiative for empoweringrall women as follows

5.2.1. Ensure adequate awareness regarding the importancef rural women’s active
participation in the development democratization anl peace agenda.

* Ensure that rural women have sufficient awarendssutathe fact that their
emancipation they themselves are the main forcedh@a solve the problem of
oppression.

* Help women overcome the dependency syndrome amdngage that hinder their
emancipation through their own efforts and struggle

* Help women overcome their inferiority syndrome atelelop an attitude that
affirms that they can perform any task to bringwthshange in all sectors, just like
men.

5.2.2. Organizing forum with a view of encouraging ruralwomen’s participation

» Organize various forum where rural women can ds¢he challenges they face
and suggest solutions.

* Ensure that in these forums, rural women can kaddnsensus for implementing

solutions.
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* Ensuring that the forum become platforms wherel wcamen from all walks of
life have effective dialogue and discussions tavmte their cause.

* Ensure whether various forum organized develop wdsneapacity to solve
their own problems and to make adequate preparétiothe implementation of
their objectives.

» Enable women fight tendencies that hinder their petent participation in any
forum and make them effective in promoting rurahvem’s struggle and rights.

» Facilitate the creation of linkages between variwosien’s organizations so as to
affect their advance to a federal structure andieteelop organized rural women'’s
capacity building activities.

5.2.3. Enable women to competently implement the set Diréions and Become
Beneficiaries of Results.

* Overcome backward attitudes and the demeaning eclgdl of inferiority
complex that rural women endure while at the same tdeveloping their
confidence and ensuring that they, the rural wonteamselves, actively
participate in the development and democratizatiprocesses in their
communities.

* Help them become industrious and willing to do amyk, compatible with their
capacities and develop a culture of using theioines frugally.

* They must be encouraged play a frontline role i $truggle against harmful
traditional practices that militate against womenest for equality.

* Young women must become role models for their paatgsuse all educational
and training opportunities, adopt new democratituales to become frontline
leaders in eradicating harmful practices.

5.2.4. The Government has to implement the package in a ngpelling manner

» Design policies, laws and plans that take in tosaeration, rural women’s
participation and benefits at all levels.

» Carry out training and capacity building activities enable rural women to

actively and competently participate in all fields.
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5.2.5. Ensure rural women’s land ownership

Ensure the land ownership of rural women (equalth wen) assisting them in
acquiring and maintaining their right of becomingnbficiaries and enabling
them acquire land certificates equally with men.

Give due attention to ensuring maximum utilizat@frrural women’s on land.
This would mean that it would not only solve rumabmen’s economic
problems but also have a significant contributiorttte country's production.
Thus, facilities will be in place to enable rurabmven who have land to join
hands with landless youths and work together fotuadbenefits.

Ensure that rural women’s benefits are guarantdeshveasing their land.
Ensure that women heads of households who owndpedd maximum time
utilizing it so as to use their labour for develagrh

Assist the community to properly understand andrirdlize the significance of
women’s labor in development, so as to render ttieenrespect.

Enable women become equal beneficiaries, with mmeagricultural technology
and extension services.

Assist rural women to increase their income by gimgain non-agricultural
activities

Enable rural women to benefit from credit and sgsischemes.

5.2.6. As rural women are burdened with heavy household afres programs shall be

designed and promoted to alleviate this burden.

Provide informal (adult) education in Kebeles foothers and girls (who lack
access to formal schooling for personal reasons).

Promote rural energy technology that benefits fmiat the kebele level.
Introduce time and energy saving modified appliante every kebele and
ensure that women have access to these technologies

Provide incentives to investors who install floultsnin rural areas.

Provide clean water in rural areas i.e in the vigiof rural women and ensure
their participation in the running of the water\see as committee members,

also ensure their engagement in the technical aspetean water supply.
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5.2.7. Ensure Elimination of Harmful Traditional Practices Against Rural Women

Efforts shall be exerted to ensure that rural comtres are aware of the
problems that rural women face due to backwardmharpractices and to
commit themselves to eradicate there practicesprBynoting best experiences
in the regions and, using the local governmentall amongovernmental
organizations (NGOs) as well as various culturalctires and religious
leaders, an integrated struggle will be waged &olieate those practices.
Create a condition in which rural women’s associai effectively lead the
women’s struggle to eradicate harmful traditionagtices.

Teach pupils and students about rural women’s gigimd how to tackle the
despicable challenges facing women as a resubtirofitul practices.

Eliminate harmful traditional practices that negaly affect rural women’s
health and create a mass movement by joining htggsher with local elders,

religious leaders, etc.

5.2.8. Conduct continuous and focused activities that reduin attitudinal and cultural

changes among rural women

Focus on eliminating rural women’s sense of inféiyoand overcome gender
based discrimination. Perform tasks that prove arhwomen are equal.

Help rural women accept that they should not appdymful practices on
themselves and their daughters and help them be&mmieline leaders in the

struggle to change society for the better.

5.2.9. Strengthening leadership capacity and participation

Help women to make efforts to move to senior jomss and give proper

attention to their legitimate demands and develgense of ownership among
the rural women themselves to make a real contabuhough their professions
and knowledge to solve problems that face rurahes.

Promote and develop rural women'’s political papttion and decision making
at every level.

Ensure that women competently and sufficientlyipigate at different levels of

the various councils.
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In particular, ensure that they have equal reptatien in the district and
kebele councils.
Enable young and educated women in rural areagd¢onbe members of the
executive bodies, thus, developing their particqratin kebele and district
administrations.
Build women’s capacity, continuously, to enhanceirttparticipation and its

sustainability and provide training designed toedep their leadership capacity.

5.2.10.Ensuring that women'’s rights as provided in the Costitution the family law and

other provisions are implemented and respected. Ads strengthening the legal

protection of women

Ensure that the family law is implemented in a coghpnsive manner and
prevent the violation of women’s human and demacrahts.

A condition will be created in which the legislajvthe judiciary and the
executive bodies give due attention and conductdioated activities to ensure
that women’s rights are respected.

Develop the knowledge of rural women about faméyv| other laws and
policies with regard to their own rights.

Strengthen institutions that provide assistancevéonen to ensure that their
legally endorsed rights are respected.

Ensure that women’s quest for justice is rapidlgradsed by the judiciary to
make them equal beneficiaries of the justice systmu fight gender based
abuses.

Develop women'’s participation in the justice systana give special attention
to increasing the number of women, in regular avaiad courts as well as in the
police force and the prosecutor's office, thus fing about real and tangible

change for the better regarding women'’s rights.

5.2.11.Ensure that the mass media give due attention to w@en’s issues in their work

The mass media at the federal and regional lev#liseport on rural women’s
economic, social and political challenges as wslltlze solutions and their

achievements.
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= All mass media institutions will consciously manabgeir output, making sure
that no programs, features, news etc reflect gebidaror demeaning contents
regarding women. They must give careful attentiorinie contents so that all

messages, promote women’'s equality and confidencaleimocratize our
culture.
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ANNEXE - |: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSE PATTERN OF
EXPLANATORY VARIABLE

Variables Level Number Percentage (%)
Empowerment Level of High 64 21.2%
Rural women Low 238 78.8%

High 41 13.6%

Level of Information acces; Low 261 86.4%
Level of participation in High 34 11.3%
social affairs Low 268 88.7%
Level of freedom of Yes 142 47.0%
mobility/ No 160 53.0%
Level of Violence against High 169 56.0%
women Low 133 44.0%
Level of land and other High 108 35.8%
asset ownership Low 194 64.2%
Level of participation in High 31 10.3%
Decision making Low 271 89.7%
Yes 192 63.6%

Access to saving service No 110 36.4%
Yes 202 66.9%

Access to Credit Service No 100 33.1%
Total 302 100.0%




ANNEXE - II: LIST OF SELECTED VARIABLES FOR EMPIRICAL ANALYSIS

Expected
Code | Explanatory Variables Description of Explanatory Variables Correlation
INFO | Access to Information Access to any informatE1 if high or = 0 if low positive
PAR Social participation Social participation #high or =0 if low positive
VIOL | Violence Against Rural Women Harmful Traditianviolence =1 if high or = O if low negative
PAU Freedom of Mobility Freedom of mobility =1 iey or = O if not Positive
CUL | Culture of the Society Traditional Culture $Yes or = 0 if not negative
CRED | Access to Credit Service Access to finarsgabice = 1 if yes or = O if not Positive
SAV | Access to Saving Access to saving service f=y&g or = 0 if not positive
ASST | Access and Control over land Women havimgseto assets =1 if high ,or =0 if low positive
DEC Participation in decision makingparticipation in decision making = 1 if high o0=f low | Positive
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CHAPTER ONE

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1. Back Ground of The Study

Empowerment is the process of enabling or authagizin individual to think, behaves, take
action and control work in an autonomous way tete@ntrol of one's own destiny. It includes
both control over resources (Physical, Human, let&lal and Financial) and over Ideology
(Belief, values and attitudes) (Batliwala, 1994 fédfore, individuals become empowered when
they obtain, the right to determine choices in Bfied to influence the direction of change,

through the ability to gain control over materialanon-material resources (Rowlands, 1997).

Moreover, empowerment is about gaining power aberty, it is the ability or capacity to act,
the strength and influence to accomplish a comnamneunity and citizenship duty. It is the
vital energy to make choice and decisions to oveecaleeply embedded practices and to
cultivate higher, more effective ones (BT Costardin2005). Hence, empowerment in general
and women’s empowerment in particular involvesmaprovement in women’s ability to manage
their own lives. This is obtained through increagedess to key resources and activities. It is the
activities improving the ability of women to acceake constituents of development in particular

health, education, earnings opportunities, rigitsl political participation(World Bank:2001)

The definition described above clearly indicatest, empowerment is a process of awareness
and capacity building which leads to greater pgoditton and greater decision making power
and point to the conclusion that it is necessarytmr as whole and marginalized women to the
specific to improve their situation. The proces&wipowering women will improve their ability

to manage their lives in all aspects. This improaedity to manage their own lives entails an
expansion of women’s opportunities in socio-ecormomnd also equal opportunities in
comparison with men. Therefore, empowerment of womenothing but strengthening of their
innate vitality which should enable the women avugr of women to realize their full identity

and power in all spheres of life and also equaingaiin development process.

The major or key means of empowerment factors gmlitical empowerment, legal

empowerment, social empowerment, cultural empowetraed economic empowerment and of
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all these, economic empowerment for the womenesihjor one. Specifically, the major factors
affecting the rural women empowerment were acagdand, independent earning, community
participation, decision making and self-confidenEarther education and social participation,

also affect the empowerment of rural women (Bhanatma G.U; 2005)

Taking into consideration all the reality discussdmbve, the Federal government of Ethiopia
also has put its commitment towards various polityprovements to enhance economic,
political, social and legal empowerments of womErom the political view point, the policy
improvements to realize women empowerment inclygtesence of National Women Policy,
presence of women'’s reserved seat in the parlignpgasence of Women Affairs Office at
regional and sector levels, presence of differeomen associations, commitment of the

government to reform the civil service by mainstnésy gender at all levels

In relation to legal empowermentgvised legislative reform were made that has phvéor
empowering women and girls and safeguarding thehts .Moreover, ratification of
international conventions on women rights like Gamtions on the Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW, Women’s Riglteotocol on Harmful Traditional
Practices (HTP), the Beijing Platform for Actiondawmthers as well as presence of strong
criminal laws for cases of violation against womamd girls (Ministry of Women’s Affairs
Annual Report, 2007) .

In economic empowerment of women, the major aetwicarried out by the government in the
past two decades includes : promoting women’s @péiion in developing economic policies
and managing the economy, enhance rural womenal egaess to and control over productive
resources and services (land, oxen, extensionjtciadorder to make them food secure and
come out of the poverty trap, improve the LivesPastoral Women, Enhance urban women's
and disabled women'’s access to and control ovaragiz resources and services (land, credit,
employment, training), reduce women’s workload gdvide special social and economic
safety and security to poor urban and rural as agldisabled women which is important in
gender sensitive poverty reduction strategy arengmevised and implemented core activities

in economic policy of the country.




From the social view point, the government has beade a notable achievements in the past
two decades in realizing women empowerment relatetivities like educating girls to
translates into better conditions for the whole dehwold, in terms of better health, nutrition and
education for the family. An educated woman is mikely to delay marriage, practice family
planning resulting in a smaller family size, moxaitable food for the family, and resources to
educate the children. Investing in girls' educativerefore has high social and economic returns

and is instrumental in achieving sustainable deyeknt and economic growth.

Being part and parcel of the country, the Oromisidtal Regional State has made a number of
efforts towards effective and smooth implementatbrthese political, social and economic as
well as legal related empowerment of women inclgdimternational conventions and
constitution too, though some changes were fountetdifficult to address the deep rooted
women’s problems as needed to Aéerefore, this research proposal titled as detentifactors for
rural women empowerment in Oromia Regional Sgte--- district (woreda) is projected aiming to
identify the factors affecting their empowerment ao propose the recommendable solution to policy

makers and other concerned bodies like stakehoi¢hs area.

1.2. Statement of the Problem

Women empowerment can be viewed as a means ofngeasocial environment in which one
can take decision and make choices either indiViylea collectively for social transformation.

It strengthens their innate ability by way of asqg knowledge, power and experience. Having
the deep insight of this realities, the governnadriEthiopia recognized that the empowerment of
Ethiopian women would not only go a long way tongriabout socio-economic development,
but is in fact the pre condition, and indispensata&lysts for sustainable development, good
governance and achieving the MDG agenda. To thectefmuch progress has been made in
addressing gender equality and empowering womewoudgfr continued and enhanced
implementation of the policies and strategies thate a significant difference over the past 20

years.

It is believed that women’s empowerment play alvitde in empowering and enhancing the
decision-making capacity of wome&thiopia: 2010 Millennium Development Goals Report).

While much progress has been made still addressomgen empowerment remain the most




challenging one in socio-economic aspects. In daheas of both social and the economic
empowerment, women in Ethiopia are systematicafigdl’antaged relative to men. According
to the 2007 national census, Less than half (42régmt) of the population of Ethiopia were
literate. The proportions of literate persons by show the existence of wider gap between
sexes. Slightly more than half or 50.7 percent alemwere literate while the proportion of
literate females (34.6 percent) was far less thair tnale counter parts. Though large steps have
been made in closing the gender gap in primary adut the gender gap remains with marked
rural /urban and regional discrepancy. Disparitieseases at the levels of higher, secondary and
especially, at tertiary education, where only 24%students are femaleEthiopia: 2010

Millennium Devel opment Goals Report)

In the area of the economic empowerment of womehiofia is largely a rural economy in
which the GDP is primary based on agricultural jpietd in which 84% of the populations reside
in rural area. Sex-disaggregated indicators relatedeconomic empowerment show that
Ethiopian women often lack access to productiveetasand business development services
including micro finance; only insignificant numbeed women are landholders, while their
landholdings are not usually prime fertile land &k number of women working in agriculture
have been able to access credit to boost produciiomen with no independent means of
supporting themselves are less likely to leaveevibrelationships: those who do may end up

trafficked or in commercial sex work and thereferposed to greater levels of violence.

Despite the fact that there was a significant immprments in relation to political and leadership
empowerment comparing with the previous electiomsiod, still the level of women’s
representation in the federal parliament is loyrioportion to the total number of women in the
country. In the first parliament (1995 election®, Wwomen (2.74%) were represented out of 547
seats while in the second parliament (2000 eleraoound 42 (7.7%) of the elected members of
the parliament were women. In the third parliam@005-2010), the number of women holding
seats rose to 117 (22%). During the third electtbe, government had strived to increase the
number of women legislators to 30-50% of the hotls®ugh different measures. The number of
seats held by women in the House of Federatiombasreached 21 (18.75%thiopia: 2010

Millennium Development Goals Report).




Apart from the political empowerment of women, trag women on leadership is the major
mechanism undertaken to strengthen women'’s capiacdgcision making .In this regard, they
are still largely underrepresented in decision-mgkpositions at all levels. They have also not
made major progress in attaining political poweldgislative bodies. Findings of the current
status of women in the political and public deaisimaking positions indicate that: the
constitutional commitment of the government to gaffirmative Action has not been translated
into concrete action at all levels; the numberlet®d women representatives is still low; more
and more women are engaged in formal employmentataiunderrepresented in middle and
higher management positions; and the number of woleaders and decision makers at the

various level of the decentralized government stimecis still very low.

This study therefore, intends to find out the daadles and practices on rural women
empowerment in Oromia regional state particulanythe study areas and to recommend the
solution for identified problems .To this effedtetstudy is proposed to attempts answer for the
following key research questions.
5. To what extent the women at the study area are eetgal?
6. What are the factors affecting women empowermetitergrass root level particularly in
the study areas?
7. What are the major challenges in empowering wonoseioseconomic aspects?
8. What policy intervention needs to be proposed suswomen empowerment at the
rural area?
1.3. Obijective of the Study

The general objective of the study is to invesagpatactices and challenges on rural women
empowerments in the study area. To this end, theifspobjectives are listed below:

6. To identify the current status of rural women damn making position

7. To identify the factors affecting rural women emgoment in the study area

8. To identify the most determinant among the fac#dfscting rural women empowerment

9
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1.4. Significance of the Study

Most of the earlier studies have concentrated areldpment of rural women, of late there is a
shift from development to empowerment of women,necoically through income generating
activities. Socially through accessing differentiab services and politically improving their
decision making capacity through participating iffedent leadership development activities.
The present study is likely to provide valuable omfiation to the government and

nongovernment agencies about the extent of emposveraf the rural women .

The product of this research identifies the majoosmen’'s empowering and sustainable
livelihood factors in socio-economic and culturattbrs and it comes up with possible remedies
for those problems. It also aims to find out theegnation of success factors in empowerment

that leads to sustainable livelihood in rural worsdife.

Further, this study is initiated to generate andl smime information to the existing knowledge of
socio-economic factors that have contributions @npowering women and sustainable
livelihood. The findings of this research would yide multipurpose information to different
users, including practitioners in donors, policgrpiers, academicians and the public at large. To
the specific, women’s empowerment promoters ancldewment policy makers could use the
findings of this study to improve women’s partidipa in all aspects as well as to justify

investment in the sector. In addition, it will raiguestions for further research and study.

1.5. Limitation of the Study

It is a single student investigation, which pladesitations on time, resourcestc., which
obviously lead to the purposive selection of theale of the study. The study will be expressed
in opinions of the respondents, which may not lee from their individual perception and bias
in spite of the researcher’s efforts to get themlgsctively as possibl&he study is proposed to
deal with specific woreda among the total woredantbin the region. Hence, it may not a
representative of other woredas. Further, finaneiatl time constraints will compel the
researcher to limit the sample size and the scbpleeoresearch. Therefore, generalization may

not free from the limitation. The research alsaues only on women found in the study area. It




also restricts itself to assess a few empowermmtitators, particularly changes in economic

decision-making, community participation and sopiasition.

1.6. Delimitation of the study

This study is limited to one Woreda and 35 rurab&es and three rural town located in the
Woreda found 280 kilometers from finfinnee and @0rketers from the zonal administration of

that woreda.

It will limit upcoming of some important women enyperment issues existing in other Woredas
of the zone and region. Hence, finance may comsttaicarry out research in other Woredas.
Nevertheless, this study will hopefully give insigh women empowerment aspect in rural area

of Oromia Regional State.



CHAPTER TWO
2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

2.1. Concept of empowerment

The concept of empowerment was the outcome of akwemportant critiques and debates
generated by women’s movement throughout the wanhd] particularly in the Third World
(Wickramasinghe, 2000).

The term empowerment is used to refer to selfmekaand self-respect in order to enable each
person reach his/her God given potential (Chestawh Kuhn, 2002). According to Rowlands
(1995), the definition of empowerment is bringingople on the outside of a decision process
into it. It is also considered as the ability totadb an income that enables participation in
economic decision-making. Individuals become empedeavhen they obtain the right to control

over material and non-material resources to deterrtihoices in their life.

Staples (1990) defined the term empowerment as sn@ro gain power (b) to develop power;

to take or seize power; (c) to facilitate or engimever and (d) to give or grant or permit power.

Sen (1997) based on a case study in India, stredsednportance of empowerment of an
individual in order to gain control over assetscéing to her, empowerment is about change
in favour of those who previously exercised littlentrol over their lives. This change has two
components, the first is control over resourcesaffcial, physical and human) and the second is
control over ideology belief, values and attitud&he concluded that government, non-
government organizations (NGOs) and other instinggido not empower people, but people
empower themselves. But, through policies and astigovernment can either create a

supportive environment

Sudharaniet al. (2000) defined empowerment as the process of citailg existing power
relations and gaining greater control over the sesiof power. Empowerment is a process of
awareness and capacity building leading to grep#eticipation to greater decision making

power and control to transformative action




Dr. K. Lalitha et.al.(2011)Empowerment can be viewed as a means of creatisgcal
environment in which one can take decisions andencabices either individually or collectively
for social transformation. It strengthens one'satanability by way of acquiring knowledge
power and experience. Empowerment is a multi-dinoga$ social process that helps people
gain control over their own lives, communities amdheir society, by acting on issues that they
define as important.

BT Costantinog2005). Empowerment is about gainirgpwer and liberty, it is thefaculty or
capacity to act, the strength and potency to accomplish a common community and citizenship
duty. It is the vital energy to make choice andislens to overcome deeply embedded practices
and to cultivate higher, more effective ones. Emgoment, the feeling of security, and
guidance, brings about true wisdom which in turndmees the spark or catalyst to release and
direct power. Tandley Omprakash Sridevi (2005) aixg the term ‘empowerment’ as a process
by which the disempowered individuals and groupa ga& power to control their lives and the

ability to make strategic life choices.

From the above reviews, it is very clearly revedlet empowerment is a process of awareness
and capacity building which leads to greater pguditton and greater decision making power. It
also revealed that empowerment is considered aslhfi¢y to obtain an income that enables
participation in economic decision-making and gagnpower and liberty to enhance the capacity
in political participation. Moreover, it indicatéisat empowerment is a multi-dimensional social
process that helps people gain control over their ives, communities and in their society, by
acting on issues that they define as important.

2.2. Importance of Rural Women Empowerment

G.U,.Bharathamma (2005)analyzed the women empowerment with the correspgniévels of
discrimination and effectiveness of decision-makygvomen in different rural enterprises and
concluded that the female headed households wieretieé in taking decision in respect of work
mobility, schooling, health care, asset creationpleyment generation and social participation
in low social status households. The informal empaoment was wide spread through women
earning members, their decisions were subjectedrious degrees of discrimination by males.




Ministry of Women’s Affairs (2006). Gender inequgliis deep-rooted in social, economic,
cultural and political structures and thus closekgrtwined with every development challenge
ranging from the elimination of poverty to the pmtion of peace and democracy. In other
words, countries will not be able to combat povednyd the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and ensure

sustained development without a deliberate attémptvercome gender inequality.

G.U,.Bharathamma (2005also revealed that empowerment of women is nothing
strengthening of their innate vitality which showddable the women or group of women to
realize their full identity and power in all spheref life and also equal partner in development

process.

Manisha Desai, (2010).Empowerment is about mohtjzyrassroots women, encouraging their
participation and giving them voice in predetermingevelopment strategies without giving
them the power to challenge existing narrativedeMelopment and to articulate new alternatives

G. S. Ogato et.al (200&mpowering rural women through improved accessetp roductive
resources and agricultural services is the righticeh for developing countries like Ethiopia
where rural women’s contribution to agriculturabguction and food security is quite immense.
Hemantha (2001) citied in .GS. Ogato et.al (2009that empowering women has
comprehensively given the parameters of empowerofembmen as follows,
» Enhance self-esteem and self-confidence in women.
» Build a positive image of women by recognizing theontribution to the society and
economy.
» Develop in them an ability to think critically.
» Faster decision-making action through collectivecpss.
» Enable women to make informed choices in areasglikecation, employment and health
especially reproductive health.
* Ensure equal participation in development process.

* Provide information, knowledge and skill for ecorioimdependence.
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- Enhance access to legal literacy and informatitated to their rights and entitlements in
the society with a view to enhance their partiggain all areas.
From the above reviews, it is very clearly reveatbdt rural women empowerment has
paramount importance in taking decision in resgéctvork mobility, schooling, health care,
asset creation, employment generation and soaiatipation in low social status households. In
addition to this, it helps women to enhance theif-asteem and self-confidence and ensure
equal participation in all development process

2.3. Factors affecting empowerment of rural women

G. S. Ogato et.al (2006learly revealed that the major factors affecting émpowerment were
access to land, independent earning, communityicgEation, decision making and self-
confidence. Further education and social partimpatalso affect the empowerment of rural

women

Manisha Desai, (2010).Most measures like the GeBdgrowerment Measure (GEM) focus on
a few indicators at the aggregate level and actualeasure gender equality rather than
empowerment. GEM is essentially a measure of thnekcators: control over economic

resources, measured by men and women’s earned én@wranomic participation and decision
making, measured by women and men’s share of aslrative, professional, managerial, and
technical positions; and political participationdadecision making, measured by male and

female share of parliamentary seats.

UNFPA (2008).Until recently, variables such as education andleympent were commonly
used to capture empowerment and other related ptsxsach as women’s autonomy and status.
Their use is justified by the fact that they haweorsg positive correlation with the direct
empowerment indicators. A woman’s level of eduggtiber employment status, particularly
employment for cash, and media exposure are expéxiee positively related to empowerment.
Women who are educated, employed, and exposec tmédia are likely to be better equipped
with the information and the means needed to fonatffectively in the modern world. Together
these factors are expected to influence women’sratit abilities as well as their attitudes on

gender roles.
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Taking the perspective of people in householdgdmnian (1992) citied in Nazrul Islagnal (20-
--) argues that they potentially have access teethkinds of powersocial, political and
psychological. ,Social powef requires ,access to certain “bases” of househmduyxction such
as information, knowledge and skills, participatiom social organizations, and financial
resources. This form of empowerment therefore includes keyuess of social capital, which

has been identified as an essential element cdisasie rural community development.

The concept of women’s empowerment splits intoglmemponents, each measured separately:
Inter-spouse consultation index, which seeks toesgmt the extent to which husbands consult
their wives in household affairs; individual automp index which represents womers self-
reported autonomy of physical movement outsidehthiese and in matters of spending money;
and the authority index, which reports on actuaisien-making power (which is traditionally in
the hands of the patriarch of the family). Complralomponents of empowerment are included
in the eight indicators also like mobility, econa@nsecurity, ability to make small purchases,
ability to make larger purchases, involvement injanalecisions, relative freedom from
domination by the family, political and legal awaess, and involvement in political
campaigning and protests.

P. Murugesan, and D. Namasivayam(2012). Recentriexges have shown a strong link
between education and empowerment, literacy lesald nature of education, employment
access and productive earnings of female from Adtice, non-agriculture are the concerns
regarding women empowerment. Income plays a pesititerventionist role in creating gender
equality, or acts as an agent of basic changedarsthatus of women. Women'’s low status and
subordination is ascribed to their lack of eduaatibw economic status, lack of access to

resources and low decision making power expresgedany as having no voice.

From the above reviews ,the determinate factor&/ahen empowerment are summarized as
Education , health, Land ownership , Ownershiptbeépassets (other than land) , Control over
income contributed by her to the family, Controkothe income of the family, Savings ,Access

to credit ,Social participation ,Cash income earimeth income generating activities, community
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participation, decision making and self-confidengmlitical participation and decision making,

measured by female share of parliamentary seats.—et

2.4. Constraints Experienced by Rural Women for Empowernent

Bharathamma G.U (2005) states that rural womenfaig personal problems like lack of
education, lack of freedom to take decision, overdbned with responsibility of performing

both household and economic activities, lack ofaanobility and insufficient loans.

PitamberS.et.al (2004). The most critical problem facing th@men empowerment in Ethiopia
is that of inadequateapacity at different levels as reflected in the techniaacity of the staff,
outdated methodologies, approaches and tools togieo gender mainstreaming, adequate
information exchange and knowledge sharing, as aglhadequate equipment and information

technologyTrainingand updating of knowledge and skills is among tiitecal constraint.

Farida Shaheed (2009) lists some challenges in wenempowerments aS§imply ensuring

numbers as provided for in the MDGs indicator, does notrgagee progress on gender equality
and women’s empowerment as called for in the Riatfdn some countries, the House of
Representatives raised the quota of women’s remiesen in political parties to 35 percent,
even though no party had managed to fulfill thevignes 30 percent quota for women in the
parliamentary elections. Women still make up omw Ipercent of the House and in regional

legislatures.

The other constraints aseipporting women as rights claimantsAll out efforts are required to
ensure that women are supported to be rights ctasn@he basic approach cannot be piecemeal,
increasing women’s decision-making and hence pdvesrto been seen as a comprehensive
agenda. Not only must women exercise free choicedeciding amongst available options,
women must be supported to formulate the choicas dkist. In this efforts must be made to
address the sources of legitimization used tofjustie existing disempowering structures of
power. In planning measures for women’s empowernteig important to realise that a
relaxation or redefinition of the gender rules measpect of life does not transfer automatically

to another. For example, a woman may be able takbpzevious rules in order to earn a
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livelihood, but this does not at all mean that shk therefore gain the right to socialize with

whom she wants. Unfortunately there are no easyieob.

The formidable barrier of culture & threatened or actual violence .Various civil society
review on women in politics and decision-makingAisia Pacific concluded that progress was
impeded by both institutional and cultural barriszsvomen’s participation. The persistence of
male dominated social structures and socializajiwacesses seriously impede women’s
meaningful participation in political and decisioraking processes. Party politics and electoral
systems are generally biased against women. Woroatinoe to be assigned traditional
domestic roles confined to the household, and nsodtlpolitical leadership and participation
continue to privilege masculine traits while femiaiqualities are deemed unsuitable for political

leadership.

Tradition, culture and religion are used to keep women disempowered. Women are toad
believe that changing their lives and gender-ridesontradictory to the values and precepts of
their traditions, culture or religion. Women thetrss will buy into such notions. Social cultural

notions of appropriateness/inappropriateness wiltfion as gatekeepers to change.

Gender-based violencavhen women do challenge such notions, they cam Vadence, a key

mechanism of control exercised at the family anthrmoinity level. Gender-based violence —
both threatened and actual acts of gender baséehemis used to deny women rights, power
over self and access to decision-making forumdudieg but not only the formal political

processes. To eliminate all forms of violence agfamomen and girls, it is crucial that people
first reject the ‘cultural’ excuses that justify carthereby perpetuate such violence. Violent
practices in the name of culture are serious impedis to women’s power and decision-

making.

Support systems for decision-makinglt is important to identify which support mechsms,
institutions and actors women can and most fredypedcess in different environments for
which issues. Decision-making is often predicatadaocessing some support. One reason that

women decide to forego their inheritance, for exi@mis in order not to alienate their brothers
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who are perceived as the main source of suppouldtgoblems arise in their marriages. For
women to exercise decision-making requires ensuwognen’'s access to safe spaces (e.g.
shelters, meeting rooms, safe spaces) that woalbdlethem to discuss their issues and arrive at

meaningful and empowering choices.

From the above reviews, the majors constraintsunalrwvomen empowerments are lack of
education, lack of freedom to take decision, overdbned with responsibility of performing
both household and economic activities, lack ofaanobility and insufficient loans and lack
of capacity building through training. In additida these, system of supporting women for
decision making, traditional culture and religioasd gender based violence are among the
constraints for their empowerments.
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CHAPTER THREE

3. METHODOLOGY

This chapter deals with research methods and tgebsithat will be used in the study. It mainly

describes the procedure followed in the selectiatigtrict, study areas and respondents. Besides

the variables used in the study and their measureptecedure, data collection methods and use

of statistical tools can been outlined. All these presented under the following sub headings.
3.1. Method of Data Collection

Both the secondary and primary data will be usedhan study. The secondary data will be
collected from the regional, zonal and woreda keVi&k reports, journals, magazines, broachers
etc that helps me to have more concepts about rénatiges and challenges of rural women
empowerments. Similarly, the primary data are gdimgoe collected by using triangulation
(cross checking) data collection techniques fromr fdata sources. First, the primary data is
directly collected from women found at householegels in the rural kebeles, selected rural
towns and civil servants of the study area throdgsigning and testing the applicability of the
guestionnaires. Second, the data will also gathieosa woreda administrative office leaders and
women affairs office leaders at the study areareparing interview question .This category of
interview helps the researcher to identify how mueomen in the district are beneficiaries
from socio economic and legal aspects based onghagortion in the total population.

Thirdly, the data will be collected using groupatlission with elders’, religious leaders’ and
professionals found at selected kebeles to knowp#reeption of the society concerning rural

women empowerment.

3.2. Instrument for Data Collection

Based on the objectives of the study, questionsaingerview and focal group discussion as well
as personal observation supported by graphs, asdavinstruments are important to collect
data from the study area. Questionnaires are usewllect data from the sample respondent
(women) found at selected rural kebeles and rwaintand public sectors in the woreda.

Conducting interview with leaders of concernedagffat woreda level on contemporary situation
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of rural women empowerment is also important. Grdigeussion held with rural kebeles health
extension workers, teachers, agricultural extengiorkers, elders and religious leaders found in
the community is also used to collect data. Theegfquestioners, interview, group discussion

and personal observation are the most importartd teeed for data collection techniques.

3.3. Sampling Techniques

For this study, the source of population is theaenirtotal number of women at household level
aged (15-59) in the selected woreda. The preligisanple data collection undertaken through
telephone interview by the researcher indicates ttiexe are 25,557 grand total population (at
rural kebeles, towns and public sectors ) as ofusug@0, 2004 E.C consisting of 19,230 in 31
rural kebeles and 6,327 in urban town includingligusectors in the woreda

Based on the identified population numb#re sample size determination techniques from
among different methods are the one which has dpedl by Carvalho (1984), cited by Zelalem
(2005) will be used. The method is presented irfdhewing table 1

Table 1: Sample Size Determination

Population size Sample Size
Low Medium High
51-90 5 13 20
91-150 8 20 32
151-280 13 32 50
281-500 20 50 80
501-1200 32 80 125
1201-3200 50 125 200
3021-10000 80 200 315
10001-35000 125 315 500
35001-150000 200 500 800

As indicated above the population size of the stisd$7,520 which ranges between 10001 —
35,000 according to Carvalho’s sample size detatiwn indicated in table. Thus , taking in to
account a small population size variance and th&t ob getting each samples and time

consuming for large sample size , medium sample @zmore appropriate applying in
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accordance with the given population size. Theggfthe sample size selected for the study
under consideration &15.

Considering the heterogeneity of the populatiorst fihe woreda will be categorized into four
strata (as East, West, Northern and Southern gadjn each stratum, using random sampling
techniques (lottery system), one kebele and froreetural town also one rural town will be
selected. The remaining data will be collected fralmmen civil servant in the woreda by
selecting 3 sectors using purposive methods.Theredorural kebeles, one urban town and three
public sectors in the woreda will be used as sarapa. From the identified kebeles,rural towns
and public sectors , appropriate sample for questive administration will be again selected by
using proportionality sampling technique to give equal weights for each selected kebeles |,
towns and public sectors. Once the total sampkefsn each kebeles , towns and public sectors
are determined, appropriate respondents from thel&e ,towns and public sectors are selected

by using random sampling technique

Accordingly, the sample size for the study was i and summarized by using preliminary
simple data collection undertaken through telephaterview with the woreda Administrative

Office as well as woreda women'’s affairs in thédaing tables:

Geog. Number of | Name of selected Total Proportional
Categories | Rural kebeles by| population(women aged| Sample size
of Woreda | Kebeles (randam sample) | 15-59)
Eastern 9 Baro kebele 464 52
West 12 I/A/Tolera kebeleg 582 65
Southern 6 A/Robi kebele 614 69
Northern 4 Sirba kebele 596 66
Rural town | 3 Ayele rural town| 428 47
Public 3 Education 87 140 16
sector Health= 102

Finance = 11
Total 2824 315
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3.4. Method of Data Analysis

As far as the methodological issues are concebutl,descriptive and econometric model will
be considered to analysis and find out the estisnate

3.4.1. Descriptive Method of Data Analysis

The descriptive method of data analysis is impadrt@n analysis the demography of the

population in the study area in terms of age, sdxcational background, family size, sex ratio
...etc. of the respondents and overall population.tfie end, the descriptive methods of

statistical analysis like percentage, mean, stahdawiation and appropriate graph are among
the tool used.

3.4.2. The Econometric Model Specification for Data Analys

Logistic regression is useful for situations in efhiyou want to be able to predict the presence or
absence of a characteristic or outcome based oevalf a set of predictor variables. It is similar
to a linear regression model but is suited to modélere the dependent variable is dichotomous.
Logistic regression coefficients can be used tonegé odds ratios for each of the independent
variables in the modeTlhe practices and challenges for rural women empuoest isbinary or
dichotomous in its nature .It may be low or high based on ¢lcomes. Hence, the binary
logistic distribution function for the practicescachallenges of rural women empowerment is
specified as:

1 eZi

4. pi=== ey e e (1)

Wherepi is the probability of higher empowerment 8t rural women and it ranges from 0 — 1

and zi is a function of m explanatory variableg énd is expressed as:

5. Z; = ﬁo+B1X1 +ﬁ2X2+ ............. +Ban ........... (2)

Wheref,is the intercept anfl; , are slope parameters in the model. The slopeuslisow the
log odds in favor of women’s empowerment changadspendent variable changes. However,
the meaning of a logistic regression coefficigatin the binary logistic regression is not as
straightforward as that of a linear regression foa@eht. WhileS; is convenient for testing the

usefulness of predictors, Exp (B) is easier torpret. The dependent variable of the model was
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represented by the practices and challenges of women empowermerfRWE) at Guduru
woreda. It is variable dichotomous in which theigien to high empowerment is represented by
1 and low empowerment is represented by O

3.4.2.1Variable Specification and Working Hypothesis

After identifying the types of estimations requirediether with their procedures, it is essential

to identify the potential explanatory variables aegresent them in the model.

3.4.2.2.The Dependent Variable of the Mode(RWE).

The dependent variable of the model is the depénddmch represent the rural women
empowerment. It is variable dichotomous in whicle ttiecision to high empowerment is
represented by 1 and low empowerment is represéytéd

3.4.2.3.The Independent Variable of the Study:

There are a number of explanatory variables saéartified and have strong bond with the rural
women empowerment in the study area. For the parpbsletail investigation, the explanatory
variables are listed below.

X.  Information Access (INFO)

With increasing socio-economic and political depehent of any country, the need for
information dissemination and communication amongnioer of society is increasing. The
monthly local meetings, annual general meetingd, @hawareness creation held to keep the
women aware of socio-economic, and to discuss sssueh as gender and related policies and
strategies, rule and regulation have paramount fitapoe in women empowerment. This
variable is operationalized as the extent to withehrespondent participate in gender and related
issues and used the mass media chanmel|sradio, television and newspaper as a source of

information.
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xi.  Social Participation (PAR)

Rural women membership in different organizatiocr@ases their social empowerments through
developing self confidence and acquiring some fr@rindependence. Therefore, this variable
is going to be operationalized as the responder@snere participate as a member in any

organization is assumed to increase their empowdsne
xii.  Violence against women (VIO)

Promoting Constitutional guarantees of equalitydayoving the impediments of societal belief,
harmful traditional practices and prejudices insesarural women empowerment in social
affairs by eliminating all forms of violence agditisem in the country. Therefore, the variable is
operationalized as reducing violence against womereases their empowerment in societal

aspects and the two are hypothesized as they\aeséaly correlated.

xiii. ~ Women’s Freedom of Mobility (PAU

Most of the earlier research findings show thamiany cases the freedom of movement of the
rural women is also restricted (Kishore, et al.0@20 The women are not allowed to go
elsewhere alone and any delay from the place okwsrwften considered a violation of the
norm. Under these circumstances, women are notwerpd since they are restricted to move
anywhere without the permission of their husbandndé¢ the variable takes into account the
mobility of the women is the most important indmato judge whether the rural women are

empowered or not.

xiv.  Culture of the Society(CUL)

Women's participation is often met with enormoualle@mges deeply ingrained in traditions and
customs that have for a long time constituted $akc@actices. The belief that women are good
as cooks, sex providers and juniors are still past. The contributing factors to low level of
women’s empowerment were cultural influence, angbhuds influence through limiting their

physical mobility and contacts by making them sdbwte of the male members of the family..
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Within the culture of the society, women were sagisubordinate to men, and the husband plays
a dominant role and religion has a big influe(Bedru Hassen Ergicho, 2011).

xv.  Access and control over lands(ASST)

Access denotes women'’s access to factors of prieduch an equal basis with men such as
equal access to land, labor, credit, training, ratank facilities, public services and benefits, etc
Land is the basic means of production in the stareg.Providing women with access to
productive resources, particularly land will sigogintly help to ensure their empowerment so
boost food security and livelihoods in rural areise variable is operationalized as women more

access and control over land, it increases thegrogmarment and vice-versa.

xvi.  Access to Credit Services (CRED)

When credit facilities and micro-finance supposaie large number of poor and disadvantaged
rural women for borrowing, it increases women’sligbto earn income that can support the
well-being of women and their families. Even thowghdit support and microfinance facilities
are very important for poverty reduction and empoaent of rural women, various studies
reveals that most of rural women do not have acessedit and micro-finance support (Bedru
Hassen and Ergicho, 2011). Microfinance enables pmonen to become economic agents of
change by increasing their income and productivéiycess to markets and information, and
decision-making power (World Bank).Accordinglyjsthypothesized as rural women have more

access to credit and saving services ,it indidatasthey are more empowered and vice-versa

xvii.  Access to Saving (SAV)

When saving facilities and micro-finance suppodctelarge number of poor and disadvantaged
rural women, it increases women’s ability to in@edheir income that can support the well-
being of women and their families converting intapital or fixed asset in the long run.
However, access to saving support are very impbftaupoverty reduction and empowerment of

rural women, various studies reveals that mostl mwomen do not have access to saving and
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micro-finance support (Bedru Hassen and Ergich@120Microfinance enables poor women to
become economic agents of change by increasing thedsme and productivity, access to
markets and information, and decision-making pow/orld Bank).Accordingly, it is
hypothesized as rural women have more access ilogsaervices ,it indicates that they will be
more empowered and vice-versa

xviii.  Women'’s participation in Decision making position DEC)

Women'’s status in public sector is low. They ané Ergely underrepresented in decision-
making positions at all levels. There are no prsges in attaining power in legislative bodies
(Ministry of Women’s Affairs, 2006).Therefore, its ioperationalized as if the women’s

participation in decision making will be increasdéideir empowerment is also increased and
vice-versa.

Table 4: the summaries of List of Selected Variables for Emipical Analysis

Expected
Code | Explanatory Variables Description of Explanatory Variables Correlation
INFO | Access to Information Access to any informatr1 if high or = 0 if low positive
PAR Social participation Social participation $high or =0 if low positive
VIOL | Violence Against Rural Women Harmful Tradit@lnviolence =1 if high or = O if low negative
PAU Freedom of Mobility Freedom of mobility =1 ieg or = O if not Positive
CUL | Culture of the Society Traditional Culture $Yes or = 0 if not negative
CRED | Access to Credit Service Access to finarsgabice = 1 if yes or = 0 if not Positive
SAV | Access to Saving Access to saving service f=y&g or = 0 if not positive
ASST | Access and Control over land Women havimgseto assets =1 if high ,or =0 if low positive
DEC Participation in decision makingparticipation in decision making = 1 if high ol=f low | Positive
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3.5. Cost Estimation (Budget Preparation)

Allocating appropriate budget is one of the decisive factors for the successful

accomplishment of the research findings. The optimum budget to accomplish

the proposed research using three enumerators to collect data is estimated to

Birr 12,295.50 as shown below

Budget Estimate to Collect Data from the Research rka

No Unit Quantity Unit cost Total cost
Item
Stationary and Related Service
Pen No 10 5.00 50.00
Pencil “ 10 2.00 20.00
Writing pad « 10 10.00 100.00
4A size paper packet 2 90.00 180.00
Total - - - 350.00
2 Perdiem
- Collection of data by 8 enumerators per 40 100birr/day/enumer 9450.00
day for 5 days in 4 kebeles, 1 urban Days ator
administration. In one woreda
- Coordinator perdium
- Coordinator transportation cost Days 10 171 birr /day 1,710..00
trip 2 100.00 200.00
Total - - - 11,360.00
Total Cost 11,710.00
Contingency 5% 585.50
Grand Total budget 12,295.50
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3.6. Work Plan
No | Activity Period of Accomplishment
1 Literature Review September and October ,2012
2 Preparation of Questionnaires,
Intervie estions and translatin
. view Quest ! ﬁlovember ,2012
into local language
3 Conducting the pilot-testing an@ctober ,2012
recheck the questionnaires
2 Discussion on the aim and how |to
collect the data with the team
January 1- 2/2013
(enumerators)
3 Collection of data January 10-30/2013
4 Organization of data February 1-15/2013
6 Analysis and Interpretation of data February 206B-Martch
30/2013
7 Submitting the first draft to theApril 1-15/2013
Department for comment on the
finding
9 Submitting the final draft to theApril 20/2013
Department

NB. This is only tentative work plan. The accomplishment will be adjusted

depending on the situation.
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ANNEXES

ANNEXE-I: Questionnaires Prepared for Women Respondents at lisehold Levels

Practice and Challenges on Rural Women Empowermernih Oromia Regional State
The Case of Guduru Woreda

Dear respondent, the purpose of this study in génand this designed questionnaire in
particular is to collect data on the practices ehallenges on Rural Women Empowerment in
Guduru woreda Oromia Regional State which will ht#ip policy makers and executives to
alleviate the on gender inequality and women empowats that deep rooted in the society.
Moreover, the researcher as partial fulfilmentoédemic requirements of M.A. degree in Rural
Development and to gain practical knowledge on tihy@c under investigation and other
prospective researchers as a stepping stone toaarfurther investigation.

Therefore, | would like to express my deepest apatien and sincere thanks in advance for

your patience, generous time and prompt responsdleoquestionnaires. Dear respondents, |
would like to pledge once and again that persoespaonses of interviewees would be kept
confidential, and there would not be any link bedwestatus in the investigation and responses.
Thus, your ideas and comments are highly honorddkapt confidential. To create a conducive

environment for your free and genuine responsasaye not required to write your name.

Thank You
l. Questionnaires Prepared for Women Respondents at Higehold
Levels
Part One

1. General Information
1.1 Address (Kebele)
1.2 Age of the respondents (Circle the letter in whjolar age group belongs)

a) <25 d) d) 41to50

b) b)25to 35 e) 51to 60

c) c¢) 36t040 f) 61 and above
1.3Marital status (Circle the letter only)

a) Single c) Divorced

b) Married d) Widowed

1.4Based on Question Nh3,if your answer ig, c ord ,at what age group your marriage is
concluded ?(Circle the letter only)
a) Below 15 years old d) 22 - 25 years
b) 15- 18 years e) 26 and above
c) 19 - 21 years




1.5Number of children in the family

a) 0 d 3
b) 1 e) 4
c) 2 f) 5 and above
1.6 Educational Status (Circle the letter only)
a) llliterate e) Grade 9- 10
b) Non-formal Education f) Grade 11 -12
c) Grade 1-4 g) College Diploma
d) Grade5-8 h) Degree and Above

Part Two: Detail Information
il. Questionnairesn Information Access of respondentgircle the letter only)

2.1. To what extent do you rate your Mass media gpgton......................... ?
a) Very high d) Poor
b) High e) Very poor
c) Medium

2.2.To what extent do you rate having the knowledg&wt enacted on Women Rights in our
country?

a) Very high d) Poor

b) High e) | don’'t know

c) Medium f) Ifa&blistsit......
2.3What media sources you are using frequently to gmtent information.......... ?

a) Radio d) Mobile phone

b) Television e) All

c) News Letter f) none

2.4Indicate the information on Mass media participatm the following table

Freguency of Uses
No | Mass Media Sources Subscriber Regular Occasionally Nevel
/Possessed
1 Radio
2 Television
3 Newsletter/magazine
4 Others
5 Overall rating of Ino. access

iii. Questionnaires oRespondentsParticipation in any Institution/Organization
(circle the letter only)
3.1.Are you a member of any Institution/organizatio................ccccovieiiiiiiiii e s ?
a) Yes b) No
3.2.1f yes, indicate the following information:




No | Name of the Institution Membership Position| Extentof Participation
Member Office bears | Regular occasionally| never

Kebeles Admi. council

Women'’s league

Kebele Administrative

Cooperative association

Woreda level admi. council

Self —help group(MSSE)

Parent committee of school

Others

O O|NOO|0A~ W NP

Overall rating of participation in
Org.

iv. Questionnaires oRreedom of mobility (circle the letter only)

4.1.Do you have freedom to go out where youwant........................ ?

a) Yes b) No
4.2.Are you free to wear what you want.............cccooviiiiiiiiiens i ?

a) Yes b) No
4.3.Indicate the information on personal autononafuke respondents on the following tables
Frequency of uses
No | Personal autonomous index Frequently Occasionally | Never
Visiting respondents’ parental home
Visiting Hospital
Visiting nearest market
Control over personal income
Watching T.V and reading
newspaper/magazines
Visiting friends or relatives
Others
Overall rating of personal autonomous

V. Questionnaires owiolence against Respondentkircle the letter only)
5.1.Are you physically abused / sexually abusedehtally abused by spouse or anyone in the

Q| WIN| -

(ol NINe)]

family or in a society......?
a) Yes b) No -

2.51f your answer is yes, indicate the following infoation using)




No | Violence against respondents Yes No
1 Early marriage (<15 years)
2 Forced marriage
3 abduction
4 Rape
5 Unwanted child bearing
6 Attempt to murders
7 husband beating
8 Sexual harassment
Vi. Questionnaires oRespondentsaccess to assefsircle the letter only)
6.1.Access to landholding of the family
a) Less than one hek d) More than 4 hek
b) 1-2 hek e) Have no land
c) 2-4 hek
6.2.Land ownership
a) Husband/father/Son c) Independent ow/ship
b) Joint ownership d) have no land
6.3.1f Joint Ownership, land is registered andified in the name of................ ?
a) Women(wife) c) Both
b) Husband e) other
6.4.If Independent ownership, No. of hek of lanched by women: ...............
6.5.Do you the owner of any other assets.............covvvvviiie i vonwin o0l ?
a) Yes b) No
6.6.1f yes, indicate the following information
No | Assets Sole Asset Joint If joint ownership,
ownership ownership with whom?
1
2
3
6.7.Who makes decision on all assets of the holggho............ ?
a) Women(wife) c) Both
b) Husband d) other
6.8.1f your answer is both, to what extent you taeewomen’s decision making power?
a) Very high c) Equal
b) High d) Low
6.9.Have you been undergone any training on incgemerating scheme...?
a) Yes b) No




6.10. In what types of income generating activities yoe @articipating now..........?

No

Income generating activates(use the "x”

Yes No

Dairy farming

Tailoring

Food items preparation and selling (Injera, breaditea...)

Goat (poultry) rearing

Marketing of fruits and vegetables

Weaving and Marketing of cloths

Marketing of agricultural products

Selling of local drinking

O O|NOO| 0P~ W NP

Pottery and related equipment making and selling

[Eny
o

Shops and restaurants

11

If any other

6.11. Who control over income generated by the abovedisttivities

a) Women(wife) c) Both
b) Husband d) others

6.12. Savings
a) No savings d) If yes, describe the
b) Up to 25% of earnings f/institution

c) Up to 50% of earnings

6.13. Access to credit
a) No access to credit d) If yes, describe the
b) Joint access to credit institution

c) Access to credit

vii.  Questionnaires on Cultural related activates

7.1.From which water sources do you fetch watedtonestic use?

7.2.\Who fetches the water in the household

a) Borehole d) Tap

b) Rainwater harvesting tank e) Unprotected water sources

c) Spring

a) Man d) Boys

b) Woman e) All the above

c) Girls f) Others (specify)
7.3.Please ,indicate the following information wfyean use¢ more than one )




Activities

performers

Wife

Husband

Daughters

Son

[

Washing family clothe

2 Milking and milk processin

3 Gathering of firewood and cooking food f
family

4 Growing cash crops , planting, weeding
harvesting

5 Decision on disposal/selling of stored gr
into cash

6 The major cash money obtained by sel
grain goes to

7 The major decision to spent money in
family

8 The decision to on family plannir

8.1.

8.2.

8.3.

8.4.

Questionnaires related to Women’s Decision makingower

To what extent do you rate your participatiom@tision making power in the family?
a) Very high c) medium
b) High d) low
To what extent do you rate the overall youripgration in social and legal decision
making power?
a. Very high c. Medium
b. High d. Low
How do you rate your participation on leadershig aself-esteem training programs?
a) Very high c) Medium
b) High d) Low
How do you rate the overall level of your partidipa in society decision making power?
a) Very high c) Medium
b) High d) Low




Questionnaires to Identify Level of Policy Interverion on rural Women'’s
Empowerment

Responses

NQo | Questionnaires Yes | No
9.1 | Are you currently organizeunder micro enterprise for income generating atxis?
9.2 | Is any access fccredit, financial and technical support services/red foryou througt

Gove't and NGOs?
9.2 | Is atraining ornetworking among rural women to control over fégtitlecision?
9.4 | Do you reallyaware of local policies aryour legal right:?
9.2 | Do you know that the existenceenforcement of legislation related to the protectidyour

rights?
9.€ | Do you belief thathe enforcements of legislation treyou when you bring your cases

them?
9.¢ | Do you think that thviolence against womtis decreasing
9.¢ | The extent of gender sensitive projects and sch@noesded at rural are:
9.1( | Did you patrticipates il capacity building and skill development especialbylity to plan,

make decision activities ?

Thank you!!




ANNEXE-II: Questionnaires Prepared for Respondents of womenwili servants

Practice and Challenges on Rural Women Empowermenh Oromia Regional State
The Case of Guduru Woreda

Dear respondent, the purpose of this study in génand this designed questionnaire in
particular is to collect data on the practices ehallenges on Rural Women Empowerment in
Guduru woreda Oromia Regional State which will hi#ip policy makers and executives to
alleviate the on gender inequality and women empowats that deep rooted in the society.
Moreover, the researcher as partial fulfilmentoédemic requirements of M.A. degree in Rural
Development and to gain practical knowledge on tiy@c under investigation and other
prospective researchers as a stepping stone toaarfurther investigation.

Therefore, | would like to express my deepest apatien and sincere thanks in advance for
your patience, generous time and prompt responsdleoquestionnaires. Dear respondents, |
would like to pledge once and again that persomespaonses of interviewees would be kept
confidential, and there would not be any link bedwestatus in the investigation and responses.
Thus, your ideas and comments are highly honorddkapt confidential. To create a conducive
environment for your free and genuine responsasaye not required to write your name.

Thank You

IV. Questionnaires Prepared for Respondents of womenwii servants
Part One

2. General Information
4.1 Name of Originations
4.2 Position in the originations
4.3 Age of the respondents (Circle the letter in whiolr age group belongs)

g) <25 j) d) 41to50

h) b)25to 35 k) 51 to 60

i) c) 36to40 [) 61 and above
4.4 Marital status (Circle the letter only)

e) Single g) Divorced

f) Married h) Widowed

4.5Based on Question_Nh3,if your answer ig, c ord ,at what age group your marriage is
concluded ?(Circle the letter only)
f) Below 15 years old i) 22-25years
g) 15-18 years ]) 26 and above
h) 19 — 21 years
4.6 Number of children in the family

9) 0 ) 3
h) 1 k) 4
) 2 l) 5 and above



4.7 Educational Status (Circle the letter only)

i) lliterate m) Grade 9- 10
j) Non-formal Education n) Grade 11 —-12
k) Grade 1-4 0) College Diploma
l) Grade5-8 p) Degree and Above
Part Two: Detail Information
viii.  Questionnairesn Information Access of Rural women’s (circle the letter only)
2.6. To what extent do you rate rural women Mass mpdrécipation......................... ?
f) Very high i) Poor
g) High j) Very poor
h) Medium

2.7.To what extent do you rate rural women havingkhewledge of laws enacted on Women
Rights in our country?

g) Very high j) Poor
h) High k) 1don’t know
i) Medium ) Ifa&blstsit......
2.8What media sources most likely rural women’s arengusfrequently to get recent
information.......... ?
g) Radio j) Mobile phone
h) Television k) All
1) News Letter [) none
2.9Indicate the information on Mass media participatm the following table
Frequency of Uses
No | Mass Media Sources Subscriber Regular Occasionally Nevel
/Possessed
1 Radio
2 Television
3 Newsletter/magazine
4 Others
5 Overall rating of Ino. access

iX. Questionnaires oRural women Participation in any Institution/Organization
(circle the letter only)
3.3.To what extent do you rate rural women parditgn in any Institution/Originations?

a) Very high c) Medium
b) High d) Poor
3.4.Based on question No 3.1, indicate the instituddgination in which most likely rural
women participates from the following tables:(Pbksto tick more than one)



No | Name of the Institution Membership Position| Extentof Participation
Member Office bears | Regular occasionally | never

Kebeles Admi. council

Women'’s league

Kebele Administrative

Cooperative association

Woreda level admi. council

Self —help group(MSSE)

Parent committee of school

Others

OO NOO|OA~|WIN P

Overall rating of participation in
Org.

X. Questionnaires oRural Women Personal Autonomoug(circle the letter only)
4.4.Do you think that rural women have freedomdagt wherever they want............... ?

c) Yes d) No

4.5.Do you think that rural women are free to weiatever they want without the consent of
husbands..........c.coo ?

c) Yes d) No
4.6.Indicate the information on personal autononafuke rural women on the following tables
Frequency of uses
No | Personal autonomous index Frequently | Occasionally | Never
1 Visiting respondents’ parental home
2 Visiting Hospital without the consent of her
husbands
3 Visiting nearest market without the consent of
her husbands
4 Control over personal income
5 Watching T.V and reading
newspaper/magazines
6 Visiting friends or relatives without her
husband’s consents
8 Overall rating of personal autonomous

Xi. Questionnaires owiolence against Respondentkircle the letter only)
4.7To what extent does you rate rural women physicaliyses / sexually abuses / mentally abuses by
spouse or anyone in the family or in a society?
a. Very high c. Medium
b. High d. Poor

2.10 Based on your answer of Question No,2.4, indidagefdllowing information using/(

10



No | Violence against respondents Yes No

Early marriage (<15 years)

Forced marriage

abduction

Rape

Unwanted child bearing

Attempt to murders

husband beating

O N| O O | W N

Sexual harassment

xii.  Questionnaires oRural women’s access to asseftsircle the letter only)
6.14. What is your feeling on general land ownershipesysin rural areas?

f) Husband/father/Son

g) Joint ownership

h) Independent ownership
i) have no land

6.15. If Joint Ownership, land is registered and cedtifie the name of................ ?
d) Women(wife)
e) Husband
f) Both
J) other
6.16. To what extent do you rate rural women’s are berafes from land and other assets
ownership ......?
c) Very high e) Medium
d) High f) Poor
6.17. Who most likely makes decision on all assets otibwgseholds ............... ?
e)Women(wife) g)Both
f) Husband h)other
6.18. If your answer is both, to what extent you ratewloenen’s decision making power?
e) Very high h) Low
f) High i) Very low
g) medium

6.19. To what extent do you rate rural women have beenicgeting on any income
generating training scheme...?
c) Very high e) medium
d) High f) Low
6.20. In what types of income generating activities mdatraining are mostly rural women
have been participating .......... ?

11



No | Income generating activities (use the "X”) Yes No
Dairy farming

Tailoring

Food items preparation and selling (Injera, braaditea...)
Goat (poultry) rearing

Marketing of fruits and vegetables

Weaving and Marketing of cloths

Marketing of agricultural products

Selling of local drinking

Pottery and related equipment making and selling
Shops and restaurants

11 | If any other

6.21. What is your opinion on control over income genedldty the above listed activities...?

OO NOO|J AW NP

=
o

e) Women(wife) g) Both
f) Husband h) others
6.22. Do you think that rural women have access to Savingheir premises?
e) Yes b) No ¢) If yes, describe the institution
6.23. Do you think that rural women have access to credit
e) No access to credit h) If yes, describe the
f) Joint access to credit institution

g) Access to credit

xiii.  Questionnaires on Cultural related activities

7.4.What types of water sources most rural womfsmith water for domestic use?
f) Borehole i) Tap
g) Rainwater harvesting tank j) Unprotected water sources
h) Spring

7.5.Most likely who fetches the water in the howdédtat rural area ......................... ?
g) Man j) Boys
h) Woman k) All the above
1) Girls [) Others (specify)

7.6.Do you think that is there socially construatiegtrimination of works between men and

women in rural areas? a) yes o) N

7.7.Please ,indicate the following information fyean use more than one )
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performers

family

No | Activities Wife | Husband | Daughters | Son
1 Washing family clothe

2 Milking and milk processin

3 Gathering of firewood ar cooking food fol

4 Growing cash crops , planting, weeding
harvesting
5 Decision on disposal/selling of stored gr
into cash
6 The major cash money obtained by sel
grain goes to
7 The major decision to spent money in
family
8 The decision to on family plannir
Xiv.  Questionnaires related to Women’s Decision makingower
8.5. Towhat extentdo you rate the overall rural vearparticipation in family decision
making power?
e) Very high g) medium
f) High h) low
8.6. Towhat extentdo you rate the overall rural veorparticipation in social and legal
decision making power?
e. Very high g. Medium
f. High h. Low
8.7. In your offices, to what extent do you rate numbfewvomen as a member of

management body?
a) Very high
b) High
c) Medium(equal)
d) Low
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ANNEXE-III: INTERVIEW QUESTIONNAIRES PREPARED FORW OMEN’S AND

CHILDREN’S AFFAIRS OFFICE HEAD AT THE STUDY AREA

1. Interview Questionnaires Prepared for Women’s and @ildren’s Affairs Office head

at the Study area

a.
b
C
d.
e
f

g.

. % of women in decision-making positions in localgmment.

% of seats held by women in local councils/decisioaking bodies.

. % of women in the local civil service.

% of women/men registered as voters/% of eligibbenen/men who vote.
% of women in senior/junior decision making pasis within unions.

Number of women participates on leadership anfdes¢déem training

The extent of women physically abuses / sexualysab / mentally abuses by

spouse or anyone in the family or in a society

The extent to training conducted on income genggatcheme and benefited

obtained from the scheme

The credit and saving facilities provided for runadmen

Rural women'’s origination under micro enterprisegénerate their income

What are the major constraints and challenges fm®m@ring women in the area
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ANNEXE-IV: INTERVIEW QUESTIONNAIRES PREPARED FOR WO REDA
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE HEAD AT THE STUDY AREA

2. Interview Questionnaires Prepared for Woreda Adminstrative Chief Executives at

the Study area

a.

What are the special treatment (affirmative actjgmo)ided for women at each

successive administrative level to empower them?

% of women decision-making positions in local gowveent (kebeles/woreda in the
woreda).

c. % of women in the total civil servant in the woreda

% of women at leadership position in the civil senw/sectors

The law enforcement commitment to support rural worwhen they present their
case to the court/public prosecutors/polices

Training provided for rural women at the distriadaon what types of specific issues

What are the major constraints and challenges fwoarmring women in the area

How do you rate that the policies and programsgiesl are reached at the rural

women at grass root level?

If any other specify it
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