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ABSTRACT

The study was designed to assess the factors iaffaatal women contribution in
Agricultural development in SodoDachiWoreda of OmnNational Regional State. The
research applied quantitative research method WB6revomen were selected as sample
respondents by using simple random sampling teclesigTriangulation method was applied

in data collection, data presentation and anabfsisdings.

Study findings revealed that though women have ifsogmt contribution in agricultural
activitiesthey were less involved in final decisiomking concerning major agricultural
issues. Thefinding also identified the major fastoaffected women’scontribution /
participation in agricultural development. Poocess to Agricultural extension service, lack
of ownership and control over productive resourtask of credit facilities, illiteracy, low
social status of women and overburden respongdsilaf women in household chores were

the major constraints to women participation in@agdtural development.

This study forwarded recommendation to women caimgs in order to ensure women’s
equal access to and control over economic prodeictgource, to address women special
needs, to empower and increase their participdtoth in agricultural production and sharing

of the benefit from what they produced.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1.Background

Women are equal partners to men in all chains pedas of agricultural production. Women
are responsible for at least 70% of food staplegecbon in Africa. They are also important
in other agricultural activities, including foodgmessing, marketing, cash crop production,

and livestock (World Bank 1989).

Rural women play a key role in agricultural seqiosduction by working with full passion
in production of crops right from the soil prepaattill post-harvest and food security
activities (Ahmed and Hussain, 2004). It is estedathat women are responsible for 70
percent of actual farm work and constitute up top&dcent of the farming population.
Women'’s active involvement in decision making isigidered essential for rapid economic
development of any country. Despite women’s ciiticantribution to the family income
through productive activities, no recognition igeg to them as an important contributor and
their contribution is not recorded. They are s8inaining invisible workers Choudhary and

Singh,( 2003).

In rural areas of Ethiopia, women play a major rmleagricultural production. They are
equally efficient in seed bed preparation, tillisgwing, fertilizer application, fodder cutting,
weeding, intercultural operations, transplantingsking, threshing, drying, storing cereals
and fodder, selling agricultural commodities andvblating of all the crops, fruits and
vegetables. Rural women have significant contrdoutin the labor force for agricultural
activities. Yet, the role of women in these act&gt so important economically, has remained
obscure for long because women seldom played angrmales in political activities or
decision making processes. They also face varidtisuities on agricultural productivity

and they operate agricultural activities under gneeonstraints than men
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Ethiopia is one of the poorest countries in thelavaith high illiterate rates. llliteracy affects
women to a higher extent due to heavy household&loads, cultural influence, and lack of
know-how. However, it is impossible to think of éspment while neglecting the women
work force, as women represent the major forcerfioal changes, largely as an untapped
resource that could boost rural development and teahigher growth rates and increased

food production

For development to take root in our country worsersle should be recognized and they
have to be given their share over all the propertiehese days’ government and non-
government organizations are trying to help womeinrgcognition from society which they
are part of what is more surprising is that mosm&n themselves do not realize that they are
prevented from owning what they deserve recognisiod appreciation( DawitTesfaye, 2012
cited on Lemlem et al., 2010). As other parts dfi@ia, the study area hasthe same

problem that give less attention to women rolengirteveryday activity.

Mostdevelopment theoristsconsider women partiagpatas an essential component of
development. Chambers (2008) explains women paaticin as the growth of fundamental
Human dignity and human responsibility in the prctdie and reproductive decision making
and action, deliberate and thoughtful. Guy (1992}he formulating of participation views

emphasize on an important issue and it is cons@fosts of social groups to control their
destiny and living conditions that is one of thesmionportant criteria is participation rate of

women in decisions regarding to producing and effai the family.

By taking the aforementioned facts in to accouns ipossible to define participation as a

process through which all members of a communityhauseholds(including women and
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girls ) are involved in and have influence on decis related to development activities that

will affect them.

In this study, the researcher considered threestgpearticipation. These are;

l. Women participation in performing agricultural adies
Il. Extent of Women’s Participation in decision makinghouse household resources
allocation

Il. Participation in sharing of benefit obtainednfréarming activities

1.2.Statement of the problem

Women suffer from different types of powerlessniessocial and economic sphere of life
which reflects in their less education level, lesome, control over their own income, less
bargaining power in selling their own produce amatior, less participation in decision
making, less access to production inputs and ressuand employment opportunity than
men. This vulnerable situation resulted in an oVvelegpendency of women on their male kin
through their life cycle. Many of the activitieskéi caring for children, elders and the ill,
feching water and fuel for cooking and heat, mamg households and preparing food in
which rural women engage in their livelihood stgis were not defined as economically
active employment in national accounts systems, ayet crucial to the well-being of

household members( FAO , 2010).

Women are under privileged when it comes to hagicess to the tools of development and
the means of raising the quality of life such aseas to farm inputs, credit facility and

extension services (Atala, 1988). Despite undéaiabidences of women’s positive roles in
the agricultural sector and growing awareness efrtbéed to reach out to women farmers,
agricultural extension services are generally gedowvard male farmers. Bias toward male

farmers is evident in the delivery of extensionvexs which is generally provided by male
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extension agents to men on the assumption thahsgrte message will “trickle across” to
women. Unfortunately, the evidences clearly shoat this assumption don not work (World

Bank, 1989).

From aforementioned literature review one can tstdad that there are different constraints
which inhibit women participation in agriculturagéelopment. The interest of the researcher
is to explore the extent of women’s contributiompdrticipation and their constraints in
agricultural development in SodoDachiWoreda. Trseaecher assumes that access to credit,
resources, extension services and inputs, poor mesmip in grass root organization,
household chores; culture, etc. Impede the cartab ofwomen in agricultural
development in the study area. The researchersehib@se socio- economic factors because
of their perceived influence on the participatidnv@men in agricultural development in the
study area and also because they are fundamertasignificant resources to agricultural
development. It is hoped that the findings of thelg will foster better understanding of the
gender- related constraints confronting women arldo acome up with needed

recommendations to solve them.

1.3.0bjectives of the study

2. To assess the nature and extent of women involvenmemgricultural activities in

SodoDachiWoreda.

3. To assess the Extent of Women’s Participation itisien making in house household

resources allocation in SododDachiWoreda

4. To identify constraints limiting women’s contrifoan in agricultural development in

SodoDachiWoreda
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1.4 Significant of the study

Azahari (2008) reveals that, there is evidencecatiiig that the elimination of constraints to
women’s participation in agricultural activitiesrncdead to agricultural development and

women can earn recognition as important playetsardevelopment process.

The study will assess the extent of women partimpaand the barriers hinder their
involvement in farming activities. The result oktbtudy will have paramount importance to
policy makers, SodoDachiworeda experts and Extansiorkers to plan and implement
gender specific agricultural project/ program. lill valso increase the understanding and

awareness of gender issues in agriculture and dexadlopment.

1.5.Scope of the study (universe)

The study was conducted in SodoDachiworeda, Oroegenal state, Ethiopia. The woreda
has a total of 18 rural kebeles and one town. $hisywas limited to only three kebeles
which are located near to ‘Tere’ town (mawh of SodoDachiWoreda). This may limit
some important aspect of gender issues existimtjstantkebeles of theWoreda, finance and
inaccessibility of the distant kebeleswere the magmstraints not to select distant kebeles.
Nevertheless, this study will hopefully give insigih to women’s contribution in agricultural

development in sododDachiWoreda.

15



1.6.Important Terminologies

Agriculture

Agriculture is the cultivation of plant, animalsich other products used to enhance and
sustain human life (free encyclopedia). It is tbeisce of farming, including cultivation of
the soil for the growing of crops and the rearirfgaaimals to provide food, and other

products to saurian the life of the frames and &oket, if any left.

Agriculture is a Science because it employs sdienskill and methods to develop new
strains of crops trees, animals, fish, and birds develops innovative techniques to manage

them under varying soil and environmental condgion

Participation: Participation is a process through which all membeir a community or
households are involved in and have influence ansdms related to agricultural activities
that will affect them. In this study participatiomdicates extent of women involvement in

performing agricultural activities and decision nmak

Gender: For this study, gender refer to the socially carded roles of men and women in

agriculture

Kebele: It is the lowest administrative unit of Ethiopidt is part of a Woreda. It is mostly
similar to a localized and delimited group of peopEach kebele contain at least 500

households

Woreda:lt is the second lowest (next to kebele) level adstiative unit of Ethiopia. It is

similar to district in India. Itis it is composed a number of kebeles
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CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Agriculture in Ethiopia: An overview

Ethiopia’'s economy is predominantly agrarian whaggiculture plays a key role in the

social and economic development. The sector emplogie than 83% of the population,
accounts for 46.3% of the Nation’s Gross Domestadict (GDP) and is the source of over
90% of the export). Small holder agriculture is theminant sub sector of agriculture

accounting for 95% of the total cultivated land gmdduction revenues (MoFED, 2007)

The nature of agriculture that has been practinefithiopia is similar to those Sub Saharan
Countries. It is not modernized, rather traditiomahe way people practice it.

However, governments of different regimes of theintoy were attempting to introduce
different mechanisms that were significant for egjtural development. Among these
mechanisms, agricultural extension system is onghef primary vehicles for diffusing
technologies.

Agriculture in Ethiopia has been practiced for maenturies yet there had been no sources
that indicate the exact historical evolution ofiagitural extension practices. The historical
evolution of agricultural extension practices weargtten by different authors in different
ways. For instance, FAO in 2008 reviewed the hystdragricultural extension in Ethiopia
covering the period of 1900 to the present andbeaalassified into four major epochs. They
are 1) early modernization period 1900-1910, I1¢ &af missed opportunities- 1910-1953, II)
classical transfer of technology approaches- 19441 IV) quasi-participatory extension
approaches- 1975 to the present. This classificasidased on: a) the time of introduction of
each system, b) nature of the introduced extersystem and c) the degree of community
participation (FAO, 2008). Information as to theks accomplished in agricultural extension
between the 1910 and 1930 is scarce. The firstagsral school was established in Ambo in
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1931. It offered agricultural education to its gnts and demonstrated the potential effects of
improved varieties and agricultural practices te surrounding farmers (ibid). As FAO
stated the period 1954-1975 was characterized bglalement programs initiated to transfer
products of modern science and technology fromWhest to the rest of the world. It is a
development model that had been implemented by Eaeéhrough the Marshal Plan to
restore the economies of war ravaged countriesestévn Europe. However, the economies,
institutional policy and cultural situations of Afan countries were much different from
those of Western Europe. Therefore, the bluepmatided for African smallholder farmers
could not be copied and did not work (FAO, 2008)isTwas what happened in Ethiopia
following the introduction of the Transfer of Teadiogy (ToT) models of extension. Policy
situation such as the land tenure system, the fduaaaucracy and the remoteness of many
rural communities did not allow technologies susHetilizers, improved crop varieties and
exotic breeds to reach the vast majority of Etlaopfarmers (ibid). According to the
explanation of FAO, in 1953 the Imperial Ethiopi@nllege of Agriculture and Mechanical
Arts (IECAMA) was established. In1963 following theevision of the Ethiopian
Constitution, ministries including Ministry of Agnilture (MoA) was established in well-
organized manner with the mandate of providing égtural Extension Services (AESS)
which leads to conventional extension approach 3AP#68). A short-lived success story in
agriculture was also the turning point of Comprednen Integrated Package Projects (CIPPs)
to develop peasant agriculture from 1968-1975. Uttteumbrella of the CIPPs only Chilalo
Agricultural Development Unit(CADU) and Wolayita Agultural Development Unit
(WADU) were fully implemented whereas the othergawveither partially implemented or
not started at all.

In addition to this, in 1971 the minimum-packagegsam (MPP) a two phased program was

launched; and the first phase MPP-1 served up Td.1Bhe extension approaches introduced
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after MPP-1 have been categorized as quasi-patarnp extension approach because they all
had some participatory element at least in theafpre being implemented. This quasi-
participatory extension approach was characterigedifferent progress. The fundamental
progress were the land reform and cooperative (huresource dimension) approach from
1975-1980, minimum-package program phase Il fro®01P985, the national program for
food self-sufficiency later modified as TrainingdaNisit (T&V) extension approach from
1986-1989, the Peasant Agricultural Developmenegsibn Projects (PADEPS) from 1989-
1995 and the National Extension Intervention ProgrdNEIP) following the Extension
Management and Training Plot (EMTP) approach ofalsasa Global 2000. The progress
phase, however, could not take place as plannedn fer Accelerated and Sustainable
Development to End Poverty (PASDEP) is anotherneegricultural Extension program

implemented in Ethiopia (MoFED, 2007).

2.2Women'’s contribution in agricultural development

Women are key players in agriculture and allieddfe Rural women play key role by
working with full passion in production of cropght from the soil preparation till post-
harvest activities. Their activities typically imce producing agricultural crops, tending
animals, processing and preparing food, workingvi@ges in agricultural or other rural
enterprises, collecting fuel and water, caring family members and maintaining their
homes. It is estimated that women are responstl&® percent of actual farm work and

constitute up to 60 percent of the farming popataiAhmed and Hussain 2004).

Women have historically used agriculture as onehef strategies to address poverty and
improve livelihoods, and also to maintain the digband sustainability of their families.

Women, especially in Africa, have played a sigaificrole in the sustainable development
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and economic development of their communities awodntries. Rural women have
historically played a crucial role in agriculture fmod producers(Karki, K. 2009). He accepts
that rural women alone are responsible for up tpé&@ent of the world’s food production
and they also contribute about 60 to 80 percenthef production in many developing
countries. Women play important roles to help tfemily in particular and their community
in general in sewing their food demand, in the woBut the most surprising thing is that the
community has not significantly under stood th@kfthat they exert in the last several years.
Woman are involved in agricultural and rural deypeh@nt representing more than half of the

labor required to produce food consumed in devalppountries (Etenesh, B 2005)

Even though rural women contribute significantly ttee socio-economic development of
their countries through agriculture they contineeféce major socio-cultural challenges,
which. Differ from one community to another. Wortgeemvolvement is significant not only

in terms of their labor input, but also in termsdaftision-making authority. The challenge
here is reaching at common understanding as tofemale farmers are perceived in society;
observations indicate that a female farmer is comynperceived as a co-farmer as marginal
players in agricultural development particularly Ilyose individuals with significant

influence is research, extension and developmesitipos (Tsehai, 1991)

Women are often farming without benefit of the ioned inputs and services and required
for a more productive and remunerative agricultdree paradox is most obvious in the
African shifting where it is estimated the female 60-80% of all agricultural work. Yet

some females are rarely systematically targetedr&mming, extension, research technology
or improved access to resource and thereby toaserproductivity in the agricultural sector

will need be better directed to the female popatagoals for growth are to be achieved.
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In addition to the substantial number of womenuheented national agricultural labor force
data, many women and girls work as unpaid femdderkxs. Many are primary involved in
production of family food supply and domestic workany work intensively in the fields

only during the peak labor seasons, Duggan (1991).

2.3International policy frameworks on gender equality

International law has framed gender equality as$ @aglobal concern on human rights and
basic freedoms for social, economic and politieglhts. These include claims on access to
and control over productive resources like landiveirsal Declaration of Human Rights
adopted in 1948, and international laws and coneestdeveloped afterwards have a number
of provisions to address gender equality. The Cotiee on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) prohibits adistinction, exclusion or restriction
on the basis of gender that harms or nullifies wosidhuman rights and fundamental
freedoms (UNCEDAW, 195:3). It establishes womemghts on par with those of men to
political, economic and social participation andnéig. Articles 7-8, 10-13 and 16 of
CEDAW have comprehensive coverage and oblige signatates to achieve these goals.
The Beijing Declaration on its Article 35 statesitttyovernments should ensure women’s
equal access to economic resources including taedijt, science and technology, vocational
training, etc. as a means to further the advancearahempowerment of women (UN DES
DAW, 1995: 35). Governments are required to incoafgender perspective in all policies
and programs to bring about political, economic andial development through women’s
empowerment and gender equality. Women and theoetprand women and poverty are

critical areas of concern in the Beijing Platforon Action (UN/DESA/DAW (1995).
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These were considered critical areas of concerause feminization of poverty had become
a significant problem in developing countries. Waorselimited access to productive
resources and inequitable decision-making powerpuasis major reason for feminization of
poverty. Governments are required to re-formulagecnmeconomic policies that address
gender disparities in economic power sharing tevalte poverty and advance economic
growth.

Gender mainstreaming was considered a major syratege followed by states to alleviate
poverty especially among women living in rural heluslds. The United Nations Higher
Commission on Human Rights (UNHCR) passed resaiutio women’s equal ownership
access to and control over property and land (UNHZIR3).

International conventions ratified by governmentgluding international human rights
instruments and women’s equal rights conventionsewsases for considering women’s
access to and control over land as human righte igs the resolution. African Protocol to
the African Charter on the Rights of Women in Adriadopted by the then OAU called upon
all African states to eliminate discrimination aggtiwomen and to ensure women'’s rights as
set in international declarations and conventionBUO(2003). It demanded African
governments to combat all forms of discriminatiogaiast women through appropriate
legislative and institutional measures. The protaodudes a number of articles on women'’s
social, economic and political equality and givestigular emphasis to the rights of widows
and divorcees. UN agencies and international orgéions play significant roles in
supporting women'’s equal rights on access to amtér@oover land. FAO is the responsible
UN agency to lead international efforts to overcdmeger. FAO draws special attention to
rural development and facilitates debate forumsaod policy issues. FAO established ILC
that focuses on women’s access to land and gesldions in land tenure ILC runs ‘Gender

Relations in Tenure Project’ on women'’s rightsand which focuses on key issues regarding
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women'’s access to land Furthermore, the World B&IAID, SIDA, Oxfam GB, etc. are
taking gender issues as major concern in land ypédienulation in their land and agriculture

related development programs in developing cou(iieC, 2007).

2.4\Women’s Access to key economic resources

Access to resource is essential to improving afjtical productivity of both men and women
farmers. Because women play crucial roles in afjtical production, improving productivity
will depend to a great extent on ensuring that wofaemers, as well as men farmers, have
sufficient access to production inputs and supgertices. While both men and women
smallholders lack sufficient access to agricultueslources, women generally have much less
access to resources than men. The cause of thisated in; gender-blind development
policies and research; discriminatory legislatimaditions and attitudes; and lack of access to
decision making. Worldwide, women have insufficiactess to land, membership in rural
organization, credit, agricultural inputs and tedogies, training and extension services, and
marketing services. When women farmers have atoagsources, they are more productive

than men farmers (FAO, 2006).

2.4.1. Access to land

Women'’s access to and control over it is very@ltas land is a major resource in women’s
livelihood. However, women are discriminated againsterms of realizing their rights to
land over the past three decades women’s issuesiarelrecently gender issues have gained
prominence on the development platform. Internaionvomen’s conferences held
consecutively; in Mexico City in 1975, in Nairom1985 and in Beijing in 1995 were

measures towards realizing women'’s political, doaral economic equality with men (UN
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Action for Women, 2003). Many gender issues whioh vzery important to well-being of
millions of women and girls around the world gobpea attention after these conferences.
Despite this progress women have remained disaalgadtin many ways. Gender equality
has not been achieved and women do not enjoy edlds with men in accessing and
having control over land and other productive reses. Access to and control over resources
and benefits is determined by socio-cultural nowhgh have significant impacts on gender
relations. Social relations of production and caongtion (access to and control over means
and benefits of production) show constraints on woemn many communities. These
inequalities of opportunities in access to and @rdver resources have made women more
vulnerable to poverty than men in many parts ofwioeld. World Bank, (2001) argues that
constraints related to land which are faced by wofaemers differ from country to country
and culture to culture. In Nigeria, Afghanistan asttler patriarchal societies for instance,
women lack independent rights to land. Land rigires only allocated through men, either
sons or husbands. The FAO (2009) agrees with thensent that women be allowed to
access land either directly or indirectly, as treganty have limited or no access to or control
over land. In some African countries, women arelyaallocated land in their own right,
particularly in patrilineal areas. Land is allochtt® men, who are the heads of household
(FAO, 2009).

A synthesis report carried out in nine countriegrn(@n, Burkina Faso, Tanzania, Congo,
Morocco, Sudan, Mauritania and Zimbabwe) also agthat women rarely own land and
when they do their holdings turn to be smaller &s$ fertile than those of men (Manuh,
1998:9). A study conducted by Naylor (1999) alsppsuts the latter sentiment that Ghanaian
women do not have ownership of land. To access akenuse of land, they must first
negotiate with men, which sometimes mean begging,fand eventually they are allocated

inferior or infertile land. A study conducted by M (1998:9) also reveals that, in parts of
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Northern Ghana, land that women have carefullydesd has been taken away leaving them
with less fertile and more distant plots. Manuh98)palso states that in Africa new land titles
usually are registered in the name of a male halddtead regardless of women’s economic
contribution to the household, their customary tsgbr the increasing number of female
headed household. Wanyeki (2003) argues that ircafrcustomarily and/or traditionally
men manage land. Women only come to fore in exaegticases, depending not on custom
and/or tradition, but on individual families whg/ tto be reasonable in granting positions to
their sisters or mothers. Women are disqualifiednfthe management of land because of the
gender based division of labor that exists in ausiy and/or traditional communities. In
such communities women’s land rights are limitedger rights.

In Ethiopia women’s right on land emerged in 19T4ing the Derg Regime. At the time,
women were actively involved in the political arefidey had their own mass organization,
known as the Revolutionary Ethiopia Women'’s Assiomma(REWA). Their rights on land
holdings were also recognized in the rural landclarmation promulgation by the dergue
regime (Mamo, 2006). According to Mamo (2006), theal land proclamation of 1975 has
given women accesses to organize themselves imamteassociation as head of household if
they have independent residence. The current gowvarhregarding to land right in general
has similar position to that of Dargue regime. Warhave the right to acquire, administer,
control, use and transfer property. Women have leggiat with men with respect to use,
transfer, and control of property. They also reeeequal treatment in the inheritance of

property right (Walta Information Center, 2007).

There are several articles, included in Ethiopiavegoment constitution and also legal

provision that should be exercised and implemerdedlifferent levels of government
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organization, private sector and civil society. Hoer, the ground reality does not match

with the blueprint of the policy.

The place of women in the society is complex tmives many interrelated problems
which made women’s livelihood difficult in relatido men Land is commonly allocated to
households and is registered on names of housdtealds. The rural land administration
process applies spousal-joint land registration @rtification in married households. Land
rights acquired through marriage expose women igdscespecially when marital conflicts
lead to divorce or separation or upon death of angb. Besides, women’s marital statuses
and their status under different family structuaéfect women’s access to and control over
land. Women in male headed households and FHHgl€¢siwidowed and divorced women)
access to land and the control power they have lewel, particularly decision-making on
land use and control of income earned from farndpets is affected by their status in their
households. Community customs and traditions becora@r challenges in implementing
policies that favor women in land acquisition. Titi@ehally rights to property pass through
the male line in Ethiopia. This implies that wongestatus is generally inferior to that of men

(Almaz. W 2007).

2.4.2. Women'’s Access to Credit

In sub- Sahara Africa about 84% of women were eggalon the informal business sectors.
Rural women are usually employed in the informataethat provides very low income. The
income gained from such informal employment isgn#icant and unbalanced. Women who
were involved in the informal employment sectorallsustart business with little capital and

little asset that is not sufficient to run theirsiness.
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Under Ethiopian condition women engaged in therimal employment not only contribute
for household consumption but also to meet the caédiost, clothing, and etc, for the
family. The income gained from these economic & were used for household
consumption and family support rather than re-itimgsit to expand their business.
Similarly, being rural women, most are illiteratedehave no proper skill for full employment

opportunity (Linda, 2005).

According to Linda (2005) men have more power totk® on the income made by women
and often decide to finance their own personalré@steinstead of the households. This is
because; women have less power /right/ to makesidacion the household income
independently. Provisions of credit support andrasfmance facilities for rural women were
one of the most important strategies for empowerurgl women in the economic aspect.
Credit and micro-finance support for rural womea aot only for economic empowerment
of rural women, but also for poverty reduction arhancing of better living condition of

poor rural women.

Many credit associations limit membership to lhwdd heads in many African countries,
thereby excluding married and single women). Worfaae greater difficulties than men,
particularly with regard to participation in rui@operatives and access to credit, training and
agricultural extension. These difficulties rarelgvi from explicitly discriminatory norms, as
legislation on these issues is in most cases gemelgral. Rather, they mainly arise from
cultural practices and stereotypes (e.g. on wom@héswithin the family and on interactions
between persons of different sexes) and from sectmomic factors (e.g. as for access to

credit, women’s higher illiteracy rates, lack offarmation about available credit
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programmes, lack of land titles to be offered akat#ral, more limited access to formal

employment, and exclusion from credit cooperatiygd)anuh, 1998).

Onguonu(2010),notes that in Nigeria women do netlaccess to resources such as finance
for the execution of planned projectslike their enabntemporaries.

Berger and Buvinic (1990), note that there areoreyifactors that limit women’s access to
credit. They argue that in some Mexican rural as@ago-cultural factors can be a major
limitation to women'’s access to credit. In rural»¥m® for instance, women are not allowed
to walk long distances between their homes in ram@as and the banks in town by
themselves or to offer the occasional bribe to nodfieials in charge of credit applications.
Furthermore, entering a bank may intimidate the ewinecause they are unfamiliar with the
environment and the procedures. In addition womes @ften excluded from social
gatherings where males learn about how and wheeedess certain sources of credit and

how to apply.

For Berger and Buvinic (1990), the lack of collatesecurity, illiteracy and mere gender
discrimination can negatively influence women’sesscto credit. For example, the culture
based idea that rural women are financially sumgabrby males and that their only
responsibility is to maintain the household is téason bankers refuse to give credit to rural
women farmers. Berger and Buvinic (1990) conclug#,tunless women are exposed to the
relevant channels of credit distribution they veitintinue to be ignorant about many sources
of loans and therefore they will continue to béliaadvantage when it comes to credit access.
Collateral security seems to be one of the majctofa constraining the access of women to
agricultural inputs. A study conducted by Arun (29Qeports that, in India, women

complained of having limited access to credit resest These women were not allowed to
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borrow money from the bank because they lackedateslll security. He explains that,
because these women did not have collateral sgouhich can be in the form of land or
production equipment, they were denied the righbdoow money from bank€erger, M.
and Buvinic, M.(1990)

A recent study conducted by Baiyegunhi et al (2@i®}eterminants affecting credit access
for rural households showed that the gender andoaglee household head, ownership of
land, value of assets and repayment capacity atistgtally significant factors considered in
determining whether a household is credit consééhior not. The results of the study showed
that, younger household heads who own land or #&mr dind of collateral security such as
poultry, oxen and livestock are less constrainedradit access. These results support the
claim that credit policies can play an importarienm rural development and that additional
rural finance can enhance productivity and houskhalfare, thus contributing to pro-poor
growth. Given the relatively high demand for creditd the limited access of rural
households to both informal and formal credit ie tBastern Cape Province, the degree of

effective credit rationing seems to be relativabyhh

2.4.3. Women'’s access to membership in rural organizations

Members in rural organization such as cooperatiagsicultural producers’ organizations
and farmers’ associations, is important for accéssproductive resources, credit,
information, training and other support servicehiode organizations also represent the
interest of their members in relation to governmgptoject management, and development
policy makers and planners at different levels.

When women farmers’ access to membership and lglaiggoositions in that organization is
restricted, by-law, or custom, their access tousses and their ability to make their views

known to policy makers and planers is also restticMWomen face greater difficulties than
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men, particularly with regard to participation ioral cooperatives and access to credit,
training and agricultural extension.The obviouaultssis the inability of women farmers to

carry out their role and in agriculture and foodwséy to optimum potential (Manuh, 1998).

The same agrarian ref the obvious results is thbility of women farmers to carry out their

role and in agriculture and food security to optimpotential. Land reform programs that are
given land titles to male heads of households bod testricted women’s ownership of land,
have also restricted membership in agrarian reforganizations and cooperatives to male
heads of households. Even where women do havesatz@sembership in cooperatives and

other rural organizations, they make up a smallonitiy of the leadership,(FAO 2006).

2.4.4. Women'’s access to Agricultural inputs, technologiesnd extension services

With the decreasing availability of arable land;reasing population pressure and growing
environmental degradation, it becomes more and mmgpertant to increase productivity in
sustainable ways. This requires access to appte@aicultural inputs and technologies.

The access of women farmers to agricultural inpmis technologies is constrained by their
lack of credit and membership in rural organizatibat also by gender-blind development
programs and lack of attention to the needs of wofaemers in research and technologies
development programs

Because women farmers everywhere are engaged inkearange of laborious tasks related to
food security, there is a need for the developreemd introduction of appropriate labor
saving technologies in food processing and stoemyevell as in food production, and in
related areas such as water, sanitation, and fukelcd preparation (FAO 2006)

The gender equity dimension of agricultural extensservice provision is an aspect that is

widely addressed in the literature. Access to esitem services is lower for women as
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compared with men. There are systematic and sogmfi differences between female and
male heads of households and between female aredpimlmanagers in terms of access to
different channels of extension services and ingiaity of these services as perceived by
respondents. Female farmers are less likely to ey¢¢nsion services through various
channels and are less likely to access qualityieesvhan their male counterparts. Advice
received from DAs is strongly and positively sigraint in explaining fertilizer and improved
seed use, but it does not significantly explaindpativity. In all of the productivity models,
plots of male and female farmers are as equallydymtive after holding other factors
constant (Ragasa, 2008)

Despite undeniable evidences of women’s positiviesran the agricultural sector and
growing awareness of the need to reach out to wdaremers, agricultural extension services
are generally geared toward male farmers. Biasrwweale farmers is evident in the delivery
of extension services which is generally providgdniale extension agents to men on the

assumption that extension message will “trickleoas” to women (Owolabi, J.O. 2001).

2.4.5. Women’s Education and Agricultural development

Education is one of the significant factors afifegt the participation of women in
agricultural development. Rad et al (2010) agre¢ ¢ducation is one of the important factors
that help development to be realized. The purpdsedacation (formal and informal) as
stated by Rad et al (2010) is to communicate actatedi wisdom and knowledge from one
generation to the next. Secondly, education enlsaactve participation in innovation and
the development of new knowledge. Ani et al (20bd)her argue that education enhances
the ability to derive, decode and evaluate usefidrmation for agricultural production. The
Food and Agricultural Organization/ United NatioBslucational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization [FAO/UNESCO] (2002) note that bettdu@ation and training have become
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essential for sustainable development and for mgahomies to survive. Manuh (1998) is of
the view that the lack of education and training leeen identified as a key barrier to
women’s advancement in the society. She arguesdrthafrica, female illiteracy rates were

over 60 percent in 1996 compared to 41 percentaf.nCertain countries have extremely
high rates of low education on women, Burkina Fas®1 percent, Sierra Leone 88.7
percent, Chad at 82.1 percent and Guinea at 86cgmte In many African countries parents
still prefer to send boys to school, seeing littded for sending girls. Hence, illiteracy is still

evident in most African countries (Ravinder et @09).

A study conducted by the South Africa Natural Resesi Management and Environment
Department (2010), reveals that, illiteracy is ajanaconstraint facing women in
development. Women are unable to understand almeutchnical information because they
lack basic formal education. This department atsceals that, because of their illiteracy,
women farmers are unable to read and understandrititen material provided by extension
programs that educate farmers. Penin (1999) supplogt latter sentiment by arguing that,
education has a relationship with farming progressess. The reason is that there is a
positive correlation between education and farmiflgough education, farmers are able to
acquire new improved and effective written materiaducated farmers are able to acquire
more information in the form of written materialcbuas magazines, newsletters and farming
instruction pamphlets, booklets and on packagedidhykeeds, pesticides, fertilizers and
many more. Education plays a significant role asipvely influencing the status of women
in farm decision-making. Highly educated womenlikely to make a higher contribution to
farm decision making than uneducated ones (Pef®0:1. Ravinder et al (2009) noted that
socio-cultural factors also play a role in hindgrimomen from accessing and furthering their

educational interests. They argue that, factort siscearly marriage place a greater burden
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on household labour and acts as a barrier to griajress in education. A study conducted
by Gundu (2009) in a rural area of Zimbabwe callédrau also reveals that one of the major
factors that affect women in farming is illiterady.was argued that this constrained one’s
access to needed farming information. Gundu, arthasven though there may be available
reading material for farmers who want to improventiselves women in the village are
ultimately limited by their illiteracy. Gundu,futh observed that illiteracy among
respondents seriously inhibited the respondentdlityaio access and use agricultural
information to achieve and sustain household foedusty. She further notes that the
illiteracy situation limits women’s capacities toccass agricultural training, credit,
participation in economic activities and also ascés information from other relevant
organizations, not to mention the post-harvestamglus management offered. She adds that
the lack of education also affects the receptiosastiices such as extension, as generally,
adaptation and diffusion of innovations is ofteavwslamong the less literate populations in

society.

1.7.Gender Relation in Ethiopia

Ethiopia women have played a traditional role oftmeohood and home maker in both rural
and areas. However, their work has never beenddnib the household and the family.
Ethiopia women are actively involved in all aspeditssocial life. Women are both producers
and procreators and they are active participanthé social and cultural activities of the
community. However, the important roles they plagvdr not always been recognized.
Without equal opportunities, they have lagged bemren in all fields of self-advancement.
Economic development is unthinkable without womartipipation; however, because their
participation in the economy has not been valuddogtan women have not received even

their share of the nation wealth (The Ethiopian dt&r 2004). Woman’s productivity is
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predominated in the processing and marketing ofl imorearing, and food processing and
industries. In rural areas, women are engaged wmide variety of economic activities
including the constriction of houses, land cultingtand harvesting, and food storage and
marketing (Amarech, 2004). However, women’s workthe agricultural sector has often
been erroneously documented as marginal and they lteeen considered more as consumer
than producers. Women have secondary status witheifamily and in the society, which is
why they get little credit for their productivitidience, women continue to be regarded as an
appendage to the family and as consumer but nptagkicers. It is important to understand
how conditions for women have changed in what waagthe country mobilized the labor of
women to optimize human resource in the overallneouc development of a nation?
Important changes have taken place with the inttdo of the socialist ideology, which
advocate equal right for all, irrespective of sestigious, racial or social origin. Ethiopia’s
women seem to have gained somewhat better expergence the 1974 socio-economic and
political transportation. They have expanded thenizon with educational advancement and
increased economic activity (Amarech, 2004). Sif0& of the Ethiopia inhabit in the
countryside, our focus is on rural women becausmevoin urban a small comparison. Under
changes such as the rise in the literacy an ineréasschool enrolment and growing
competition in the employment market, have notaliyeaffected the live of rural women.
Many women in developing countries have a directtact with the natural environment as
they collect essential items for everyday needser@hare also women consumers or
purchasers whose link with the environment is tBs=ct, but the action can have a bearing in
the future. Therefore, it could be important tolue women on both the planning process of
the different organizational institution as to spfard the alarming rate of environmental
degradation though involving all the members of ttwuntry in which half of have

previously been ignored from direct participatiamedo cultural influence that sees women
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as consumers only. Though, it is understand thahevohave triple role in society only one
of the roles was recognized until recently, thedpiive role, but not given reasonable
remuneration as that of men’s. In all these antisj women receive no remuneration for
their labor, no monetary or material gains and epefit in luxury time and improving their

living condition (Mokonen, 1996). The point is nibtat women should place themselves
above the need of their family, or that their neadl wants are similar to those of urban
women with higher income. Rural women spend themetin productive activities, which

directly benefits their families and society in romic term. There should be some terms
(measurable means) of remunerating their produsiveices and of providing incentives for

them to produce efficiently and use their energiesningfully (Mokonen, 1996)

1.8.Women and poverty

Although there is an overall agreement on the mathat men and women experience poverty
differently, linking gender and poverty is a complaatter that has increasingly become the
focus of analysis. The growing literature on poyédras helped to broaden the definition of
poverty and generated greater recognition on thii-naimensionality of poverty. It called
for better understanding of poverty not only inmerof income and expenditure, but in the
broader sense of human poverty- a state of demivah capabilities (education, health,
nutrition, etc). Household income/ expendituredoliseasures, while they are important and
provide comparative analysis of incidences of pgvéetween male headed and female
headed households, they do not show the level eénpp experienced by women and men
within the households. The gender dimension of ggvemerge more clearly through
approaches of social indicators and those thatuoapthe intra- Household processes

underlying resource allocation (DAI, 2005).
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There are fundamental gender inequalities in act@sind control over productive assets
such as land, labor and credits, earned incomee#isa® gender biases in the labor market
that form the ground for women’s enhanced vulnditgtio poverty. Women'’s high illiteracy
rate, lack of decision making power over theiriféytand early marriage of girls limit their
chances of coming out of poverty. In addition, tiue¢he disproportionate gender division of
labor in the household and their increased resporisis for domestic and productive work,
women tend to be poor. Poverty is also relatethéotype of employment in which people

are engaged, and the majority of the poor arefornmal employment (Pausewang, 1990).
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CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES

3.1. Description of the study area

SodoDachiWoreda is located 75 Km away from Addisiéd AddisAbaba towards south on
the main highway of Butagira town. It is found imet Oromia National Regional State.
According to the Woreda Finance and Economic Deraknt Office, the total population of
the Woreda is 48,352, whereby 24,150 and 24,202nates and females respectively. The
total area of the Woreda is 39, 920 hectare of.laigographically the woreda is divided in
to high land (16%), mid land (44%) and low land %40 Its altitude ranges from 1850 to
2500 m.a.s.l. The mean annual rainfall is 1150 randl its temperature ranges from 12 -32

degree centigrade

The rain fall pattern is erratic and irregulartie area. Due to the severe and heavy rains,
soil erosion and flooding are very common in lowxyof the study area. In times of extreme
rainfall, mudslides damage roads, small bridges atieer infrastructure and localized

flooding are common (ARDO, 2014).

The dominant soil type of the study area is finenedium textured sandy loam underlie with

ancient Precambrian basement rocks. Over-cleareg |led to significant soil erosion
problems, with mudslides occurring on the area. dbminant means of livelihood is crop
farming, but livestock production is also animpattaource of food and income (ARDO,
2014).
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3.2. Sampling Technique and Size

The study was conducted at SodoDachiWoreda in Grdiational Regional State. The study
was carried out in three peasant associations fann8odoDachiWoreda. ‘Tereshino’,
‘Muchichata’, and Woredi’ kebels were selected asmple kebeles among 19 kebelesfound
in the Woreda. Both purposive and random samplechriigues were employed as a
representative for the whole Sample framework. &sigg sampling technique was
employed to select thee ‘Kebelles’ out of 19kebddgausing some selection criteria. The
criteria to select the three kebeles were

» accesses to transportation ,

» agro ecological zones,

» Population number etc.

» Cost
The second sampling technique was random samplihgghwemployed to find the
respondents at household level. Therefore, 120orelgmts were taken as representative
respondents from the three kebeles (40 respongmmtkebele were selected). The main
reason for selecting only 120 respondents was ti@& homogeneity nature of

theWoredapopulation.

In addition, all Agricultural Extension Workers wvkong in selected three kebeles were
selected as respondents, and concerned governxperte Women affairs and cooperative

promotion office were also asked to fill questioines prepared for this purpose.

3.3. Data collection: tools and procedures

Even though methods of data collection in soa&rse highly depend on the nature of the

research topic, the researcher believed that simgldod is bound to have limited relevance
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in meeting the overall objective of a researchsthdifferent tools were employed to collect

the required data.

Primary data were collected using structured peisorerview and questionnaire schedule
as research tool to elicit information on womererahd constraints in agriculture activities.
In most caseslosed endequestion was employed. Maximum efforts were exketd keep it
simple and understandable so as to capture ali¢hessary information need for the study.
Personal observation was also used in reliable dalizction, as information which is

difficult to be obtained by way of interview

Secondary data from the Woreda government recosts also reviewed to support the

findings from the primary data

3.4. Data analysis

Data analysis was conducted to find out the redquiesults of the study. The quantitative
raw data collected using close—ended interviewiogedules was organized and pre-
processing test was carried out right after thddfidata collection was completed.

Questionnaires were coded by each peasant aseaciatfacilitate analysis of questions on
which respondents require to specify their opiniansl to facilitate analysis of the close-
ended questionnaire. Responses on these questascarefully collected and summarized.
Outputs were categorized into different componemigating to relevant variables for

convenience in analyzing the findings.

Major themes were identified and analyzed in limigh research objectives, and were

summarized for use in descriptive analysis. The data collected using personal interview,

guestionnaire and personal observation was organggeanged, scrutinized and tabulated for
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analysis. Descriptive statistical tools such aguency distribution and percentage were used

to analyze the data

3.5. Quality and ethical consideration

The researcher received official permit SodoDachidtia administration office to conduct
this study. SodoDachiWoreda Agriculture and Rurav&opment Office was willing to
assist the researcher. Quantitative survey respisi@ad qualitative survey informants were
provided detail explanation on the overall objeetof the study ahead of time. Interview is
administered on free will of interviewees. Resparigavere informed that they can decline if
they don’t want to be interviewed. The researchesmpsed the respondents that the

information provided by interviewees will only bead for academic purpose.
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CHAPTER FOUR: RESULT AND DISCUSSION

This chapter deals with the analysis and interpoetaof data which was collected from
respondents using different data collection tobigferent ideas, perceptions, attitudes and
knowledge concerning the factors affecting womentigpation in agricultural development
were gathered. This chapter primarily analyzedsth@o demographic characteristics, role of
women in agricultural activities, women decisionkmng role in agricultures issues and

major factors affecting women’s contribution iniagttural development.

4.1. Socio-demographic Data on the sampledrespondsn

Socio-demographic characteristics of the resposdeate looked at to see the connections in
the search for the factors affecting women parittgn in agricultural development in
SodoDachiWoreda. These characteristics were ageagdnal level marital status and land
holding size

Table 1; Socio- personal characteristics of respotgd(n=120)

Variable Category Frequency Percent
Age (20-30) 43 35.8%
(31-60) 71 59.2%
Greater than 60 6 5%
Marital status Married 105 87.5%
Single - -
Divorced 3 2.5%
Widowed 12 10
Educational Status Read and write 37 30.8%
Elementary education completed 10 8.3%
Secondary education completed
Less than 1 hectare 35 29%
1 — 2 hectare 65 54%
Land holding 2- 5 hectare 20 17%
Greater than 5 hectare - -

Source: own survey, August 2014
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The table above depicts responses obtained on ahedabackground, age category, marital
status and land holding size of respondents. Otlteofotal 120 respondents 73 (60.8%) were
illiterate, 37 (30.8.3%) can read and write, 18B%3) have completed primary education
(completed grade 8). Survey findings on educatistatus of respondents reflects high

illiteracy rate among women in the study area.

The age of the sampled rural households in Sodal&eda ranges from 20-65 years. The
age groups were categorized into three; the fiDsB@ years, the second 31-60 years and the
third age group was greater 60 years. Thereforepb@i20 respondent 43 (35.8%) of them
were aged 20-30 years while 71 (59.2%) of them \agexd 31-60 years. The rest 6 (5%) of
the rural household respondents were aged abovAréQnd 95 % of the respondents were

found at productive age.

Results on land holding revealed that majority4$4f the respondents had medium size (1-

2 hectare) land holding followed by small (less beetare) (29%), and large (greater than 2

hectare) (17%) size land holding.

42



4.2. Means of income and major agricultural practie

Table 2; Means of income (n= 120)

Means of income Number Percent Remark
Crop farming 120 100%
Livestock production 120 100%

Off - farm activities - -

Labor 15 12.5%

Other (remittance) 5 42 %

Source: own survey, August 2014

Table 3: Major crops and livestock produced

Crops/ livestock £ 2" 3¢
76 (63.3%) 44 (36.7%)
Wheat
Teff 44 (36.7%) 76 (63.3)
Sorghum 85 (70.80%)
Maize
Cattle 120 (100%)
Small ruminant 37 (30.8%)
Poultry 115 (95.8)

Source: own survey, August 2014

The above Tables (2 &3) illustrate that the maja@ams of income of the respondents were
crop farming and livestock production. Cereal criggming was the most important
agricultural activities practiced in the study arBaxt to crop farming, livestock production
was an important means of livelihood for the mayoof the people residing in the study

area.
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The table above discloses that teff and wheat wexemost preferred cereal crops. Teff,

which is unique to Ethiopia, was used as a casp. drbe price of teff was increasing from

time to time. As a result, the community prefertedell teff instead of using it for domestic

consumption. Wheat, sorghum and other cereal goopduced in the area used for stable

food. Moreover, the farmers enjoy livestock protuctor their means of livelihood and for

draught power

4.3.Women participation in agricultural activities and decision making

Table 4; Involvement of rural women in agricultuaativities (n=120)

Agricultural activities

Women participation

Who participate more?

Yes

No

Women

Men

Ploughing (tilling the land with oxen)

120 (100%)

120 (100%)

Land preparation

120 (100%)

25 (20.8%)

95 (79.2%)

Weeding 120 (100%) - 117 (97.5) 3 (0.2%)
Harvesting 120 (100%) - 15 (12.5%) 114 (87.5%)
Threshing 120 (100%) - 13 (10.8%) 107 (89.2 %)
Storing 120 (100%) - 58 (48.3 62 (51.7)
Looking after cattle and small ruminants 120 @H0 - 65 (54.2) 55 (45.8)
Milking 120 (100%) - 113 (94.2) 7 (5.8%)

Poultry production

120 (100%)

120 (100%)

Source: own survey, August 2014

The data presented in Table 4 depicts that alnllostspondents participate in all agricultural

activities except in ploughing (tilling of land \mitpair oxen). Moreover, 20.8%, 97.5%,

12.5%, 10.8%, 48.3%, 54.2%, 94.2% and 100% of #spandents respond that women

participation in land preparation, weeding, hamwggtthreshing, storing, looking after cattle,
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milking and poultry production is more when compghte men, respectively. However,
100%, 79.2%, 0.2%, 87.5%, 89.5%, 51.7%, 45.8% a8% ®f the respondents respond that
men participation in ploughing, land preparatioreeding, harvesting, threshing, storing,

looking after cattle and milking is more when comgabto women, respectively

According to the respondents response women’sicgmation in weeding, poultry
production, milking and looking after livestock wasore when compared to men’s
participation. On the contrary, women participatiorploughing , harvesting, threshing and
storing was less when compared to men’s parti@pafihese farming activities ( ploughing,
harvesting, threshing and storing ) by their natare laborious and considered by the
community as works performed by men. This findsigupported by Dawit( 2012) Cited on
Lemelem (2010). He reported that men are typia@bponsible for the heavier manual tasks
such as land preparation and tillage with oxen. édger, traditionally, in most areas of

Ethiopia weeding is considered as women'’s task.

In general, the findings illustrated that womendaignificant role on agricultural activities.
This is also supported by Almaz(2000). She repatttatl up to 60% of farming activities in
Ethiopia are done by rural women. Rural women pdakey role in agricultural sector
production by working with full passion in produami of crops right from the soil preparation

till post-harvest.
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Table 5: Women involvement in decision making onanagricultural issues (n=120)

Decision areas No Only consulted Opinion Have role in
involvem considered final decision
ent

Land sizes for cultivation of different cereatopgs 72 (60%) 30 (25%) 18 (15%)

and vegetables

What type of crops to cultivate and when

cultivate

63 (52.5%)

37 (38.3%)

20 (16.7%)

Purchasing of inputs ( such as fertilizer, pédtiand

improved seeds)

60 (50%)

38 (31.7%)

22 (18.3%)

Marketing of grains

25(20.8%)

73 (60.9%)

22.808)

Types and numbers of cattle and small ruminants

keeping

25 (20.8%)

63 (52.8%)

32 (26.7%)

Producing poultry

120 (100%)

Marketing of cattle and small ruminates

28 (23.3%

71 (59.2%)

21 (17.5%)

Selling of livestock products (such as milk anikn

products)

23 (19.2%)

97 (80.8%)

Selling of eggs and chicken

120 (100%)

Source: own survey, August 2014

The above table depict that out of 120 respond&b®s, 16.7%, 18.3%, 18.3%, 26.7%,

100%, 17.5%, 80.8% and 100% of the respondentscipate in final decision making on

allocation of land sites, what types of crop toduee, purchasing of inputs, marketing of

grain, types of & number of cattle to be rearedylpg production, marketing of cattle / small

ruminant, selling of livestock by products and isgllof eggs, respectively. The results also

showed that 60%, 52.5%, 50%, 20.5%, 20.5% and 238%e respondents were only

consulted on allocation of land sites, what typé€rop to produce, purchasing of inputs,

marketing of grain, types of and number of anintalbe reared and marketing of domestic

animals, respectively. Moreover, the result shothed 25%, 38.3%, 31.7%, 60.9%, 52.8%,
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59.2% and 19.2 of the respondents’ opinion wasidened on allocation of land sites, what
types of crop to produce, purchasing of inputs,ket@mg of grain, types of and number of
cattle to be reared, marketing of cattle / smattinant, and selling of livestock by products,

respectively

In general, majority of therespondents respondedl ttiey participate in major agricultural
decision making areas although the degree of jgaationvaries. Their participation is less in
final decision making in major agricultural issuasd resource allocation. The finding is
supported by Dawit (2012). He reported that theegobdf rural women in final decision

making on major agricultural issues is minimal.

1.4.Factors affecting women'’s contribution/participation in Agricultural activities

1.4.1. Access to education

Table 1 (Socio demographic data) showed thatodheftotal 120 respondents 73 (60.8%)
were illiterate, 37 (30.8.3%) can read and writ@(8.3%) have completedprimary education
(completed grade 8). Survey findings on educatistatus of respondents reflects high
illiteracy rate among women in the study areateltacy affected women’s participation in

agricultural development. This argument is supgbbie the following literature evidence.

Education is one of the significant factors affegtthe participation of women in agricultural
development (Rad et al 2010). A study conductedhieySouth Africa Natural Resources
Management and Environment Department (2010), tevézat, illiteracy is a major
constraint facing women in Agricultural developmeéMomen are unable to understand and
utilize technical information because they lackibdsrmal education. This department also
reveals that, because of their illiteracy, womamis are unable to read and understand the

written material provided by extension programg #ducate farmers.
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1.4.2. Access to Agricultural Extension Service

Table 6; Access to agricultural extension servicel0)

Question raised Frequency Percent
Seeking of agricultural service for the last 12 then Yes 12 10%
No 108 90%
Extent of extension visit by Extension worker floe last 12| Regularly/ frequently 8 6.7%
months Rarely 35 29.2%
No visit at all 77 64.2%
Access to training on agricultural issues Yes 15 12.5%
No 105 87.5%

Source: own survey, August 2014

The data for this study (Table 6) revealed thatomigj (64.2%) of respondents had not been
visited by extension workers for the last 12 monthile 29.2% were rarely visited. Only
6.7% of the respondents had been frequently viditgdextension worker. Out of 120
respondents only 10% of them were seek agricultexdénsion service from extension
service whereas majority (90%) of them didn’t sagkicultural extension service for the last
12 months. The table also depicts that 87.5% ofré&spondent didn’t attend training on
agricultural issues whereas only 12.5% attendaditigs on agricultural issues for the last

twelve months

The implication of this result is that the femadenhers lack enough extension contact. This
finding is supported by SodoDachiWoreda Agricultarel Rural Development Office. One

of the Woreda agricultural expert explained that dffice target only the head of the house
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hold (who are mostly men) to provide extension ®erwWomen may be head of household

if husbands died or left home for different reas@iherwise, if they are married their

husbands are the head of the household.

Based on this finding the researcher believes ploar contact of women with extension

service provider affected women role in agriculkwt@velopment. Therefore, as women are

equal partner of men in agricultural activities ands a good deal of contribution to

agricultural development, agricultural

appropriate extension strategy for women.

1.4.3. Access to Credit

Table 7; access to credit (n=120)

extensioneaalists should design the most

Questioned raised Source of credit Frequency Percent
What is your sources of Sources of credit? Codpera -
Financial institution 14 11.7%
Personal sources 71 59.2%
Friends / relatives 16 13.3%
Money lender 19 15.8%
Did access to credit service effect your agricaltl Yes 95 79.2%
involvement No 25 20.8%
Do you believe that credit availability  improveYes 117 97.5%
agricultural productivity No 3 2.5%

Source: own survey, August 2014

The above Table (table7) displays farmers’ sourge t¢ credit facility. Most of the

respondents interviewed complained of difficulti@s securing

loan from financial

Institutions, about 59.2% of them sourced fundsnfneersonal saving while 15.8% secure
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their financial need from moneylender. Only 11.78the@ respondent got financial assistance
through financial institutions. The table also thys that out of 120 respondents 97.5% of
them believe that credit facilities can improveiagtural production. 79.2% of them also
responded that their involvement in agriculturdivaites was affected due to lack of credit
facilities.

The finding is supported by Manuh (1998). He repdbrthat women access to credit is
affected due to women’s higher illiteracy rategklaf information about available credit
programmes, lack of land titles to be offered akat#ral, more limited access to formal
employment, and exclusion from credit cooperativemda (2005) reported that provisions
of credit support and micro-finance facilities fmral women is one of the most important
strategies for empowering rural women in the ecdnamspect. Credit and micro-finance
support for rural women are not only for econommgpewerment of rural women, but also

for poverty reduction and for enhancing of beti@nty condition of poor rural women

1.4.4. Access and Control over Productive economic resouss

Table 8; Access to land (n =120)

Frequency %
Land acquiring Through marriage 61 50.8%
By inheritance 12 10%
By leasing from other 9 7.5%
Through land distribution 38 31.5%
Land registration and registered and certified on my own name, 18 15%
certification
registered and certified in the name of my hadba 102 85%
registered and certified in the name of me and|my -
husband

Source: own survey, August 2014
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Data collected on means of land acquisition inghely area (table 8) reflected that out of
thetotal 120 respondents 31.5% responded thatabegssed land through land distribution,
50.8% responded they accessed land through marrl@gé responded they accessed land
through inheritance and 7.5% responded that #&&sel land from land holders.

This study shows that marriage has impact on wosnaatess rights to land. Most women
have access to land through marriage, because sunsy respondents are married women
who get access to their husbands’ land.

According to AlmazW. (2007) women’s access to rtheusbands’ land offers them
secondary rights and this right is seriously caiséad in reality because women'’s rights to

their husbands’ land is secured as long as theagarfasts

Table 9; Resource (physical asset) ownership anttai¢n =120)

Respondent answer Frequency Percent
| have equal ownership but, do not have controt agsets 45 37.5%
| have equal ownership and control over thesetasseluding| 25 20.8%

income from sales

| don’t own and control household assets 50 41.7%

Source: own survey, August 2014

The table above illustrates that 37.5% of womempoed that they have equal ownership
ofeconomic productiveassets, but don’t have contn@r them. 20.8 % the interviewed
women responded that they equal ownership andalamter these assets including income
from sales whereas 41.7% didn’'t have equal owngrahd control over the assets. From
these finding it is possible to conclude that mgoof the respondent don’t have equal
ownership and control over major economic resouredsch in turn affected their

participation in agricultural development.
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1.4.5. Households chores

Table 10: Women involvement in household’s chdrestine domestic work)

Home activities

Time spent per day ( on average )

Women

Men

Cooking foods

2 hours and 30 minutes

Fetching water

1 hours

Cleaning house

45 minutes

Caring of children

1 hours on average

Fire wood collecting

1 hour and 40 minute oerage

Attend social meeting

35 minutes

1 hours and 3tuies

Other ( such as milling of grain)

30 minutes orrage

Total time consumed per day 8 hours 1 hour and 3in
Did these household chores affect your involvement
in agricultural activities? Response | Frequency Percent

Yes 117 97.5%

No 3 (2.5%)

Source: own survey, August 2014

The table above (table 10) depicts that all ofsaapled women have been actively involved

in household activities of food preparation, hociganing, fetching water, caring of children,

collecting firewood and other routine householdresoMost time consuming activities were

food preparation, fire wood collecting, child caaed fetching water. The respondents spent

an average 2.3, 1.4,1 and 1 hours respectiveljesetactivities. In general, the respondents

spent on household chores 8 hours a day on averageable also depicts that most of the

respondents (97.5%) respond that these

participation in agricultural activities.
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1.4.6. Social status of women

Table 11; women position in the societies (n= 120)

Question raised Frequency Percent
Women  consider Yes 87 72.8%
themselves

subordinate to men

No 23 (19.2%)

Source: own survey, August 2014

The table above (table 11) display that 72.8 % edpondents believed that they are
subordinate to men. This finding is supported byldkachiWoreda women, youth and
children affair office. According to the Woreda nmven affairs office, the position of women
in society is notably poor. Society structurehie study area is hierarchical and dominated
by men. The husband has full control over all thepprties of the family. All important
rituals and positions are held by the husband lsaa of the family. The husband has full

right of administering the family and is considessdthe only head of the family.
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CHAPTER FIVE; SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMOINDATIO N

5.1.  Summary

Rural women play key role in agricultural develommnaas they represent half of the
population and perform significant agricultural igitcies in Ethiopia. Even though rural
women contribute significantly to the socio-economevelopment of their country through

agriculture they continue to face major economid swcio-cultural challenges.

This study was conducted at SodoDachiWoreda inrorde
* to assess the nature and extent of women involvemeagricultural activities in the
study area.
* to assess the extent of women participation icistEn making in farming activities
in the study area
* to identify constraints limiting women’s contrilbort / participation in agricultural

development in the study area

To conduct the research the following methodologiese employed;

» the total sample respondents were 120 women whae welected by using simple
random sampling techniques

» data was collected by using close-ended semitated questionnaire and

* the data was analyzed by using descriptive Stalstools such as frequency

distribution and percentage

Survey findings on educational status of respotsdeeflected high illiteracy rate among

women in the study area. Out of the total 120 redpats, 73 (60.8%) were illiterate
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The age of the sampled rural households ranges #0+85 years. Around 95 % of the
respondents were found at productive age (20-68%uls on land holding revealed that
majority (54%) of the respondents had medium slze2(hectare) land holding. The major

sources of income of the respondents were cropiagstock farming.

Women involvement / participation in agricultural activities: the survey findings
illustrated that women have participated in alli@gtural activities except in ploughing
(tilling land with oxen). When women participatiaith that of men in agricultural activities,

women participated more in poultry production, wagdsmall and cattle take caring.

Women involvement / participation in decision makimy; the survey result showed that the
majority of the respondents responded that theyjiggaate in major agricultural decision
making areas although the degree of participatianes. Their participation is less in final

decision making in major agricultural issues.

Though women have been contributed significant molagricultural development they have
been constrained by different factors. The suresylt identified the following factors which

hinder women contribution / participation in agttcuve;

Access to educatiorBurvey findings on educational status of resporgdeetiects high

illiteracy rate among women in the study areatellicy affected women’s participation in
agricultural development. llliterate Women were notable to understand and utilize
technical information, to read and understand thigtesa material provided by extension

programs

Access to extension servicghe research result revealed that the femalederrdidn’t get
Agricultural extension service. Extension servicevision focused on targeting of household

heads which is mostly men.
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Access to credit facilities the finding showed that most of the respondentsrviewed
complained of difficulties in securing loan frormdincial Institutions. Only 11.7% of the
respondent got financial assistance. Though mosthefrespondents believe that credit
facilities can improve agricultural production, yheidn’'t have access to formal credit
facilities due to various reasons.

Access and Control over Productive economic resougs: The finding revealed that 37.5%
of women respond that they have equal ownershighgsical assets, but don’t have control
over them. 20.8 % the interviewed women respontatithey equal ownership and control
over these assets including income from sales whet#é.7% didn’'t have equal ownership
and control over the assets. From these findimg possible to conclude that majority of the
respondent don’t have equal ownership and contret smajor economic resources which in

turn affected their participation in agriculturawlopment.

Households choresthe research finding depict that all of the resfents have been actively
involved in household activities of food preparatibouse cleaning, fetching water, caring of
children, collecting firewood and other routine kehold chores. In general, the respondents
spent on household chores 8 hours a day on avesasigh in turn affect their participation in
agricultural activities.

Women social status the survey finding showed that majority of intewed women
believed that they are subordinate to men. Thidifigm was also supported by
SodoDachiWoredawomen youth and children affaircetfi According to theWoredawomen,
youth and children affair office, the position ofomen in society is notably poor. The

husband has full control over the properties offtimaily
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5.2.  Conclusion

Women are the major working forces of farming at#s in the study area. They regularly
engaged and participated in critical farming atteg including weeding, seed preparation,
selling agricultural commodities, and harvestingawidver, the level of their participation

was limited in ploughing farmland and harvestingakhtraditionally consider implemented

by men. Despite their incredible role in agricudlusector, their involvements in decision-
making regarding farm management still seem quasi@. Most women have less role in
final decision making with regard to purchase/sdlerop and live animals, land preparation

and determination of type and amount of crofsetoultivated,

Different factors constrained women contributigmafticipation in agricultural development
in the study areas. Women have limited access antlat over to land and other properties.
Most women in the study area had access to landtbrdugh marriage. As the majority of
the women in the study area were illiterate theyemeot able to understand and utilize
technical information, to read and understand thigtem material provided by extension

programs.

Based on the findings the researcher believespbat contact of women with extension
service provider affected women role in agriculkuwtavelopment. Therefore, as women are
equal partner of men in agricultural activities ahds a good deal of contribution to
agricultural development, agricultural extensioneaaglists should design the most

appropriate extension strategy for women.
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Although credit facilities have paramount importarfor agricultural development in the
study area women didn’t have access to credit fi@sulAs a result, they were constrained to
buy improved seeds and fertilizers. Moreover, womwenre responsible for household chores
which consume 8 hours per day unlike of men. Tloeegfthese household chores affected
their participation in agricultural activities. Wam social status was also another constraint
which affects their participation in agriculturad\eelopment. Majority of women considered

themselves as if they were subordinate to men.

5.3. Recommendation

» To enhance rural women’s participation in househelsburces allocation decision
making, all the possible opportunities should beated for rural women. Well
organized and integrated awareness creation syrafleguld also be designed and
facilitated by the Woreda government and its staldgrs to minimize the social,

cultural, and economic factors that affecting ruvamen’s decision making;

» Recognition of women'’s role and contribution toiasband economic development in
general and that of agricultural development intipalar by planners and decision
makers would help to enhance the status of womehiggrease food security at

household and national level;

» As women are equal partner of men in agricultuctivdies and has a good deal of
contribution to agricultural development, the Waedgricultural extension
specialists and planers should design the mostoppgpte extension strategy that

address women needs;
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Organizing women has an aspect of empowerment amdew's associations could
serve as forum to women focused interventions. Tiwasnen should be initiated to

organize and struggle for their equal ownership@ndrol over economic resources;

The ox-plough farming technology applied in thedstiarea enforces women’s
dependence on male labor for ploughing. Hence xa® @lough technology should

be innovated using local capacity to initiate wotagrarticipation in ploughing;

Carrying out advocacy and awareness creation progoapromote women’s equal

access to and control over economic resources;

The secret of women contribution / participationaigricultural development lies on
enhancing the level of education of women; edugasirwomen mean educating the
family and the society. Therefore, the Woreda gonent should give more

attention to educate illiterate women;

The Woreda political leaders / decision makers khdacilitate financial services

such as micro-financial institutions to disadvaethgural women.
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