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Abstract
Streetism is a socio-economic phenomenon that xiated for years. Although its cause and

magnitude varies from nation to nation dependingnigeon the socio-economic structures, the
phenomenon is prevalent in both developed anddegsloped countries and is one among the
social problems that has gained international atitem currently. The term “streetism” and
“street child” has been in popular usage since thi declaration on the “year of the child” in
1979.The concept is vague or too broad and is mosuch easy to define. This has caused
controversy patrticularly in labeling a certain grpwf disadvantaged children. According to
UNICEF estimates, 100 million children live and wam the streets of the cities of the world.
The majority of them are in developing countrie@:million in Latin America, 25-30 million in
Asia, and 10 million in Africa. Street children ameainly boys, but the number of girls is
increasing rapidlly in the last decades of thistcen.

The phenomenon of street children is recognizeda amajor social problem throughout
Ethiopia. A very high proportion of Ethiopia’s athien live in or have experienced conditions
which worldwide are recognized as pre-disposingtdesc to street-life involvement, namely
poverty, natural disasters, family disintegratiaigls, war and displacement of families. Given
the basic data from UNICEF's State of World’s Cheld, some 1.1 million urban children
between the ages of 5 and 15, whose families &l@bthe poverty line (UNICEF; 1992).

Desse is the capital of South Wollo Zone of thédamNational Regional State. The town has
suffered the full consequences of recurrent droufgimine, and civil war for a long period of
time and finally it becomes home of a multitude@ite socio-economic problems. Still today
more and more people in the town are exposed tteasocial and urban economic poverty.
Nowadays, the phenomenon of streetism in the tdwbesse has become a major social
problem. According to MOLSA studies supported byGE¥, it is estimated that the overall
number of children in the street of Desse and utsloors is around 5000 and many of them are
arriving from rural areas looking for job.

Thus, this paper indicated that the problem ofedtighildren was not the case that should be
left to one organization. Therefore, Efforts shodld made by different stakeholders,
government, non -governmental organizations andneconity based organizations and by the
public

vi



CHAPTER 1: Introduction

1.1 Back ground

The phenomenon of street children is becomingafriee global big problems that overrun the
whole areas of our universe. UNICEF'S annual Stap®rt indicated that millions of children
live and work around the streets of industrializéelyeloping, and underdeveloped countries and
suffering daily from the consequences of poverty eemmunity neglect( Apekar, L. 1994).

In the context of Africa, migration from rural aeto urban is one of the factors that increase
the problem of streetism in towns. According totadg conducted in the different African
capital cities, 32% of respondents were of ruraior(Abeje, 1998). Another study in the sub
Saharan Africa showed that about 61.1% of streidreim are migrants from other rural or urban
areas (Kidist, 2007).

The eighties and nineties saw a growing global eomdor the rights and welfare of children.

This culminated in the adoption of the Conventiontbe Rights of the Child by the General
Assembly of the United Nations on 20 November 198Bis was closely followed by the
adoption of the Organization of African Unity's Ctes on the Rights and Welfare of the Child
by the Assembly of Heads of State and GovernmeldtiheAddis Ababa in 1990. In line with
the general concern for the rights and welfarehadficen in especially difficult circumstances, is
another growing international problem of the rismgmbers of street children in urban areas.
This has translated into the increasing number o¥egimental and non-governmental
organizations throughout the world whose main &gtiig to help alleviate the plight of street
children. ( Apekar, L. 1994).

According to family health international global facs such as natural disaster, internal
migration and poverty, lack of proper care and KNJS are the factors that highlight the

vulnerability of children; the same is to concemithe situation to Ethiopia (FHI, 2010).

Moreover Retrak (2012) stated that with the adwdntirbanization, recurrent drought, famine

and HIV/AIDS have claimed a heavy toll on humare lih Ethiopia during the past three

decades. As a consequence, thousands of childuvenben left unaccompanied and outside of
parental care.( Kidist, 2007).



Different interventions have been established fgpeut and fulfill the needs of street children.
The focuses of these interventions usually diffemf one another. Some of them focus on
delivering basic services, others on providing tmealre or educational services, and some
others on promoting and protecting the human righteese children (FSCE, 2003)

According to the convention of child right (CRC98B) and United Nations declaration,
children should have given proper and complete eak services shall be extended to street
children to ensure their all rounded and harmonieielopment. However, the vulnerability of
street children have more often served as tralyistibtions of neglect and marginalization as
genuine targets of national policies, program amdlises.( Kibrom, 2008).

In the situation of Ethiopia, natural disasteremtl migration and poverty, lack of proper care
and HIV/AIDS are the factors that highlight the maitability of children (FHI, 2010). Moreover
Retrak (2012) stated that with the advent of recgbanization, recurrent drought, famine and
HIV/AIDS have claimed a heavy toll on human lifekthiopia during the past three decades. As
a consequence, thousands of children have beamiaficompanied and outside of parental care.
(Veale 1993 in Ochola, L and Dzikus, A, 2000).

In line with this, Street children’s situations azemplex and that quick fixes are helpful in
response to help them get out of the street life ohwhich can be as being targeted for
involvement in different educational training pragrs. Therefore, the main purpose of this study
is to explore the life experience of street chitdne the rehabilitation program at Admas street

child Rehabilitation and Development project in titgy of Desse.

1.2. Statement of the problem

The problem of street children was becoming a wadd phenomenon since these children
exist in every part of the world. According to tB803 report made by FSCE, USAID and

PACT, children leave their home for various reasang start living on the street in most urban
cities. The vast majorities of these children warld live in large, urban areas of developing
countries. Some of the street children are patth@fentire families who live on the street (FSCE,
1998).

According to mekonen (2011), streetism is beconung of the major challenges of all urban

areas of Ethiopia. The capital city Addis Ababa #mlregional cities like Desse are among the

cities that are highly affected by the problem tE&et children. Since 1974 there have been
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attempts to conduct a research concerning the gmablof these children in the country in

general and Addis Ababa in particular. mekonen 1201

The magnitude of the problem of street childrenEthiopia, the first survey on the street
children was carried out by the Rehabilitation Ageim 1974. This study which used a head
counting technique documented that there were H40@885 or 99% male and 49 or 1% female)
Street children living in Addis Ababa and almoshaan Desse.MOLSA Report,2012

On the other hand in the case of Desse, the gmoldf street children as lower estimates
indicates 3000 and the higher with 5000 has becameeof the major social problems in the city
today /MOLSA 2015,report/ The following conceptidehmework is developed in order to
understand the casual factors that Pushes or ghilldren into the streets .Different literatures
noted that the underline cause of Streetism irethrajor levels:-
1: Macro level factors— factors which are in the community context these poverty,
urbanization, forced resettlements, parent’s rélosavithout adequate planning, overcrowding,
absence of education and job opportunity, high cbkaving.
2.Meso level factors- factors which are in the family context these family breakdown
,disintegration of marriage, single parents in&pitif parents to feed the children and due to this
family violence, physical and psychological maltreant of children by parents ,absence of
parents due to long working hours, alcoholic paremtd mistreatment of children are some of
them .

3. Micro level factors- factors which are related to personality traitsthe followingfeeling of
inferiority, parent’s inability to afford school,ndforms and the like. Orphan children due to
death of parents, peer pressure, feeling of usedessare some of them.

Hence, the focus of the study is to explore therirgntion mechanisms to create a conducive
environment for these vulnerable groups by lookahgne of the rehabilitation center of Admas
Child Development project.

Admas Child and Development Projésta local charity organization and it began itsrkvin
2002.The association has been working on streédrehi and other vulnerable social groups.
The program is serving on street children who temauply reside in Desse City. The child space

program has able to reach of street children inGlig of Desse with different services and



rehabilitating along with a large number of chéidrand youth living and working on the streets

into a sustainable mainstream community environment

The center has been giving rehabilitation and egirgttion services. The services given under the
rehabilitation center includes sanitation and hygiservices, health education and medication,
psychosocial support, life skill training, sportdarecreation services. On the other side the
reintegration service includes small business, tcal skill training, job placement and
reunification to their families. The project wagrged in between the association and the Desse
City Labor and Social Affairs Office in May, 2014dthe actual implementation of the project
started in January, 2015.

Thus, the research is only confined to the citypesse, where Admas Child Rehabilitation and
development project is found and implementing rgqct here. The area was selected due to the
reason that the researcher is more interested nkimgpon street children and believes that
children should get true love and care from theetpcat large. Moreover, the researcher is
currently living in Desse. Since, street childreie ane of the most delicate and vulnerable
sections of the society, they have to get true v care from the society at large. As a special
group of children in a severe situation they anplbss because of being deprived of the basic
necessities of life, such as food, shelter, anthirlg and psychological supports. In the absence
of the fulfillment of these basic needs, mere stalvof the child becomes impossible and they
grow up as unwanted members of the society. Thuentb this multifaceted problems the
researcher is interested to see the issues thatlated to helping these vulnerable groups by

looking one of the Admas Child Rehabilitation aneMBlopment Project in Desse.

1.3.0Objective and research question
The study will provide some research questghish will help chart a further investigational

course for the research:

1. What were the street children’s prior experiasnoefore joining the rehabilitation center?

2. How far the interventions were appropriate idesrto rehabilitate these children and to
become self reliant individuals in the future?

3. What were the challenges faced by the stre&trehiin the rehabilitation center?

4. What should be done to overcome the challertggsdncountered in the rehabilitation center?

The study would also have the following objectives:
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» To understand the effectiveness of the program ame@sims to meet the objectives of the
program.

» To assess the practices of the rehabilitation progin rehabilitating the street children
and to identify the strengths and weaknesses girihject.

» To identify the strategies that street children teseope with the rehabilitation program.

» To understand street children’s perceptions ofrthés in the rehabilitation program

towards the problems, fears, hope and the pubhartds street children in general.

» To examine the major contribution of the relevamteivention mechanisms by the
rehabilitation centre in making street children eleping positive self esteem and to

become self supporting individuals in the future.

1.4. Significance of the study

Children represent hope and future in every soctégrefore, solving the problems of children
in general and the street children in particular sarve as an input for sustainable development.
For this reason the researcher is interested torsélee issues of street children who are the most
vulnerable part of every society.

Moreover, the researcher is working in the profassof Social worker in the study area.
Therefore, | believe the situation of street cla@fdmeed to be well addressed to the different
stakeholders such us the Go’s, Ngo's and the contynan large since these children are
tomorrow’s youngsters who are contributing to tlaéion’s development. Thus, the situation of
street children and the multifaceted problems tthey are facing should be well addressed and

require a lasting solution.

Hence, this research study was important to aseeglentify the gaps and to examine the
different coping strategies and the real life eigreres of street children in the rehabilitation
program.

On the other hand, it paves the way for those wieiterested in this area, since it will
contribute as a baseline for those who are intedet conduct further investigation about this

issue.



1.5. Scope and Limitation of the study

The study was limited in the city of Desse at Adnchdd Rehabilitation and Development
project center in which their main objectives amdgpams are prevention and rehabilitation of
street children in and around Desse town. Heneedbearcher believed that it contributes as a
baseline for all responsible stakeholders to alevithe multifaceted problems of the street

children by exploring the above mentioned rehadiibin program.

Despite the fact that the availability of a numbeéissues related to child streetism, this research
limited itself only to explore the situation givémat there was time and financial constraints and
the study would also try to explore the rehabiltatprogram of Admas child development

center. It would also try to assess in depth, thrsgectives of street children about their street

life and stakeholders perceptions and attitude tdsvatreet children.

1.6. Conceptual Definitions

The UNICEF's categories of street children willdaopted for the purpose of this study.

Street Children: boys and girls, ranging in age from 5-17 yeas, Which the street has
becomehe home and only source of their livelihood.

Children on the street those primarily engaged in economic activitiekey are children oéither sex,
within the age of 5-17 years, working or begginglmm street and living with their parents or reles.
Children of the street refers to children of either sex who are with #ue group of 5-17 angho are
both economically and socially engaged on the stiftee These children live and work on the street
without any kind of control or assistance from paseor relatives.

Children of street mother/father: are children who live with their mother/father lwmsth parent®n the
street in plastic shelters. These children mayrgaged menial work or begging and may attend regula
/night schools. The age range of these streetrehilig 7-18(FSCE, 2003).

Rehabilitation program: includes the services provided to street childriénmay be educational,

medical, psychological, economical, recreatioredhnical, etc



CHAPTER 2: Literature Review
2.1 Defining street children

The term ‘street children’ which is commonly usadiierature on the thematic area was initially
defined by UNICEF as ‘boys and girls aged under faB8 whom ‘the street’ (including
unoccupied dwellings and wasteland) has become hadéor their source of livelihood, and
who are inadequately protected or supervised (Bl&a8R3; Glasser, 1994 in Save the children
UK, 2012).

The definition of who is a street child is the detmant element in assessing their numbers and
undertaking profiling of street children .Howevemgst global bodies appears to disagree when it
comes to deciding the age at which childhood isllggpver. Various agencies, both national
and international set the upper age limit of choloih differently (Pietkiewicz, 2012).

The UN child Rights Convention defines all thosetad8 years of age as children .Most of the
international agencies which work on child’s rigégue(UNICEF and Save the Children ) follow
this definition and they also insist that childiarthe 0-18 year’s age bracket should not be part
of any kind of labour force (SC,2011).Moreover, @Guy pointed out that Children under 18
years of age who spend most of their time in theet$ are universally recognized as street
children(UNICEF,SC,2007).

According to UNICEF (2007), street child definedaashild for whom the street has become his
or her habitual source of livelihood; and also vikninadequately protected, supervised, as well
as directed by responsible adults. In previousiesudn street children the street child definition
included to any child that worked on the streetwewer, based on more diverse global
researches, different categories of children livamgthe streets have been distinguished, while it
is still difficult to categorize the recognition ohildren’s complex experiences.

The United Nations also has its own definition wést children “any girl or boy for whom the
street in the widest sense of the word (includimgacupied dwellings, wasteland, etc.) has
become his or her habitual abode and/or sourceeadifiood, and who is inadequately protected,
supervised, or directed by responsible adults”Eekat, 1994).



Mark W.Lusk cited in Aptekar (1994) developed faategories of children found in the streets.
Each group has its own psychological charactesistiérst, there are poor working children
returning to their families at night. They are likéo attend school and not to be delinquent.
Second, there are independent street workers. Tamity ties are beginning to break down,
their school attendance is decreasing, and thdingqiency is increasing .Third, there are
children of the street families who live and workhatheir families in the street. Finally, these
are street children who have broken off contachwiteir families. They are residing in the
streets full time and are tieal street children.

According to the reported study on child abusenthid, the term street children refer to children
for whom the street more than their family and basome their real home. It includes children
who might not necessarily be homeless or withouatilfas, but who live in situations where

there is no protection, supervision, or directimnf responsible adults (UNICEF, 2007).

Gurung (2007) also stated that the phenomenorreétsthildren is universally recognized with
the increasing awareness among governmental, navergmental and international
organizations. Street children are seen as an iefigeculnerable group, worthy of special
support, attention, and intervention. The termesthildren may suggest homeless children

/youth or runaways.

The most popular general working definition forestr children is from the Inter-Ngo in
Switzerland who identifies a street child as: “Amyrl or boy who has not reached
adulthood,[...]Jfor whom the street has become hidher habitual abode and or sources of
livelihood, and who is inadequately protected, suged or directed by responsible
adults”(Inter-Ngo,1985 in schurink,1993,p:5).Otletassifications used to describe the situation
of these children include ‘street youth’, ‘homelegsuth’, ‘children on the move’, ‘street-
connected children’ and ‘children in street sitoa’ (SCS, 2011).

However it has been argued that these definitioastwo general and broad-based and many
people feel that these children are not adequalefiyned according to the uniqueness of their
experiences, resulting in many youths being unéeognized and under reported (Tudoric,
2005) With this in mind Ritcher (1988) has elabedatirban street children in a broad category

of children by identifying a further five categaief street children with in the category of urban



youths this ar&hrow away youthsvho have been completely abandoned and neglegtdtel
parentsRun —awayyoutls as those children who have run away their homestalaeprivation,
physical or sexual abuse, alcohol abuse and gepeealpressure to join the perceived freedom
that streets seems to offer. The third cate@un youthsvho are group of street children who
belong to slum families and the fourth categbiymp youthswvho live on rubbish dumps and
scavenge for food daily and the last categdumgh youthsvho live in bush and are often from

homeless families.

At the same time, it is argued that there are olildvho fall under different categories or move
between categories. Hence UNICEF further groupsetlohildren into three sub-classifications,
children off the streetind children on the streetThe term ‘children of the street’ refers to
children living on the street or sleeping in pulplaces. These children are also referred to as
street-living children. The second category, ‘ctéltd on the street’ refers to children who live
with their families or guardians and work on theest mainly to supplement family income.
These children are also classified as street wgr&hildren. They work on the streets during the
day and/or evening but they return home to sleemaegular basis. The third category is
children from street families who live on the stsaeith their families (SC, 2011).

Many literatures depict numerous attempts at dafinstreet child phenomenon, hence the
following definitions emanated from the literat@®brunk (1993:5) say:

A street child is a boy or a girl who is under tge of eighteen and who left his/her home
environment part time or permanently because dblpros at home and or in schools, or to try
alleviate those problems ,and who spend most ofnleistime unsupervised on the street as part
of a subculture of children who live an importantrenunal life and who depend on themselves
and each other and not on an adult ,for the prawvisif physical and emotional needs such as
food, clothing ,nurturance, direction and socidl@a.

On the other hand, Chetty( 2001)and Barnette (2008)ichael (2010) argue that definition of
street children is many and varied, depending @ dhentation of the definer that is street
children are those who have abandoned or have &lg@mdoned by their families schools and
immediate communities before the age of eighteendaifted into a nomadic street life.

Similarly, Monicah (2011) also added that the pérseet children is plainly straight forward

and covers vast differences in the lived experientrereality, the fact about street children do



not include a homogenous set of troubled childréh the similar important traits this shared
characteristic is inadequate to differentiate stid@ldren as a specific social group. Those
considered as street children exhibit a vast dityerShey vary in age from infants to eighteen-
year olds both males and females.

For this study, when referring to street childrerefer to those who are on the streets, altergatin
between the street and institutions, who still pessthe mindset of street life and those who
joined the Drop in Rehabilitation Center Projectl doth male and female street children who
are also belong to the age group of 8-18 years defieed as street children.

The phenomenon of street children has been inesdstfor many years. Historically, orphans,
homeless and street children were cared for bgioels organizations such as churches, temples
and mosques as part of their charity mandate. Tlh#gdren were regarded with pity and
sympathy, and the somewhat paternalistic approadhdir sustenance through handouts was
well supported by the public (D’ Souza, 2008). P&h century saw a politicization of the street
children ‘problem’, shifting responsibility awayofn religious groups, more towards the
government. In the light of increasingly negativeages of street children as delinquents, a
number of institutions emerged the world over, Whiged to treat these vulnerable children in
isolation (Consortium for Street Children, 2004).

The term, "street children" was first used by HeiMgyhew in 1851 when writingondon
Labour and the London Popalthough it came into popular usage only aftertmitedNations
Year of the Child in 1979 (Williams, 1993 in D’ Szay 2008).The concept is vague or too broad
and is not as such easy to define. This has caum®doversy particularly in labeling a certain
group of disadvantaged children to fall under théegory of street children. This is because
street children’s needs, problems, aspirations, lanel of deprivations are similar with other
disadvantaged children who came from similar seei@conomic background. Therefore it
should be noted that this group of children areditberent from their counterparts and have all
rights like other children. In some places therstisng objection in using the term street child

because of negative connotations it has on thebeeatly of children (FSCE, 2003).

Various agencies have come up with their own di&hims to deal with the issues of street
children .However, overall it is clear that the eggzh basically centers on a certain set of

working and living conditions .Regardless of théirdgon or category in which they are placed
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such us with family, without family orphan, workingr non-working, street children tend to

spend a major part of the day on the streets wviftbrachildren during their adolescence.

All over the world, street children are exploitedtimized whom society loves to hate. They
seem to hover on the periphery of other peopletslibecause of this society tends to see them
in insubstantial way. Most of the people prefecadl thestreet childrenbecause these children
have homes and parents somewhere in the commuutithéy happen to find themselves living
and working on the streets due to different reagbey are traditionally regarded as being a

nuisance, mischievous at best criminal at worstfidel, 2010).

The definition of street children is contested am@tademics, policymakers, practitioners,
politicians, and the general public. Individualdagroups have their own preferred definition
(West, 2003 in D’ Souza, 2008). Generally, thesindiens depend on such factors as where
they come from, what they do and where they speost of their time. In Addition Cosgrove
(1990) asserts that A street child is any individuader the age of majority whose behavior is
predominantly at variance with ‘community normst fiehavior and whose primary support for
his/her developmental needs is not a family or kasubstitute.

However, De Moura (2002) has argued that this tfpelassification incorporates the idea that
the deficient characteristics of these youth défgrate them from an assumed ‘norm’. Hecht
(1988) also explored another level of definitioowhstreet youths see themselves in relation to
their families and society at large, he asserted thn some countries it is quite harmful for
youths to work in the street, dance in the strbey in the streets, sleep in the street ... [and
so]... the street is venue for their actions noteéhsence of their character” Hecht (1988:103).
Street children, therefore, play a number of raes it would be a mistake to lump them
together, as this would mean that they bring whignt similar problems and needs, calling for
similar interventions.

Apart from commonly used definitions, some coustrieave peculiar ways to appellate the
phenomenon, which give clues about the countrythedvay they approach street children. For
instance, in the UK and the USA, street childrem @efined as “runaways”, who leave home
without permission and stay away during the nigklitahis and Goddard, 2003). In Columbia
they are called “gamin” (urchin) and “chinches” dbbugs), in Brazil; “resistoleros” (little

rebels), in Italy “bui doi” (dust Children), in Vi@am; “saligoman” (nasty kids”, in Rwanda
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“moustiques” (mosquitoes) and “mala pipe” (pipeeplers) in South Africa (Barrette, 1995:7, in
Brink, 2001) In Peru they are calledjaro fruteremeaning fruit bird; in the Cameroons they are
called monstiques,meaning mosquitoes; in French they are called @amhich means a
neglected boy/girl or the one left to run aboutdtreet ;in Spanish particularly in south America
they are calledrrombadihawhich means Juvenile theft ;in Turky since theifleg under the
Galata Bridge in Istanbul, they are callddldren under the bridgeOther names also given to
them such us hopeless, ruffians, thieves, paradi@sligans, and bad influence” (Schurink,
1993:15 in Michael, 2010).

As has been previously mentioned, street youthofies thought to be deviants and criminals
who should be locked away as they are a dangemd@ty in generala lost generation,
hooligans, good for nothings, thieves, violent ygsiars, nuisances and parasit@Barrette,
1995 in Tudoric, 2005) .However, this is consideagdo simplistic a point of view, and in fact,
there is a multiplicity of view points and optionsrrently emerging as how to define a street
child.

In this way, formulating an accurate definition what exactly constitutes a street child has
become problematic and has often fostered muclédimte amongst the professionals. However
UNICEF has attempted to address the definition lpralby grouping all youths agban youths

at risk.In this regard, they refer wworking youthsas these youths that work in tbigy streets or
elsewhere (Ennew, 1994).

Another factor that has been focused on in fornmgadefinitions has been the emphasis on the
rhetoric used by researchers, policy makers, heatttkers and the media. It has been argued
that discourses have been used to provide a seteahings, misrepresentations, images and
stories in such a way so as to provide a particugasion of street children, often to stimulate
interest and support from social structure and uesy which has ultimately influenced how
street children are seen and therefore unders®ictiter, 1990).

Similarly, Payne (1997) has argued that contemgosacial work is a creation by social
workers, clients and agency contexts. Thereforeavaareness of the role of language in social
work is also significant as it can have far reaghimplications that influence decision making
processes. This reality created by the use of Eggwan be seen in some of the discourses

around street youths. For example the use of phsashd as child protection or youths in
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particular difficult circumstances or working yoatprove for very strong rhetoric. This indicates
the marked effect that language can have on seoi policy and practice. (De’ Moura, 2002).
Other research outputs have come to see the inmpertef age and gender in definitions of street
youths because these are important in organizimgciptes in society. Hanson (2003) in
Tudoric, (2005) points out that because social iBf@a gendered experience, it is important to
highlight the impact of gendered social organizat@nd that too much emphasis has been given
to race and class a crucial to explanations oestyeuths, while gender is often ignored .In
addition, definitions around street youths tendettect only the typical male experience of the
female street children rendered as invisible.

Swart (1988)in Tudoric (2005) also expressed theg of the biggest problems with under-
estimating female street youths is that male styeaths be seen by social services as more in
need of social assistance than their female copautisr (Swart ,1988). Thus, it is concluded that
current definitions of street youths are still gesbatic because they ignore the female

experience of street life, while only reflectinggllbocentric discourse (Hanson, 2003).

The human right to which the CRC gives prioritytiet of the survival of the child. The
provisions of basic food, shelter and healthcaredseas guaranteed in the CRC cannot be
assured while the child is on the street. The CRd&s in Article 27 that “states parties need to
recognize the right of every child to a standardliwhg adequate for the child’s physical,
mental, spiritual world and social development”.ndoof these developmental goals can be
realized with children live on the street. Withqaroper protection, this vulnerable group can
suffer undernourishment, poor healthy and intaliactunderdevelopment, which can leave
lasting impacts on young people’s ability to pap@ate fully in their governments and the
broader economy. Hence investing in their protectltas profound implications for the

development of the nation./Boholano 2013/

2.2. Underlying causes of street children

Street children by the nature of their lifestylelirding their living and working conditions fall
within the category of the most vulnerable childrdieir rights to quality life, education,
shelter, food, health care, parental care, pratedtiom physical and emotional abuse, harmful

child labour and use of harmful drugs are violatedenied (SC ,2013).
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A general reluctance to understand the root catmeshe widespread phenomena of street
children, is an important element for a generability to address this issue. Despite efforts

which conceptualize street children as “vulneralde™children at risk in need of protection”,
the prevailing view is that they are really “delirpts” who come from very poor backgrounds
and uncaring parents. Given this, government mdiaire often confined to a legal approach and
tend to ignore the root causes of the problem (ESC2009).

For this reason they remain one of the few margedlgroups who still lack the capacity to
meet their basic needs for food, shelter, and eigthEven when these needs are met, they
usually get them in highly sub-standard conditiand often come at the expense of their overall
wellbeing. On a daily basis, the rights of streleildten are violated as they face the risks of
violence, abuse and exploitation, health hazaritgna and discrimination, and psychological
problems related to stress, anxiety and depresSivaet children do not have access to basic
services that are freely available including bdsalth care and education that are essential for
the overall child and youth development (Goal Etrap2013).

The World Bank estimates that 45% of the world paipon is forced to live with less $1 a day,
of whom almost 50% are children Hundreds of miliasf children today live in urban slums,
many without access to basic services .They argcpkarly vulnerable because of stresses of
their living conditions (UNICEF, 2012).According tee convention of Child Right (CRC, 1989)
and United Nations declaration, children should eh@iwen proper and complete care and
services shall be extended to street children tsurentheir all rounded and harmonious
development. However the vulnerability of streetldren have more often served as tragic
illustrations of neglect and marginalization as ea targets of national policies, program and

services.

Street children experience high levels stress dngipal and sexual abuse and psychological
trauma as a result of living on the street, ang théfer from psychological pathologies such as
depression and suicide behavior at substantiaiigdrirates than children who live at home or in
alternative permanent accommodation (Schimmel 2@0Baidoo, 2008).They typically face

danger on a daily basis and their lives are thnestén a myriad ways. High rates of disease and
infection amongst street children are indicativeheélth hazards of street life. This encourages
street children to lose trust in them, in otherpde@nd in GOD. Their self esteem is challenged

by experience of humiliation, guilt and helplessnes
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In the case of street children their living cormh$ including residential and working locations
and their links with their families also becomeatetinant factors. Many of the street children
say that they ended up in the street due to vielencthe home or family (UNICEF, 2005).
Another Indian study done by (Pietkiewicz, 2012¥ lshowed that the most common family
problems of street children are death of a pastained relationships with step parents, parents
separation, alcoholism of father, insufficient foabuse and family violence thus, although
poverty was a significant aspect of the childremppeon the streets, family discord was the
major problem (Apetakar, 1994). Living in a conststate of survival mode in which they must
be preoccupied with finding food, shelter and dioghtakes a severe toll on their psychological
well being (Naidoo, 2008).

In addition migration from rural areas to urbanaiso one of the factors that increase the
problem of streetism in towns. According to a stumbnducted in Addis Ababa by Abeje
Berehanu 32% of respondents were of rural originefd, 1998). Another study in Hawassa also
showed that about 61.1% of street children are anigrfrom other rural or urban areas (Kidist,
2007).

Hitman Gurung (2004) has noted the that the unthgylgauses for children to come to the street
related to the issues such as poverty and illifevetich affect the majority of street children he
also indicated that other factors such as chil@menabused on not provided adequate love, care
and support and single parents or the presencdepf mother or step father are common
phenomenon. The 2007 baseline survey on childreheoktreet in Addis Ababa by UNICEF,
BoSCA and BoFED revealed that a complex set obfagpbush and pull children to street life
(UNICEF, 2007). The most common factor was familgverty (30.5%), followed by
disagreement with biological parents (26.7%), ptelsiabuse by step parents or guardians
(11.4%), parental death (10.5%) and peer presshighvaccounted to 8 per cent .A more recent
study in Addis Ababa found out that about 60 pet of street-living children left home on their
own, 30.2 per cent with the influence of friendsl éime rest with parents or family members and
brokers (SC UK, 2011).

Different studies on street children also indicateat the sexual abuse that children experience
on the street and at the work placeman visible fofreexual exploitation is commercial flesh

trade. While initially girls were thought to be wmerable to this, now the number of boys being
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trafficked for work in commercial flesh trade iscieasing .In addition, the incidence of sexual

abuse on the streets is very high, especially duright (Michael, 2010).

The study by Michael (2010) is also noteworthy @ttit combines all the above underline
causes of the problem into three levels thaflagro level factors within the community context
this are urbanization, forced resettlements, owerdimg, and education no job opportunities,
low salaries, high cost of leaving, lack of recreaal facilities and violence are some of them
while Mesolevel factors are in the family context such asepts relocation to the cities without
adequate planning for the provision of assistamckcare for their children ;the disintegration of
marriage and family life; single parent familiesdathe inability of parents to feed the children
family violence ,physical and psychological maltreant of children by parents ,the presence of
step parents, the collapse of tradition ,the alesearigparents due to their long working hours
were also identified in the Meso level .The thedl is theMicro level factors that are identified
as personality traits such as feeling of infenjobecause parents cannot afford school books or
school uniforms ,a need for personal attention Wwh& impossible in a large family, school
performance; children who are orphans or whosenparor guardians are either in jail or have
deserted them, young unmarried mothers withouheome , a feeling of uselessness, the desire
to survive, a love for adventure ,the need to be ind peer pressure are some of the factors in

the micro level .

2.3. Magnitude of the problem and the challenges &t street children face

Since Street children are becoming a worldwide phenon. The World Report on Violence
against Children underlined that street-connecteldiren face emotional, physical and sexual
abuse. They are exposed to trafficking and lab&plogation including the worst forms of child
labour, sexual exploitation and forced labour (RBindy 2006, Inter-Parliamentary Union and
UNICEF, 2005; de Benitez, 2007 in SC UK, 2011).

It is difficult to count the number of street chideh living on the street because of their floating
nature .Their lack of permanent address, their wang lifestyles, and their changing
workplaces make them a difficult group to locatetéP, 1990 in Pietkiewicz, 2012). There are
no accurate estimates of the number of streetremldorldwide, and estimates often vary from
one source to another. Moreover Over one thirdhifleen in urban areas go unregistered at

birth, they have no birth certificate or an officidentity card .Realistic estimates are necessary
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for effective programming and focused interventidhe vast majorities of these children work
and live in large urban areas of the developinddvdfore than half, 650 million, of the world’s

1.2 billion people living in poverty are childredICEF, 2012).

Street life is characterized by extreme adversiyidies document that millions of children
throughout the world are facing serious difficugtigibrom, 2008). In 1987 UNICEF estimated
that over 50 million world children are exposedteeet life, spending part or whole of their time
in city streets working, begging or engaged in pthieit and criminal activities in their attempt
to adapt to street life (MOLSA & Radda Barnen SwedEd88:6). Eleven years later Africa
Journal (1998: 3) reported that the number of sthiddren worldwide ranges from 30 million
to 170 million. Other nongovernmental organizatiestimated that there are 100 million
children at risk (OMCT &SCF, 2000).

As with the global picture on street children, th&ta on street children in Ethiopia is very
limited, and studies and reports on the subjecel@me up with varying estimates. According
to Child Hope, an NGO working with street childri@nEthiopia, street children have become a
country wide epidemic, with over 100,000 childrewing and/or working on the streets of
Ethiopian cities (Kibrom, 2008).

Another 500,000 rural children are not in schoodl diwe in extreme poverty, creating the
potential for thousands more children to join taeks of the country’s growing number of street
children (FSCE, 2003: 3). Another report by CRDAimeated that approximately 200,000
children were working and living on urban streeibwhich 150,000 reside in Addis Ababa
(2006: 5).

Children in especially difficult circumstances inde children who live and Work on the streets,
abandoned and neglected children, orphans, batthidgdren, and children with disabilities,
child workers, children in armed conflicts, childothers (including child brides) and their
children, displaced and refugee children, childmfiected and affected by AIDS, children of
imprisoned mothers, sexually abused children andiadly exploited children. All of these
undergo various forms of deprivation, abuse or @xation, and in most parts of the world, these
categories of children are on the increase (CEDO12n Kibrom, 2008).

The children working, living and surviving on thiee®t is a global problem, affecting developed
and developing countries alike. However, the mamglat of the problem varies, with less

developed countries facing more acute problems.sTiteet children are marginalized Children
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who require enormous assistance but they are tdtest assisted in a society. (UNICEF, 2012),

Thus there are many factors responsible for thee@s®e in the rate of street children.

A study done by kidist in Adama Town has shown ttatdren live on the streets under very
poor social, economic and health conditions. Beiag away from families or any adult
supervision is believed to worsen the situatiomgh®lost children in Nazareth live far away
from their families with no one to decide for thamd to take care of them (2007).

Another study conducted by FSCE and USAID Ethidpad also stated that more than half of
the children whose parents are outside of Nazdrathnever visited their families since living
home. Close to half of the children have also dt#tat their families do not know their current
address.

According to a study by FSCE (2003) indicated timtDesse three fourth of street-living
children and over three fifth of all street childreere not getting sufficient food (2003). On the
other hand, there is a common argument that th&ioogl status of children living on the street
is far better than children who belong to econoftyaaarginalized parents. A report by Human
Right Watch indicated that children working on #igeet are hungrier than those actually living
on the street (2005).

Connolly further looked at that the problem of strehildren universally increasing problem in
many settings children wondering the streets aeatified by what they do to survive, such as
Rag pickers, Vendors, Shoe shiners and portersused to describe them. Today with the
increasing awareness among government and intenahtagencies and these children are seen

as vulnerable group who worth attention and intetiee (Connolly, 1998).

Streetism is a socio- economic phenomenon thaeksed for years. Although its cause and
magnitude varies from nation to nation dependingnipan the socio-economic structures, the
phenomenon is prevalent in both developed anddegsloped countries and is one among the
social problems that has gained international attercurrently. Recent years have indicated an
alarming increase in the number of street youtlmurad the world, especially in poor and
developing counties .It is believed that in order@duce the number of street youths around the
world, issues relating to the political and socom®omic status of a country needs to be
addressed (Naidoo,2008).

18



2.4. The Global and Regional Perspective

The problem of street children has become oneetithan problems which call for the attention
of the international community. Experts from vagaangles proposed different socio-economic
factors which they had found out in their studies.

It is reported that children living and working tre street are present in all parts of the world.
Studies have also indicated that they are moreapert in the urban areas of developing
countries. However, their mobility makes it diffitto get reliable statistics. In 1998, UNICEF
estimated that there are 100 million street childneridwide. Amongst these, ten million are
believed to live at least part-time on the stradtde most live at home and work on the street,
mainly in the ‘urban informal sector’. According ttNICEF, street children are highly prevalent
in Latin America (40 million), Asia (31.2 millionand Africa (10 million). Among countries,
Brazil is presumed to have the highest concentratiostreet children with 25 million followed
by India where 18 million of the world’s street lchen are said to reside (Claudio de Moura
Castro, 1997; CSC, 2009a; Plan and CSC, 2011 SCibK, 2012).

The World Bank also estimated that there are 100omistreet children in the world (Volp,
2002). The number has plummeted in recent decast=mibe of wide spread recession, political
turmoil, civil unrest, increasing family disintegian, urban and rural poverty, natural disaster
and rapid industrialization (Catherine 2009). Theiteld Nations International Children’s
Education Funds (UNICEF) estimates that, out of hilion children who call streets their
homes, only 20 million children live in streets thgut their families. In South America alone,
there are at least 40 million children, in Asia,@8lion children and Europe approximately 25
million. Estimates in most countries have fluctuatadely (UNICEF, 2004).

The above figures are still being cited today amwehes reports even suggested that the numbers
might even be much higher considering the contisugrowth in population .Realistic estimates
are necessary for effective programming and focugedvention. Even if the numbers are not in
the millions, many children are growing on the streStreet life is characterized by extreme
adversity. Studies document that millions of cheldrthroughout the world are facing serious
difficulties (SC UK, 2011).
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The problem of children living on the streets iglabal phenomenon. It exists and causes untold
havoc to millions of children in every part of thverld. These children live a transitory life style
and lack of basic necessities like food, healtle,cand a safe place to stay (UNICEF, 2007).
Children living in street situations are an inciegsphenomenon in developing countries and
economically advanced countries .Amongst the wsrldhe billion children suffering from
deprivation of basic needs these children are ilikely to experience ‘absolute poverty’ .Once
they are on the street their living experience barviewed as a condition of both severe and
chronic poverty (Conticini, and Hulme, 2006).

Poverty, violence, overcrowding, and homelessnesssperate their deprivation. Research
indicates that large numbers of children live anatkvon streets. In sub-Saharan Africa, 32
million children are believed to live on the strd@tie to the fact that public social

Services are inadequate and almost non-existenicafif children in need of care are usually
deprived of proper care and protection (UNICEF,300

Even if the phenomenon of street children is reddyi new to Africa as compared to Latin
America and Asia, various studies noted that it bsome an extremely concerning problem
which is growing more and more complex and intéedifby emerging social problems.
According to the Civil Society Forum for East ansughern Africa on Promoting and Protecting
the Rights of Street Children, within Africa, theglhest number of street children is found in
Eastern and Southern Africa. The lowest estimatgsthe number of street children in South
Africa and Kenya at 250 thousand each and 150 #&malis Ethiopia (SC UK, 2012).

Looking at the concentration of street children amd@\frican cities, UNICEF estimated that
there were around 1 million living and working irai and Alexandria in 2006 (UNICEF,
2006).Estimates for Nairobi varied from 60 to 1%®usand (IRIN, 2007) and 60 to 100
thousand for Addis Ababa (Sexton, 2005 in SC UKIZ)1

They are vulnerable to physical injuries, substaaimese and health related problems including
sexual and reproductive health. They also lack &rand non-formal education health. They
particularly lack life skills and opportunities angholding of their rights as laid down protection
and upholding of their rights as laid down by theiteld Nations convention on the Rights of the
child (UNCRC). Drug and alcohol abuse perpetuabesuviolence they face on a daily basis.
Involvement in criminal activities related to inflnce of substance abuse is also common in most

parts of the world. There are also some who uas & means of survival on the street. This has
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therefore led to a significant proportion of théladten entering the criminal justice systems. This
eventually leads to their admission into correaianstitutions (Human Right Watch Report on
Street children, 2005).

The socio-economic and political context within ahhichildren live has a considerable impact
on family life in the country as elsewhere. Levelsational poverty in contemporary Ethiopia
strain the relationships between household meméeds in particular, relationships between
adults and children. Notably, among other indicatof the increasing numbers of street living
children, the rise in the level of poverty in thecigty is rising as extreme poverty is one of the
reasons which force children to run away from theimes (UNICEF, 2012).

In the last twenty years there has been a condildesanount of academic discussion as the late
modern conceptualization of childhood in which ¢gdd is conceived of as a person ,a status, a
course of action ,a set of needs ,rights or diffees in sum as a social actor (Thomas,2010).

2.5. Street children and the public image

The public view of street children is vital .Howeva many countries the public’'s perception
and attitude towards street children are overwhaiginegative. Street children are subjected to
mental and physical abuse by police, their peetk fallow citizen’'s .The governments treat
them as a plague that is to be eradicated, rakizgr as children that need to be nurtured and
protected(Gurung,2004 ).

Street children are subjected to physical abuspdtige throughout the world .The society also
treats them as outcasts rather than as childrée taurtured and protected .They are frequently
detained arbitrarily by police simply because tlaeg homeless, or they can be charged with
vague offences such as loitering ,vacancy or ph#ft(UNICEF,2007) As described by Gurung
there is an alarming tendency by some low enforcénpersonnel and civilians, business
proprietors and their private security firms, tewistreet children as almost sub —human. They
are frequently detained arbitrarily by police signpthey are homeless, or criminally charged
with vague offences such as loitering, vagrancypedty theft. These children are often tortured
or beaten by police or held for long periods in poondition form of trail without any form of
trail or legal process. Girls are sometimes seyualiused, coerced into sexual acts or raped
(2004).
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Street children are generally considered a nuisamoéously, extreme deprivation and social
exclusion create opportunities for crime involvemdrowever little evidence exist to suggest
that street children actively or deliberately ptaiminal activities .They perceive themselves as
discriminated against and hated(Ochola, L and Bgziku ,2000).

As commented on in a number of countries involvia@, issue of street children in public
consciousness has a rather negative image andithére general perception that the children
are themselves to blame for the situation they firmmselves; or that their behavior is seen to be
more problematic for others .This major factorsakhpropel children into a life on the streets —
a life which very often puts them at serious rislabuse ,ill ,health and health and occasionally
loss of life(UNICEF,2007).

Like in any other country, the public view of stréeing children in Ethiopia is overwhelmingly
negative. Street children are viewed with suspi@od fear. Many people simply like to see
street living children disappear. This, accordiagfte findings of earlier studies in the area, is
mainly due to the low level of awareness of thelipudhe level of understanding of the police
about the situation has shown great improvememnégent years. This could perhaps be due to
awareness raising programs through the media dred obncerned organizations. Yet, it needs
to be pointed out that most children living on téteeet are still complaining that they are
mishandled by the police.

Tadese Hailu has provided extensive survey of itkeature of the public perception towards
street children in Ethiopia that is the society sloet seem to have understood the problem of
street children .Hence the attitude of the genetdilic, towards the street children is not
positive. According to various survey findings, rewer not all people see street children
negatively .They are various groups and individiralsur society who see street children all the
way from angelical to diabolical (2006). He alsmtpd Tacon (1991: 12) saying “...those who
see them [street children] most negatively tentbleane their existence upon the government,
upon their parents or even upon themselves .Thbsesee them most positively, tend to thank
God that there are still some and courageous sawvileft in our world ...the media with
unfortunate knowledge and understanding has alloften pictured them as dead end kids or

children without hope”.
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2.6. Street children in Ethiopia

The problem of street children in Ethiopia is nataent phenomenon. As some governmental
documents unveil, children have been living andkimgr on the street not for less than half a
century. Why children get move on to the streetgeiry much assorted. The Convention on the
Rights of the Child adopted by the General assemblthe United Nations guarantees legal
provisions for the protection of children againgbuse, neglect and exploitation. The
responsibility for nurturing, protection and sowation of children is primarily given to the
family since it is the best and appropriate enviment for children to grow and develop
normally. Despite these provisions, the plightscbildren are groping from worse to worse
(FSCE, 2003).

In Ethiopian situation, recurrent drought and cstilife on top of the impoverished state of the
country have caused many children to be left withadult care and attention. Apart from
parental death or abandonment, some parents peisiciiiidren out to the streets. Generally, the
influx of people to the city and other complex sbg@roblems like poverty, unemployment, rapid
population growth, family breakdown, displacemetat, dave largely increased the number of
children that make the streets their homes(FSCB)199

According to MoLSA, the major causes of streetismEthiopia include the prevalence of
absolute poverty, domestic violence, rural to urbagration, dropping out of school, family
displacement and wanting to support oneself andatimdy (MoLSA, 2004). On the other hand,
rapid growth of urban centers, war and the rectidesught and famine have also been raised as
the major causes of streetism in Ethiopia (Abe§98).

Like all other cities in the developing world, thegional city of Desse in Ethiopia is facing an
increasing challenge to address the human rightstrelet children .For oblivious reasons,
children’s access to basic human rights includiregrtght to education, adequate nutrition health
services, shelter and protection cannot be mehdiy tamilies (UNICEF, 2007).

Ethiopian children are diverse and immense (CF®092n Habtamu, 2011).In Ethiopia, due to
Push factors (poverty, family dysfunction abuse auhool problems) and pull factors

(independence, Freedom, Drug/alcohol abuse) childne drifted to street life to support

themselves or their families in major cities (UNE3C2006). Over 4 million children are
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estimated to live under especially difficult circstances. It is estimated that 600,000 children
are taking part in street life and as many as Fghildren find themselves at an extremely
high risk of becoming involved in street life inhiiipia (FSCE, 2003)

Ethiopia has ratified the Convention on the Righitshe Child. She has also adopted it as a
component of the law of the country. There are llggavisions to protect children from all
forms of life hazards. There is, however, a huge igathe enforcement of the existing legal
Provisions in the country. Such an inadequate jp@of observing the CRC and the existing gap
in the implementation of the existing laws, togetiveh the economic degradation of families in
the country has left many children to grow undepldeable situation. Too many suffer from
violence, physical, sexual and psychological abusesheir own families, by outsiders or by
both. Many others have become victims of childficking for the purpose of labour and sexual
exploitation. All these problems in their most acdborm are highly portrayed among street
living children in the country (UNICEF, 2007).

The streets of Desse, the capital city of SouthdMane in the Amhara National Regional State,
is said to be home to a population of between (b ©010,000street children with the lower
estimates originating from the Ministry of labordasocial Affairs and the higher from aid
agencies (UN, 2014). Street children live and wiorkconditions that are not conducive for
healthy development. They are exposed to the sttdmtulture such as smoking, drug, alcohol
and substance abuse, gambling, engaging in segtraitias or selling sex for survival (FSCE,
2009). The circumstances in which they live andlkwocrease their vulnerability also to sexual
exploitation and abuse and put them at a highde ois unintended pregnancies, sexually
transmitted infections and HIV/AIDS (Habtamu ,2011)

The creation of street children in the town of Ressintegrally tied with the phenomenon of
urban poverty. The majority children are child wenk who are on the street in order to
contribute economically to the household. Most le#nh still remain close contact with their
families. This means that they return home eveghtio sleep over 80% of these children first
became involved in street life in search of workileslanother 10% first come to the streets to
play or spend time with friends. In a town like Méd the majority of street children came there
due to the effects of war, famine and draught .Mahyhem then progress to become street
workers (Veale 1993 in Ochola, L and Dzikus, A, @00
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Migrant children who come to Desse both from ruaall other urban areas become highly
vulnerable to destitution, homelessness, exploitatetc. as soon as they reach their destination.
Some international organizations, UNICEF in pafacuhave been committed for the last two
decades to addressing the problem of street childden government organizations are also
supporting the efforts made by the government twvide both preventive and rehabilitative
services for these groups of children. Howevelryises targeting this group of children are far
behind when compared to the number of children whmeblems need immediate attention (SC
UK, 2012).

Desse has an ever-growing population, as peopleateigrom the rural areas in search of a
better life. However, this dream does not transforto reality for most of them. Many of these
people find themselves living in an extreme poveiftgey are often forced to become street
beggars or daily laborers. Hence, the decline engtonomic situation has weakened families’
capacity to support and sustain their children.e@ithis situation in a country like Ethiopia
where there is no social security fund/system nilmaber of disadvantaged children, in general,
and street living children in particular, is estialg unimaginable particularly in the capital city.
Many parents are not able to meet the basic nefettieio children. There are other factors like
family disintegration and hostile home environmewsich force children to migrate to the
street. Even worse is the situation of HIV/AIDS loaps who are left without protection and
care. Many of these children are forced to takinéostreet as the only survival option regardless

of its negative consequences on their growth andldpment (UNICEF, 2007).
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CHAPTER 3: Research Design and Methodology

3.1. SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION

Those street children, both boys and girls, whoewelly engaged in the activity of working on
the street as well as those who were forced to waork live on the streets occasionally due to
certain circumstances, were included in the samiece there is no census for the total
population of street children in Dessie that caubed as a base, it was difficult to determine the
sample size. In agreement with the approval of bsearch proposal submitted initially,
however, for this short study it was found pradticatake a smaller sample consisting of 30
street children with cross-sectional distributioicluding gender, the sex composition, and the
street occupation of the target group.

Data collectors were instructed to take respondeiits different street occupations in order to
include shoe-shiners, street sellers or peddlexsjecs, car washers and beggars as well as
children in other street activities. This samplesvdistributed over the areas selected for data
collection. Based on the findings of the prelimpassessment, accordingly, 5 street children
was allocated to the five areas with slight vaoiasi in consideration of the high concentration of
street children. These were selected using bottesygic and random sampling techniques. In
addition to the survey of 30 street children, thelg also included other four children who were
beneficiaries of an existing street children projglo came from different areas of the town.

The project manager, 3 of the social workers, boitational trainers and the bookkeeper made
themselves fully available to me. The method o&datlection used for the survey was stratified
sampling. This method was selected because ofdv@ngage it has in insuring the inclusion of
each essential group in the sample. To avoid doctumting due to the mobile nature of the
street children it was arranged to collect datanftbe selected areas within two days time by
grouping and assigning the data collectors at idiffeareas. The data collectors were also told to
be very careful not to give false promises to #spondents, as there could be high expectations
of aid or assistance from the other party.

Pre-testing was done with a sample of 5 streetldml and based on the feedback whether
guestions were clear or ambiguous had been reasécdnodified. The time it took to fill out the
guestionnaire was from 30-45 minutes on the aveaagewas more or less found acceptable for

the interviewees.27
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3.2. Methodology

The nature of this study was employing both qué@geand quantitative research method (which
is a mixed research approach). Therefore, to dotlata, six main research tools would be
employed. Literature review, in depth interview,ykenformants interviews, focus group
discussions and observations from qualitative mebeapproach and Semi-structured questioner
from quantitative research method. To select redpots who fill questioner's and to be
interviewed purposive sampling method would be used

3.3. Location of the study and the target populatio

The study was carried out in Amhara National Regli@tate of South Wollo Zone, Desse city.
The researcher has tried to get informants from refeabilitation center of Admas Child
development project and also from the high ranlgtajf members of Desse City government
Administrations who have been employing the poskeskstreet children of Desse .The primary
targeted populations are children that had beeidingson the streets of Desse and street
children who are being the beneficiary at the Adrohsd rehabilitation and Development
Project

3.4. Methods for Implemental Interviews

The assessment was carried out using qualitatitkads. A simple interview schedule was thus
written. The questions were written for project ékeiaries, who had graduated from the
vocational training to leaving the program andtiparents. All questions used were open-ended
and were freely phrased in context with each peseswhsituation. Each questionnaire was used
in the presence of a single child and generallieth®ne hour and half in each instance. Six
beneficiaries (4 ex-street children and 2 pareotdhe project were interviewed. No names or
personal data was required other than age; gendsr also noted. The final part of the
guestionnaire 'observations’ was used for randomstgpns in the form of a short open

discussion in order to gather additional informatio

For the purposes of collecting complementary andoborative information interviews and
discussions were held with senior officials respaesfor NGO (MOLSA, DPPC, City Council,
the Police, and community representatives) andrtiegoin Dessie. The project manager, 3 of

the social workers, both vocational trainers arellibokkeeper made themselves fully available
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to me. The method of data collection used for ey was stratified sampling. This method
was selected because of the advantage it hasunrnigshe inclusion of each essential group in
the sample.

To avoid double counting due to the mobile naturéhe street children it was arranged to
collect data from the selected areas within twosdi@ye by grouping and assigning the data
collectors at different areas. The data collecteese also told to be very careful not to give false
promises to the respondents, as there could beedxpghctations of aid or assistance from the
other party.

Pre-testing was done with a sample of 5 streetidnl and based on the feedback questions that
were not clear or ambiguous had been revised ardifiesh The time it took to fill out the
guestionnaire was from 30-45 minutes on the aveaagewas more or less found acceptable for
the interviewees.27

In order to introduce the data collectors to thgecves of the research and the format of the
guestionnaire, a one-day training was given to da¢a collectors before the fieldwork.
Accordingly, 7 data collectors (4 male and 3 ferpalere selected and given both theoretical as
well as practical training. The theoretical tragpinncluded: - Interviewing methods and
techniques - How to approach the target group awveldp good rapport - Whom to include on
the study/survey - How to fill out the questioneairThe general ethical conditions governing
the interviewer (data collector) The practicalriag covered: - Role-play by some trainees and
comments by the trainers and the rest of the tesind°re-testing the questionnaire and giving on
the spot training to data collectors right on thpéices of assignments.

- Discussion sessions had also been held afterdsch data collection based on the feed backs
and experiences of data collectors.

3.5. Ethical considerations

Throughout the research, all measures were takemake sure that the research was conducted
in an ethical manner. Research on the issue aremilwas very sensitive one especially children
of the most vulnerable were those who were on ttieets Therefore, making ethical

consideration is essential and it was the basicgsanethodology of the research.

Hence, written and verbal consent would be obtafinesh the street children who fulfill the

inclusion criteria and let them know they were pafrthe research participant. Therefore, the
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informed consent would be incorporated for those wiere only voluntary and who want to be
part of the research and their willingness to bternewed or take part in focus group
discussions.

For this study those beneficiaries who were from délge range of 7-17 years of age and who
directly supported by the /ACRDP/ project would the research participants , provided that
they have the full right that they can withdrawnfrdhe interview at any time with no loss of
benefit would also be part of the informed condent.

3.6. Analysis of survey/interviews

The research method used in this study was maesdgregption, analysis and comparison. To set
the context, the main method used by the studytheslescriptive method. The study sought to
describe the street children’s situation in Dessid the nature of the service delivery system of
the project under discussion. Analysis was usethéncritique of the selected project’s work
options and practices, and also in the review of therception of beneficiaries and
representatives’ of the local line departments.

The study has also tried to draw lessons from saddaternational best practice through the use
of the comparative analysis method. In order talile to analyze data, thus 31

draw conclusions and reach recommendations, iln@asssary to use triangulation of those data
with existing data on Ethiopia and, within the bdsrof possibility, comparatively with data on
similar programs and projects worldwide. Since shenple size taken in the study was very
small, a basic knowledge of statistical techniqwas used in the analysis of the interviews that
required counting the responses and reproducing {frequency count). Utmost care has been
given in order not to have missing answers in thent In the final report, the responses have
been worked out by converting frequency counts éocgntages, which were then further
calculated against the total number of respondéntsimber of coding boxes appropriate for the
guestionnaire were arranged. During the data dale@and after its completion the responses
were thoroughly edited and crosschecked. Followtmng, responses for the closed -ended
guestions were categorized and given codes acaptdithe coding manual prepared. Important
variables were determined for cross tabulationr&€monding to each question, results were then
put in demographics, in tables and used to des¢hbefindings. Apart from describing the
findings, attempts have also been made to findibtitere was a connection between one

variable and a number of other variables to therexpossible.
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Intensive supervision has been carried out durhrg durvey undertaking at the field level.
Almost all questionnaires were checked to correatradictory responses and unfilled questions
at the spot. Close monitoring and supervision @t/ were carried out throughout the survey
undertaking through formal and informal contactshwihe data collectors in their area of

assignment.

3.7. Secondary Sources

As far as the secondary sources are concernedjltatien of several relevant literature reviews,
text books and magazines, reviewing published armiblished official or non-official reports
of various agencies currently working on childrenshabilitation services, documentary
researches, United Nations publications, discusgapers presented on various workshops and
seminars on street children, NGO publications agribdic reports, as well as my own personal
observation based on long years work experiencéhénrelated field were considered to

supplement the study.

3.8. Data analysis

The major objective of this study was to explore txperience of street children in the
rehabilitation program of the ACRDP/Admas Child Rbititation and Development project in
the town of Desse. To fulfill this objective, mixedsearch approach was implemented. From
gualitative data collection method | employed ipitheinterview, focus group discussion and
direct observation with the service recipients awith care givers who are residing in the
rehabilitation center. This was made by and exptptheir present experiences as well as past
experiences of street life and in the rehabilitatenter. Data were gathered from Thirty street
children (19 males and 11 females) who are cuiregdtting services from Admas Child
Rehabilitation and Development project center.

To gain numerical data questioner was employed atata collection instrument. Using
questioner survey was made on children living @ndineet of Diese. The survey covered a total
of 30 street children comprising of 19 boys andjitls. The surveyed sample was divided in age
groups of 7-9, 10-12, 13-15 and 16-18 years. Howesiace it was practically difficult to get
respondents in the 7-9-age range the distributias slightly altered. This also indicated that

there are a smaller proportion of 7-9 year oldettohildren than previously assumed. Thus the
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actual distribution was 3 from the age group 7¥@frem the age group 10-12, thirteen from age

group 13-15 and four others from the age group &.6Hi total they were 19(63.3%) boys and
11(36.7%) girls.

The sample taken from the different areas in thewere also proportionate depending on the
concentration of street children in each site. Hguihe highest concentration 7 children were
interviewed from bus station, followed by 5 froma#la/piazza, 4 from Segno Gebeya, 5 from
Maraiam Sefer area, 6 from Melaku Desalegne amdr8B Buanbawoha area. These are business
areas in Dessie

Fifty percent of the 30 street children intervieweere children on the street, and had homes to
go to at night. Seven of them (23.3%) of the stobdtren worked and slept on the street. Most
were staying with at least one biological parentlevbthers were staying with members of the
extended family. The rest 26.7 %( 8) were chilowéo slept both on the streets and at their
homes (Table 1).

Table 1: Where the street children slept before thejoined the rehabilitation center

Where the street childre| Femals Male Total
slept

Home 6 9 15
Stree 2 5 7
Home and Stre 3 5 8

Table 2 Respondents by Age and seXge group

Age Group male % Female % Both Sex %
7-9 2 6.6 1 3.3 3 10
10-12 4 13.3 2 6.6 6 20
13-15 10 33.3 7 23.3 17 57
16-18 3 10 1 3.3 4 13
Total 19 100 11 100 30 100
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As shown in the above table, out of 30 sample g@®3%6/19/ were boys and 36.7% / 11/were

female street children. Thirty children, aged 7rge 18 years, 19 males and 11 females,

constituted the sample for this study. The sam@e&rage age was 13 years. Ten percent of the

sample were below the age of ten, 6(20%) were dagedto twelve, 17(56.7%) were aged
thirteen to fifteen, and four 9(13.3%) were 16 &ykars of age (Table 2).

Table 3: Proportion of Street Children Categorig4$ dcation

Categories of street children Selected Study Areas
Marian- Segno Buanbwa | Shell Melaku Bus
Sefer (%) | Gebeya/%/ | wuha Desalegn/%/ | Stati
sefer/%/ on/
Children on the street 6.7 10 6.7 10 3.33 23.33
Children of the street 6.7 3.33 3.33 6.7 3.33 26.7
Home and street 3.3 3.33 6.7 3.33 6.7 3.33
Percentage of total 17.7 16.66 16.73 20.03 13.36 .36583

The above table indicated thsgtven children “of” the street, who were in Segreb&ya , shell

and around bus station,and interviwed in the riditetion center later appeared more unkempt

and dirty, with poor access to shelter, water, saitation and health facilities. They had been

slept individually or in groups on the street ontesl shacks in high-density suburbs such as

Mariam Sefer. The study areas in and around MelBksalegne area, Arada, Shell and

Buanbua-Woha had relatively fewer street childrarthee road. Mariam Sefer had the majority

of children who slept “both at home and on theet’e Fifteen of the children “on the street”

who had access to shelter or slept at home witbnpsiappeared to be smarter than “children of

the street”, and mainly sold wares while a few veals&nd guarded cars. This category had better

access to shelter, water, and sanitation and hiealilities. This is mostly because those children

on the streets had families to go to at night waerthose of the streets work and sleep on the

streets.
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Table 4 Children’s schooling

Schooling All Street | Children of the | Home and| Children on
Level Children/%/ | street/%/ Street/%/ the Street/%/
Never 16.7(5) 13.3 - 3.3
Read and write | 13.3/5/ 6.7 3.33 3.3
Greadl-6 43.3/13/ 26.7 6.66 10
From7-8 16.7/5/ 3.3 3.33 10.1
From 9-12 10/3/ 3.3 - 6.7

100 53.3 13.3 33.4

Table 4 Children’s schooling

Five children (16.7%) of the street children hadiarebeen to school. Slightly over thirteen
percent (13.3%) had some basic skill of readingwanting, 43.3% had some primary education
(Grades 1 to 6) while 16.7% had some higher prinedycation (Grades 7-8). Around ten
percent (3) had had one to two years of secondiugation. Children of the street were the least
educated, followed by those who slept at home hed those who slept both in the streets and at
home. 3.3% of children on the street had never beachool while 13.3% of the street had no
school experience. Twenty-six percent (26.7%) afdobn of the street had some primary

education while 10% of children who slept at homd an the streets, and 6.6 % of children of

the street had some primary education.
Table 5. Children’s Life Status

Family Condition Frequency Percent
Only Mother alive 5 16.66
Only father alive 3 10
Both alive 16 53.33
Both Died 6.7
Divorced 4 13.3
Total 30 100
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The above table indicated that Five (16.7%) efgtreet children covered by the research came
from a home where only mothers are alive. In thoases (10%) only the fathers were alive.
Parents of the majority, 16 (53%) of the childreerevboth alive. Parents of two other children
(6.7%) were reported to be dead while the remaifong (13.3%) cases came from a divorced
family. In sum, fourteen (46.7) of the street cleld interviewed have incomplete families. In 16
cases (53%) both parents of children are alive lmedtogether. The incomplete families have
only one of the parents living either due to deditorce and/or separation

Table, 6: Place of origin and cause of migrain of children

Original Home Frequency Percentage
Desse 16 53.3

Hayig, ambasel and Gelsha 3 10
Delanta 4 13.3

Tigray 2 6.7
Gonder,Gojam 2 6.7

Raya 3 10

Total 30 100

The majority, 16 children (53.3%) of street childreame from Dessie while 7 (23.3%) came
from nearby towns and rural vicinities of South WolTwo children (6.78%) migrated from
Tigray in the northern region, another 2 childreanf Gonder and Gojjam. These findings
confirm what other studies and organizations sschRSCE, MOLSA have discovered, that street
children originate from rural areas. In the Dessise, they pointed out that seven children (23.3)

are from the nearby towns and other provinces
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Table 7: Street Children’s Economic Activities béore they joined the rehabilitation center

No | Kinds of Occupation Frequency Percent

1 Shoe shining 5 16.6

2 Parking 2 6.7

3 Selling illicit items 12 40

4 Car washing/watching 3 10

5 Taxi boy/woyala/ 2 6.7

6 Robbing 2 6.7

7 Begging 4 13.3
Total 30 100

Before they joined the rehabilitation center, geeet children interviewed were involved in a

number of different kinds of street occupationshsas shoe-shining, carrying goods in market
places and bus or taxi stations, selling illicgnits or door-to-door vending. These activities are
generally less harmful than begging because amthey things, the work may be enjoyable and
the children were, in the main, self-employed. Baven though such odd street work can offer
some advantages over other form of petty employspéns poorly remunerated, providing only

small, irregular income. Thirteen percent (13.3%3%toeet children were beggars while the vast
majorities 40% were vendors, 10% guarded/washes] ead 16.6% were shoe shining boys.
The research confirms that the majority of vendwoeschildren on the street (40%) followed by
those who were shoe-shining boys. Those who woakadxi touts (6.7%) were mostly children

who slept both at home and on the streets.
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Table 8: How children obtain food beforehey joined the rehabilitation center

How they get food Percentage
Buying 60.1

Eating flavors from restaurants 7.2
Begging 11.2

Home 19.3

Other 2.2

Before they joined the rehabilitation center, thajorty of children “of the street” (60.1%)
bought the food they ate, 7.2% ate leftovers frestaurants and bins, while 11.2% ate from
drop-in centers. Many of children “on” the streatlahose who slept both at home and on the
streets also bought their own.

3.8.1. Educational Background of Parents

Regarding educational status of their parents, étbefs and 20 mothers are reported to be
illiterate, followed by another 6 fathers and 4 hews with the ability only to read and write.
Five mothers have attended grades one to six dgdaor mother is said to have attended above
grade six. Four of the fathers have attended graegswo from 7-9 and two others grade nine
and above. The educational background of two of fitkers was not known. Overall, the
educational achievement of their parents is venyimmal.

The finding revealed that out of the thirty respemid$, nineteen responded that their parents’
income was below Birr 50/month, six between ETBt61100/month and three others above
ETB 100/month. The remaining two parents being &asand daily laborers, the children were
not able to indicate the specific incomes or safadf parents because most of the respondents
do not know what level of income their parents usethave or still have. From the nature of
occupation of their parents, however, we can safehclude that majority of these children are
from economically unprivileged families. Becausetbis fact, yes children need to work to

earning their daily bread and also to contributeata their family budget.
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3.8.2 Occupational Distribution of the Respondent’&amily

The findings concerning occupational distributiointioe parents of the thirty street children
interviewed revealed that almost all of the occigpest - farming, daily laborers, petty sellers,
guarding - to mention but a few, in which parertshe street children are engaged are of very
low economic return. This reflects the fact thawenty contributes to the root cause of the
problem of street children. Above 95% of the faesliearn below the minimum wages (below
Birr 150/month) of the country.

The occupation of most fathers of these streetdddnl is farming (11%), guard (1), daily
laborers (5), 2 are pensioners; three are ex-3e|dieree are petty traders, two are government
employees and the remaining three are beggars.h®rother hand, ten of the mothers are
housewives; seven are daily laborers, 5 petty teafireet sellers), 2 house maids and another
one a cook. In general, the occupations indicatedoathly income that is not sufficient to
support the family. As reported by children, thddbelonging to such a family is thus forced to
join the streets in order to contribute to the igrimicome.

3.8.3. Work done by Children’s Guardians/Parents

According to the findings of the study, the vastjonty of the street children came from very
poor family backgrounds, and the Work done by thddmen’s guardians or parents were
domestic workers (13.1%), vendors (18.5%), peafanters (19.6%), self-employed (21.2%),
and industrial daily workers (12%). Taking into acnt the increasing number of families of
these children surviving under extreme poverty,mypleyment, lack of opportunity for social
mobility and strained family relationships, readagait seems that poverty was one of the
causes for pushing children onto the streets. Hemcamount of intervention programming
designed for street children can be successful lamalg permanent solutions unless the
community is prepared to respect, protect and pgeowpportunities to street children and their
families.

3.8.4. Habit and Addiction

Nearly ninety-three percent (28) of street childreported that they don’t take any kind of
intoxicants while only two out of the interviewedhildren reported that they have habit of
smoking and chewing chat. The two children usingt @nd smoking appeared more vulnerable

to a number of risks due to their apparent laclexyferience and street wisdom. The use of
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intoxicants by street children can be viewed aslafactor in a number of areas including sexual
abuse and infection with HIV

3.8.5. HIV/AIDS/STDs Knowledge, Attitude and Practces

Twenty reported they have been sick while livingl/an working on the streets. Ten reported
they have never been sick. Concerning the kindllnésses, six reported they had severe
headaches (6); Stomachache (10), and malaria (4).

Almost all of the street children reported they titithad sex within the previous months, while
two of the young girls reported that they were &af¢o do sexual acts by adults on the streets.
The majority of street children (85.7%) reportedttthey had never had sexually transmitted
diseases.

Twenty-two (73.3%) of the children interviewed cdublentify at least three ways one can
become infected with HIV, while the rest eight @bulot. The majority of the street children
(39.9%) said everyone is at risk for getting HIVhile 10.1% felt it was only commercial sex
workers, Thirty-two percent (32.4%) identified comwmial sex work as a practice that
accelerates the spread of STDs. Forty-two percé2i6¥o) identified at least three ways of
preventing AIDS, while the majority 57.4% could nmtentify three ways of preventing
HIV/AIDS. Twelve (40%) of the street children idd®d use of condoms as a measure to
reduce the spread of HIV; two mentioned that thielyndt know what could be done to reduce
the spread of AIDS. Eleven children (39.6%) mergbthat they usually call their peers when
they get sick; Fourteen street children stated thay call upon their biological mothers,
relatives (5), Parents/guardians (3). One of tepardents reported saying that “he does not call
any one” when he gets sick. Nineteen of the childngentioned municipal clinics and 11
mentioned traditional healers as places where Wmayld get treatment, if seriously sick. Close
to half (46.7%) stated easy access and low costeatment as the reason why they would seek

treatment.
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3.8.6. Child Abuse

Two street children mentioned that there have Hewess street adults have forced them to
sexual act, while 9 children (30%) mentioned thalythave been beaten or hurt by adults while
living/working on the streets. None of the resparidereported to have had any sexual
intercourse with someone for the sake of moneyr ebildren reported that they have been
caught by the police for having quarreled with theeers, during an accident while riding a

bicycle (1), and conflict with adults while workirg the streets (3).
3.8.7. Public’s Perception of street children

Street children were questioned as to what theywele the general public’'s opinions about
them as “street children”. More than a third (35)1fét that the general public disliked them,
28% mentioned they were seen as hooligans andhbgtshould be forcefully removed from
streets, while 36.9% reported that the generalipwds very supportive.

3.8.8. Street Children’s Perception about Street lfe

Asked about how they perceived their lives on tihrees, 28.5% of the street children felt
hopeless and helpless; they mentioned that theybadher option concerning what to do about
their lives except live on the street. Nearly twesitk percent mentioned that their lives on the
streets were tough, 20.8% felt fatalistic and nwed that their lives were bleak and without a
future, 11.3% said their lives on the streets ampbrary and 13.4% mentioned that they
enjoyed living on the streets. The majority of dhéin in all three categories felt that their lives
were tough and that they had no future

3.8.9. Analysis of Causal factors

A careful analysis of the street children phenomemeflected a number of immediate,
underlying and basic causes. Available literatunesteet children in Ethiopia from academic
presentations, journal articles, books by reseasched situational analysis and survey reports,
shows that a plethora of casual factors and efféctshe street children problem. The
phenomenon of street children in all countries setrbe a social institution with basic social,
economic and environmental causes (Auret, 1995yrdiban, 1991; Dube, 1991). It appears to

have basic causes in the polity, the economy almer dtasic social factors such as public social
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policies about employment, housing and land owngrdfollowing the two recurrent droughts
and famine, more rural poor families together witkir children came onto the streets due to the
inability of the Ethiopian economy to create suéfic formal employment. The 1974/1978,
recurrent drought periods and the civil wars betwEéhiopia and Eritrea had displaced many
thousands of families, mainly children and womeaséarch had demonstrated that no amount
of intervention programming designed for streetdren can be successful unless the community
is prepared to respect, protect and provide oppities to street children (Tacon, cited in
Schurink & Rip, 1993) This study shows that onlygisily higher than a quarter of the
community is supportive of street children. In théerviews, street children mentioned they
were treated violently, scorned and subjected &iility by adults. This indicates that programs
for street children should be directed at the ganaublic and those charged to enforce the law
to address negative attitudes and violent practigamst street children

3.8.10. Intervention for street children in Desie

Like in many other countries, the problems of dtrel@ldren are not properly addressed in
Ethiopia. There is no government organization amistiy that explicitly deals with the problem
of this category of children to date. This, howewkres not mean that no efforts have been made
at all to alleviate problems facing street childréhere are a few governmental organizations
working directly or indirectly to ameliorate probide related to children in difficult
circumstances. Many surveys on street children hmeaen carried out jointly with some non-
governmental agencies with conclusions that urgedediate response. But, very little has been

done in the way of concrete programs for the taggep.

In order to assess the role so far played by govemtal and non-governmental organizations
undertaking projects to assist street childrerha $tudy area, interviews have been conducted
with beneficiaries of the ADMAS street children g, senior government officials, NGO staff,
the Police and community representatives. Basedheninterviews with beneficiaries and
organizational directors, the following discussiattempts to give a general highlight of the
responses so far given to ameliorate the problermstreet children by governmental and non-
governmental organizations operating in South Wntlae in general and that of the ADMAS

street children’s project in Dessie in particular.
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3.8.11. Governmental organizations

The zonal Ministry of Labour & social Affairs depasent (MOLSA) and the Disaster
Prevention and Preparedness Commission (DPPC) anelated to carryout various activities
related to children in difficult circumstances. TMOLSA is mandated to offer technical
guidelines to NGOs in planning, programming, cooation and implementing programs of
children. The ministry, however, does not haveaiusive project, which deals with or directly
addresses itself to the problems of street childRnesently, the department of MOLSA is
running an intervention programme for street cleitdin collaboration with UNICEF.

The other governmental organization that is closelgted with the problem under discussion is
the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness CommifSiBRC). It does not however, directly
work with street children. It plans and executetsvdies for children affected by the disasters of
drought and famine. Through its NGO coordinatiorskjehowever, it does carry out and
coordinate programs in collaboration with NGOs agiag in the zone. There are also a number
of organizations in South Wollo that provide m@téted services to vulnerable children and
destitute families. In Dessie, there are 11 Nonvé&aomental organizations, which are based in
the town of Dessie, and yet only 3 local NGOs, H@PE Enterprises, Forum on Street Children
Ethiopia (FSCE) and ADMAS CRADO are operating wsftecific and limited target groups of
destitute children. The remaining NGOs operateh@ $urrounding rural areas and do not
directly work with street children. This followingection of the paper attempts to explore the
services and activities of one of the existing Id¢&0O called ADMAS that directly works with
street children and their destitute families anu fout what benefits it had provided to the
beneficiary children in its care. The questiond @nése are: "Is service delivery of the project
effective?" What improvements has the project bnbug the beneficiaries of the projects? Did
the program as a whole produce positive outcomdsbanefits to the children in its care? (By
positive outcome and benefits | am referring to éeenomic aspect, i.e., improvements in the
standard of living of the children under the cafehe project, fair and rewarding employment
and regular income, whether or not it is a " comityudevelopment program, which seeks to
integrate the delivery of economic, social and emmental objectives"); Have any social or

economic changes occurred as a result of the pojec
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CHAPTER 4: The major findings of the study

Having analyzed the data in the previous chaptethis section | would discuss the findings by
referring to some of the major ones. Interview wsial of the primary data collected revealed
that the reasons behind the initiation to stréetiere violence and abuse at home, death of one
of or both of parents, lack of support in case ighan hood, poverty (inability to satisfy basic
needs) and pressure created upon families dueviertgpfamily breakdown and family pressure
to engage in work, peer pressure and other saathpaychological reasons related to the social
environment. Most street children experienced dlgegerty and were particularly vulnerable to
abuse. These children were facing serious healttartla and developmental risks that
compromise their wellbeing. This was consistenhwitevious studies in confirming that the
most common push factor was family poverty (MoLS9%, FSCE 2003 and UNICEF 2007).

Moreover, for street children @esse certain pull factors also render the street aataactive
option, such as the perceived freedom and indepeedehe lack of supervision, chances of
remunerative employment, basic needs fulfilment access to money and of different services
and exposure to technology. Besides the findingsthef research showed that a set of
multidimensional factors that were involved fordiery their birthplace since the majority of the
research participants were migrants where as fapolerty, death of parents, breakdown of
family, abandonment and peer pressure were therna@jce. They also indicated that they
migrated to the capital city due to their high estpion of better employment opportunities such
as to work in cafeterias as waitresses, to workanstruction activities as daily laborers, shoe

shining, and at the same time to pursue their gaucan evening classes.

Meeting their basic necessities was another mdjallenge that children on the streets faced in
their everyday lives. Street children do not haveoastant source of material and financial

resources. Therefore, they have to go to greathertg make sure that they have food.

According to the findings among the activities tlegage were working menial jobs, begging,
scavenging and steeling. For girls, most of thes#iviaes were somehow culturally

inappropriate for them and they hence depend ostiproon as a source of money and food. Not
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only were they paid by boys on the street for sek ty members of the public too. The
aforementioned findings were also very consistattt study results of other scholars (Motonga
2008; Conticini, 2005).

The other main challenges of the study revealetthigadifferent challenges that street children
face while they are living on the street. In thisdy it was found out that living on the streets
does put children at great risk not only from tteatment they receive from others but also from
the effects on themselves of their life styles. Tis& of sexual abuse, especially for girls was
high .Many of the street children reported that d&nchildren living on the street were more
vulnerable to street life than their male countdagpadue to gender based violence and
exploitation .Most of these children was highly eged to rape. They were also forced to
deviant to commercial sex work when other surviwaiions were limited .As a result of both

sexual abuse and exploitation of street girls veetqgosed to various problems like HIV/AIDS,

STDs and unwanted pregnancy.

On the other hand, even though street girls wereemolnerable to physical and sexual abuse
and exploitation now a day’s male street childreerevalso becoming a victim of sexual abuse.
Younger street boys were raped by older male yoathadult street people, passengers and
drunken. They were often beaten up for no justifielson, traumatized and subject to physical
injury.

Children on the streets also faced a challengeimafinfg decent secure sleeping places for
sleeping. Most of them sleep outside, exposed tathee elements that might cause health
problems. And again, this challenge puts girls m@e precarious situation as they were easily
raped and sexually abused for sleeping out in theets Moving from one sleeping area to
another was also mentioned as a coping mechanam olice harassment and sexual abuse.
Eviction by police and Keble guards was found tahH®most common reason for moving from
one sleeping area to another.

Another challenge encountered by any street childrere involving in harmful use of substance
abuse like chewing ‘chat’, hashish, mastish(inlialghue) and cigarette. Substance abuse was
mentioned as a coping mechanism by street-livingdi@n. According to the children, drugs
help them to deal with the harsh street life, tdue stresses and to deal with problems of food,

hunger and pain. Many of the strategies they useope with their problems were harmful to
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their health and increase their vulnerability teedise and to further abuse (FSCE, 1998; FSCE,
2003; UNICEF, 2007).

It was also revealed that the street children Fen@ountered different difficulties. One of this
was the negative perception in the general publkttgudes towards street children which
determines our own way to interact with them. Sq@meple fear and avoid street children due to
their dirty looks and consider them potential tleuimakers. When they come into contact with
them, they prefer to give them a few coins to gkbf them, although others they give money on
humanitarian grounds. They are even suspected lzmkbd out and picked up from street and
detained in police stations. When the police halgsggally assaulted these children, they
receive the public’'s blessings, as this presumedeti@r criminal tendencies among street
children.

The other main problem that these children havedachile they were on the street was lack of
health. Street children face various health hazdu#sto unsanitary living environment and lack
of access to health services. Consequently, manthe&ih develop nutrition-related health
problems, food poisoning and infectious diseasetudting typhoid, cholera, TB, abdominal
pain, gastritis, malaria, headache, anemia coughepsy, rape, unwanted pregnancy, and
physical abuse by police are some of the healthlgnas they face frequently.

Having said all this, it is important to mentiondarecognize that street children have devised
ways on how to deal with most of the challengeg tfeee. A brief look on these survival
strategies is presented below.

Street children have been used several strateg®stive the difficult conditions of the streets.
These were based on the findings, it is cleardivi and boys on the streets use different means
of acquiring money, food and other necessities; exav boys had more diverse means of
survival such as washing cars, looking after carsar parks, selling carrier bags to people in the
market, throwing garbage, drawing water, carryimgds etc. while girls largely engaged in
prostitution. The implication of this is that girtesn the street end up with limited survival
strategies.

Another coping mechanism developed by the stred#diren according to the finding of this
study were these children have developed copiragesfies against all those odds. In order for
children to be able to deal with their problems andtain their life on the street, they had to use
coping strategies and mechanisms (FSCE, 2003; URNICG®O07). The study conducted by
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Apetekar (1988) also indicated that street childdemelop coping strategies against the many
problems they encountered. However individual défees regarding the capacity to adjust to
new and hostile environment in general were inblataln this study the majority of the children
reported that they found themselves unable to eapfestreet life, especially during their early
days. One common coping mechanisms used by mosteos$treet children to deal with the
different problems and the violence they face an dtieet was to belong to mutual supporting
groups.

Based on my analysis, it has become clear thatdatidual level, street children benefited from
social capital through an increase in their owniaooetworks and resources vital to their
survival. Meeting of their daily needs such as fogeturity, protection, clothing, etc. is all done
through social networks. Social capital and socetivorks were therefore not only important as
a means of meeting individual and collective resesibut they were important assets that street
children use to cope up against the challengessandses of street life. This fining was also in
agreement with the research result of (ConticifQ3). It was revealed that socializing with
peers were the main strategies for children to agpevith all the challenges and problems

encountered them while on the street.

However, For children that live under institutioredre, the platform to use social capital is
limited due to restrictions on activities that thean engage in and the fact that institutions meet
most of their needs that require them to employas@apital, their social capital and networks
were as not as useful as they were living on treet.

Street children were provided different rehabii@gatservices from the organization. The center
provides rehabilitation and reintegration servi@se services given under rehabilitation include
sanitation and hygiene services, health educatidmaedication, psychosocial support, life skill
training, sport and recreation services. On therogide the reintegration service includes small
business, vocational skill training, and job plaeatand reunification to their families

In the study finding it was revealed that the stadwldren have encountered different difficulties
after joining the rehabilitation organization. Somkthe discussants and in-depth interview
participants suggested for the center to accomreodduelter based services like other
organizations with provisions of food, clothes, twedan, etc until they become self-reliant
individuals.
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The other finding was that the challenge they entard in the rehabilitation process was that
the area was not suitable for the children rehaliitin that was many of the street children came
to the rehabilitation center from long distanceshsas Atobistera,’Gojam berendaand ‘Atikilt

tera’ especially those who were below 14 years old. ¥ wat appropriate also for children to
playindoor games since it was very narrow place.

The other finding of this study is that childrernldd from their work due to the fact that the life
skill training is not initiated by the children tinselves that is some of them reported that they
didn’t get the training interesting because it @ mvith their own choice so that they are
dissatisfied with the skill they acquired and doi¢his they have low motivation to work.

The other main finding was that some children caimplwith the centers’ life skill training
selection criteria that was some of them were egcsed while others got the training joining
the organization after them. However, the orgaiorat intention is to give the life skill training
for few street children as models for others anddmpete and share best practices among
themselves. Moreover, the major selection critsritdr getting the life skill training was
Attendance. In addition their initiation to changeeir behavior and to avoidance of their
addiction behavior in short period of time was asother section criterion. Thus some of them
who fail to do so were dissatisfied by the servigkethe organization.

There were also several reasons street childreapeswr be absent from the rehabilitation center
and return on the street. Based on my findingsakoetworks come out to be one of the factors
that influence children to run away from the relitdiion center, this was so because while on
the street children depend on each other to meétribeds such as food, clothes, etc. They also
support each other emotionally and look after amatleer when they were sick. Especially, since
it was a drop in center they would have the chdoameet these children at night. Thus when
taken away from the streets, this relationship e@wttesiveness was disrupted and some children
cannot cope up without their friends on the stre€lsis, the peer pressure made some street
children to run away and go back to their frienddfee streets.

The other one was strict rules that institutionsl@¢also be hindrances to archiving success in
removing street children from the streets. Somenygfparticipants felt very restricted by the
rules in institutions and hence returned to theessr where no one constantly told them what to
do or restricted them. Because children’s actisitiastitutions were guided by rules and

regulations, some children felt bored in institnso They also reported that the staff members
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were not reading to each other that was all of tiewmh different orders and rules for us .For
children that live in institutions with few actiigs and entertainment to continuously engage
them would make them to opt returning to the s#re€his was consistent with previous studies
of Reyes (2009) the eager to run away can be camgdbe strictness and regulations of an
institution. Unlike the shelter, the street offéte children autonomy that they could make their
own decisions and make up their own rules, witlamytone else interfering.

In general, they have indicated that the servicesiged to them is not enough the non formal
education psychosocial support, sport and recnealtiactivities were not provided adequately
.They suggested that this has to be improved. M@arethey reported that in their peer house
settlement some kitchen equipments like chop stwwkse not completed. The girls also
complain they didn’t get underwear and bed sheetsed.

However as it was shown in the data analysis p&rthtajority of street children appreciate the
services of the organization .For many of themegrss that they perceive the services of the
organization was a good thing for the bettermenthefr future life. Moreover almost all the
research participants confirmed that how bad tkeieet life was and they expressed their
feelings towards building their future that theywéa vision to be a self-reliant individual by
working hard and continuing their formal educatitmmeet and help their families and those

who were vulnerable like them.
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CHAPTER 5: Recommendations, conclusion and social work implication

5.1. Conclusion

In concluding my study, | should briefly look attlithemes that this study intended to explore,
i.e. reasons why street children resort to theestrehallenges street children encounter while
they were on the street, their coping mechanisnts tarir overall experience after joining
Admass rehabilitation center and their future peastg

There were many causes that make children combetstreets of Desse, these were a vital
issues that needs serious considerations. Witheatlg understanding the push and pull factors
for children to move from their locality to the es¢t, it was impossible to positively impact their
lives. When asked why they left their homes, thgyressed many different reasons .This tells us
that the issue was a complex and complicated orfee dause of street children was
multidimensional where several factors played thle of pushing and pulling children into the

streets.

The findings of the study have indicated that poveras the major cause of street children in
the small town of Desse; it limits the families’peaity to meet the needs of children forcing
them to live on the streets. Besides violence dngsa at home, death of one of or both of
parents, lack of support in case of orphan hoadijlyabreakdown and family pressure to engage
in work, peer pressure and bad experience in scherd some of the push factors that forced
children to come to the streets. Whereas the ghofs that encouraged child to leave their
homes were search of freedom, work and employmgortunities. Thus social and economic
factors appeared to be primary in pushing childoamo streets. Poverty, disability (mostly

blindness) and death of parents were also appéaieel the key factors in resulting the children

to the street.

However, children’s, relocation to the streets doedé mean they live their life without
challenges. Once on the streets, street child@nifdinite challenges, among them meeting peer
house settlement some kitchen equipments like sticks were not completed. The girls also

complain they didn’t get underwear and bed sheetgedl.
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However as it was shown in the data analysis pa&rthtajority of street children appreciate the
services of the rehabilitation center .For manyhein it seems that they perceive the services of
the organization was a good thing for the bettetroétheir future life. Moreover almost all the
research participants confirmed that how bad tkeieet life was and they expressed their
feelings towards building their future that theywéaa vision to be a self-reliant individual by
working hard and continuing their formal educatiemmeet and help their families and those
who were vulnerable like them.

Their basic needs like food, cloth and finding dg@nd secure sleeping places, lack of access to
services such as health, education and recreatrame of them. Besides violence is another
challenge perpetuated by older boys, members gbubéc and the police, sexual abuse, as they
are living unprotected and are highly vulnerabletisa of the society. Especially female street
children are more vulnerable to street life thaeirtmale counterparts due to gender based
violence and exploitation .Most of these childreiighly exposed to rape.

The fining in relation to their survival strategie=vealed that in order to survive the challenges
they faced they develop different coping mechanitims include begging for money or food,
engaging in work, ignoring the offender incase edtings and insults, changing sleeping places,
reporting to the police and using alcoholic drirdesd addictive substances and especially
forming supporting mutual groups was one of thearmcoping mechanism.

Another finding of the study also reveals thatetrehildren were also facing many difficulties
being in the rehabilitation center like lack of setold materials in peer house settlement, lack
of comprehensive rehabilitation services due teeabs action plan that was the psychosocial
support, sport and recreational activities were gigén constantly to them. Besides, some of
them reported that the rehabilitation services e brganization could not enable them to
become self reliant individual in the future beaaw$ the life skill training given to them was
not by their own choice. Moreover, the place of thkabilitation center was not suitable for
them that were too far and they were forced to @ugldistances on their foot. Thus, it is
recommended that the organization needs eitheoristiuct a building or rent a rehabilitation
center relatively with adequate facilities in atabie area which could be a center place in the

city for all its beneficiaries.

49



5.2. Social work implication

The social work profession promotes social chapgahlem solving in human relationships and
the empowerment and liberation of people to enhanslébeing .utilizing theories of human
behavior and social systems. Social work interveri¢ise points where people interact with their
environments. Principles of human rights and sogistice were fundamental to social work
(IFSW, 2004). TheUNCRC (1989) also clearly addresses the state’s obtigatdo protect
children from any form of discrimination and to ¢éagositive action to promote their rights and
that all decisions taken by states and other orgdéions regarding the care and protection of
children should be in the child’s best interests.

However, the findings of this study indicated ttfeg rehabilitation services provided to them is
not comprehensive enough to enable them to becetheeant in their future. Thus, there was
a need to assess and build the rehabilitation cerdpacity in order that it would provide
comprehensive rehabilitation services to theseddml, so that they would become self-
supporting individuals in their future.

It was clear that the problem of street childranreot be solved by the efforts of one part only. It
needs the cooperation of different stakeholder$ siscthe GOs, NGOs, CBOs, and religious
organizations. Child abuse and neglect should aksothe main concern in a community.
Therefore, each member of the community needs ¥ laamoral obligation to promote the
safety and wellbeing of the children. Besides, sitie parents are the first ones that nurture the
children and it is necessary to educate parersisdare of their children.

With regard to the rehabilitation center servicevigions ,as it was indicated by the research
participants, for instance, some children didn'nivén stay in the organization for a long period
of time because of absence of basic needs suclocas $helter, and clothing .Thus, it is
necessary to create feeding program in a way thatlaot create dependency at least one meal
per day, especially for those who were between (8gB4), those who were not getting the
reintegration services and who were not reunifiéth their family. In addition, it is necessary to
work on the root cause such as livelihoods androkhe children with line sectors, availing
option for those children who do not get the in&dign option through referral system and foster

care.
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The exit mechanisms for children were reunificati@integration, direct employment, and small
scale business by renting home to them and voetsiil training. Yet the organization has no
any follow up or supervision plans once childret @& from the project or after reunification.
Thus, the organization should develop the monitpand follow up plans for exited children.
Moreover, the center has to have large compoumaghieg rooms; additional manpower, ethics
classes and psychosocial support also has to vaankyf planning and economic empowerment.
Staff capacity building, with regard to transpadatfacility the organization need to have full
time vehicle which is one of the problems with thanification process to take the children back
to their families.

The reason also for children failure or dropoutnirdhe project after completion of the
rehabilitation process was that some children hmaveterest and vision in their life, due to the
fact that they were very addicted to different drugys a result it was difficult to bring change on
their life in short period of time. Therefore, thareed to be successive one to one counseling for
this kind of children, since the organization hiasited manpower especially for all the street
children. There was only one psychosocial suppifides. Hence, the organization needs to hire

more counselors, health officers and as well amboorkers.

The other reason for their failure to drop out frbma project was that the life skill training given
to them was not in their own choice, so that thegdme so dissatisfied and hence that was one
reason to quit from their job. Therefore the orgation centers need to keep their choice when

they were integrated to the life skill training.

Though there was good relationship with the stakkdie like administrative organ in local
district level and also at the Woreda level thgyaoization needs to create a best mechanism.
Due to the policy that the government set with rdda street vendors, it forbidden to sale on the
street .So the organization should work the childie get another place and continue their
business by negotiating with the Woreda administnatMoreover, by creating strong linkage
with all the government levels the trained modededtchildren would have some assistance from

the government to work in group with small scalsibesses.

These organizations should also create awareneswde bad attitude for the stakeholders,

school community, and local administration incluglihe police and the public at large in order
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to make some belongingness in the community that stieeet children were also part of this
society. Hence, there should be regular meetirg tmade with regard to future adjustments.

In general, the data gathered through in-deptmvige’s, observation and focus group discussion
meetings held with research participants. This ystids revealed that the problems of street
children were many and various. Hence it needs résponse of many stakeholders for

collaboration in order to alleviate the multifackfroblems of these children.

52



References
Apekar, L. (1994).Street children in developing WorA review of their condition .Cross

cultural Research.

Bolzano, H.B. (2013).Learning skills of the stregildren in metro Cebu .Cebu Normal
University.

Cosgrove, J. (1990). A working definition of stregildren. International Social Work, 185-192.
CRDA (2006) Supplementary Report of NGOs on thelémentation of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child in Ethiopia. Addis Ababa.

CSC 2009b, Street Children Statistics, Consortiantreet Children (CSC), June-August 2009.
Denzin, N. K., & Lincoln, Y. S. (2008). Collectingnd interpreting qualitative materials.
Los Angeles: Sage Publications

Ryman, Alan (2008).Social research methodsNew York: Oxford University Press Inc.
Catherine, G.W (2009).Factors influencing caresgiviapproaches in rehabilitation
Centers for

Street Children during informal learning Activities Nairobi, Kenya. Connolly.(1998) Adrift in
the city: A comparative study of street childrerBingot, Colomibia and Guatamela city.In
Homless children .Hawroth Press

53



I.  Annex
I. Questioners for in-depth interview

The following basic questions are prepared to cojeimary data with regard to the experiences

of street children in the Admas Rehabilitation degelopment project, Dessie Branch.
I. Questioners for in-depth interview
A: Personal information of the client:

1. Name of interviewee--------------

2. Age: Sex:

3. Place of birth: ------=----=-m--—-
4. Place of origin (nhame of region) -----------—-
5. School attendance status -------------------

6. Family background of the interviewee

7. Do you have parents? Yes: D:
8. Are they alive? Yes: N
9. Where do your parents live now? -----------——-

10. What was your mothers and fathers means ditloed?

11. Farmers: |:| Government Employs|:|reetVendors: Others:

12. Who supports the family?

Government Self He NG( |dRees Others




B: Street life profile

13. What are the reasons for you to be on thet8tree-----------==-=-=mmmmmme oo
14. With whom are you living on the street? e
15. Who was supporting you on the street? -- S —
16. What were the major challenges /problems tbatfgced on the street? --------------------o---

17. How do you cope up with the problems in stliée? S—

18. What do you do for living? ----------------- — S —
19. Do you practice saving? ------ S —

20. Present life style of the child

21. How did you get this organization? -- S —
22. When did you join this organization? S
23. How long have you been in the organization- S —
24. What benefits /services you are getting froeghoject? -----




25. Are you happy with the services of the projeet?----

26. What did you learn during your stay in the migation? ----

27. How do you experience your life in the orgati&?

28. Do you have any good or bad memories during gtay in the organization?

29. What are the main difficulties you encountdrethe origination?

30. How do manage these difficult situations?

31. What kinds of interventions provided to youttliau

reliant individual in the future? -

believe enable




Il Questioners for focus group discussions

1. How do you get this organization? ------

2. How long have you been in the organization?

3. What are the services or benefits you are gettom the organization?

4. What are you doing now in the organization?—----

5. Are the services provided by the organizatiorpanant to you to become

individuals in the future -------------- -

self reliant

________ )

6. How do experience your life in the rehabilitatiorogram? ------ -—

7. What are the good conditions you experiencéarehabilitation program? ---

8. What are the bad conditions you experiencean¢habilitation program?

9. How do you cope up with the difficult circumstas you encountered in the

rehabilitation

program? -

10. How do you see your life before and after jognihis organization?

11. What are your suggestions regarding the sepriz@sions in the rehabilitation program that

needs to be improved? ----




11l Questioners for key informants

1. What kinds of services that your organizatioovpdes for street children?

2. What kind of behavior and emotional problemst ttiee children exhibit in the Admas

Development and rehabilitation center? - mmmmmmmme s

3. What kinds of mechanisms are employed in ordendip these children to become self —

reliant individuals? -------- S— S——

4. How are the children’s environments or past @rpees related to their current behavior and

attitudes? —_— -

5. How do you see the children’s behavior befor a&ter joining your organization? -------------

6What kind of positive behaviors the children depehfter joining your organization? ------------

7 .What kinds of negative behaviors that the ckiddbrought from the street life and that they

unable to change it in the rehabilitation center: e

8 .What kind of challenges you face in rehabilitgtthe street children? Do you believe these

children will become self —reliant individuals imet future? e

9. What are the weakness and strengths of younmaj#on in rehabilitating the street children?

10 .How do you evaluate the overall rehabilitagpwagram of the street children?



Part One
I. Questioners for in-depth interview

The following basic questions are prepared to coleimary data with regard to the experiences

of street children in the Admas Rehabilitation degelopment project, Dessie Branch.
I. Questioners for in-depth interview
A: Personal information of the client:

1. Name of interviewee---------------

2. Age: Sex:

3. Place of birth; ------=-—--=————-—-
4. Place of origin (name of region) -----------—-
5. School attendance status ----------=====----

6. Family background of the interviewee

7. Do you have parents? Yﬂ No:
8. Are they alive? Yes: D No:
9. Where do your parents live now? -----------——-

10. What was your mothers and fathers means diHoed?

11. Farmers Government Emplg Street Vendorg Others

12. Who supports the family?

Government: Self Help NQRxdatives Other




B: Street life profile

13. What are the reasons for you to be on thet8tree---------=-=====mmmmsmmmemm oo
14. With whom are you living on the street? e
15. Who was supporting you on the street? -- S
16. What were the major challenges /problems tbatfgced on the street? -------------------------

17. How do you cope up with the problems in stliée? S —

18. What do you do for living? ----------------- — S
19. Do you practice saving? ------ S —

20. Present life style of the child

21. How did you get this organization? -- S
22. When did you join this organization? S ——
23. How long have you been in the organization? S
24. What benefits /services you are getting fromptoject? -----




25. Are you happy with the services of the projeet2---- S —

-2-(-5-.-;/-\;hat did you Ieal:l:l-durin;]“your stay in tr-1-e miga;t-i;n? | S
27. How do you experience your life in the orgaticae? -------- S
28. Do you have any good or bad memories during gty in the organization? ------------------
29. What are the main difficulties you encounterethe origination? ----- ——
30. How do manage these difficult situations? S —

31. What kinds of interventions provided to youttlzgau believe enable
reliant individual in the future? - - e




Il Questioners for focus group discussions

1. How do you get this organization? ------

2. How long have you been in the organization?

3. What are the services or benefits you are gettom the organization?

4. What are you doing now in the organization?—----

5. Are the services provided by the organizatiorpanant to you to become

individuals in the future -------------- -

self reliant

________ )

6. How do experience your life in the rehabilitatiorogram? ------ -—

7. What are the good conditions you experiencéarehabilitation program? ---

8. What are the bad conditions you experienceanr¢habilitation program?

9. How do you cope up with the difficult circumstas you encountered in the

rehabilitation

program? -

10. How do you see your life before and after jognihis organization?




11. What are your suggestions regarding the sepriz@sions in the rehabilitation program that

needs to be improved? ---- e

11l Questioners for key informants

1. What kinds of services that your organizatioovjdes for street children?

2. What kind of behavior and emotional problemst ttiee children exhibit in the Admas

Development and rehabilitation center? - e EEE R

3. What kinds of mechanisms are employed in ordendip these children to become self —

reliant individuals? -------- S— S——

4. How are the children’s environments or past erpees related to their current behavior and

attitudes? e e e

5. How do you see the children’s behavior beform after joining your organization? -------------

6What kind of positive behaviors the children depehfter joining your organization? ------------

7 .What kinds of negative behaviors that the ckitdbrought from the street life and that they

unable to change it in the rehabilitation center: e




8 .What kind of challenges you face in rehabilitgtthe street children? Do you believe these
children will become self —reliant individuals imet future? mmmmemmmemme e

9. What are the weakness and strengths of younmaj#on in rehabilitating the street children?

10 .How do you evaluate the overall rehabilitagpwagram of the street children?
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Introduction

The phenomenon of street children is becoming drleeoglobal big problems that overrun the
whole areas of our universe. UNICEF'S annual Step®rt indicated that millions of children
live and work around the streets of industrializéelyeloping, and underdeveloped countries and

suffering daily from the consequences of poverty emmmunity neglect. (Apekar, L. 1994).

In the context of Africa, migration from rural aseto urban is one of the factors that increase the
problem of streetism in towns. According to a stwdyducted in the different African capital
cities, 32% of respondents were of rural origin €/ 1998). Another study in the sub Saharan
Africa showed that about 61.1% of street childrem migrants from other rural or urban areas
(Kidist, 2007).

. In line with the general concern for the right&l avelfare of children in a special and difficult
circumstance, it is the other growing internatiopabblem of the rising numbers of street
children in the new urban areas of Africa. It haesnslated into the increasing number of
governmental and non-governmental organizatioreutitrout the continent whose main activity
is to help and alleviate the plight of street clalul

In the situation of Ethiopia, natural disasterem@al migration and poverty, lack of proper care
and HIV/AIDS are the factors that highlight the maitability of children (FHI, 2010). Moreover

Retrak (2012) stated that with the advent of recgbainization, recurrent drought, famine and
HIV/AIDS have claimed a heavy toll on human lifekthiopia during the past three decades. As

a consequence, thousands of children have beami@tcompanied and outside of parental care.

As with the global picture on street children, th&ta on street children in Ethiopia is very
limited, and studies and reports on the subjeceltmme up with varying estimates. According
to Child Hope, an NGO working with street childri@nEthiopia, street children have become a
country wide epidemic, with over 100,000 childrewving and/or working on the streets of

Ethiopian cities (Kibrom, 2008).



The city of Desse, the capital of South Wolo Zam¢éhie Amhara National Regional State, is said
to be home to a population of between 5,000 todxBeet children with the lower estimates
originating from the Ministry of labor and sociaffairs and the higher from aid agencies (UN,
2014). The creation of street children in the towh Desse is integrally tied with the
phenomenon of urban poverty. The majority of thédohn are child workers who are on the
street in order to contribute economically to treusehold. Most of them still remain close
contact with their families. This means that theturn home every night to sleep over 80% of
these children first became involved in streetilifsearch of work while another 10% first come
to the streets to play or spend time with friendsa town like Mekele, the majority of street
children came there due to the effects of war, fenaind draught .Many of them then progress to
become street workers (Veale 1993 in Ochola, LRni#us, A, 2000).

Statement of the problem

The problem of street children is becoming a woitttyphenomenon since these children exist
in every part of the world. According to the 20@®ort made by FSCE, USAID and PACT, in

Ethiopia large number of children leave their holmevarious reasons and start living on the
street in most urban cities like Addis Ababa, DeBshirdar and Mekele. Some of the street

children are part of the entire families who livetbe street (FSCE, 1998).

According to mekonen (2011), streetism is beconung of the major challenges of all urban

areas of Ethiopia. The capital city Addis Ababa #melregional cities like Desse are among the
cities that are highly affected by the problem wtEet children. Since 1974 there have been
attempts to conduct a research concerning the gmablof these children in the country in

general and Addis Ababa in particular.

The magnitude of the problem of street childrenEthiopia, the first survey on the street

children was carried out by the Rehabilitation Agein 1974. This study which used a head
counting technique documented that there were H0885 or 99% male and 49 or 1% female)

Street children living in Addis Ababa and almoshaan Desse.



On the other hand in the case of Desse, the problestreet children as lower estimates
indicates 3000 and the higher with 5000 has beaameeof the major social problems in the city
today /MOLSA 2015,report/

Objectives

General Objectives

The general objective of this study is to expldne tife experience of street children in the

rehabilitation program of Admass Child Rehabiltatand Development Project in Desse.

Specific Objectives

-To understand the effectiveness of the program taedmechanisms in which the plan has
already been prepared

To assess the practices of the rehabilitation rageenters in rehabilitating the street children
and to identify the strengths and weaknesses girihject.

-To identify the strategies that street childreasu® cope with the rehabilitation program.

-To understand street children’s perceptions af fife in the rehabilitation program towards the
problems, fears, hope and the public towards stt@ktren in general.

-To examine the major contribution of the releviat¢rvention mechanisms by the rehabilitation
centre in making street children developing positelf esteem and to become self supporting
individuals in the future

Research Questions

1: What are the street children’s prior experiertzefore joining the rehabilitation center?

2: How far the interventions are appropriate ineor rehabilitate these children and to become

self reliant individuals in the future?
3: What are the challenges faced by the streadremlin the rehabilitation center?

4: What will be done to overcome the challengeyg reountered in the rehabilitation center?
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Hence, this research study is important:

To asses and identify the gaps and to examine iffexestht coping strategies and the real life
experiences of street children in the rehabilitajppogram On the other hand, it paves the way
for those who are interested in this area, sinedlitcontribute as a baseline for those who are
interested to conduct further investigation abbid issue.

Universe of the study

The study is limited in the city of Desse at Adachdd Rehabilitation and Development project
center in which their main objectives and prograre prevention and rehabilitation of street
children in and around the town of Desse. Hencerdéisearch believed that it contributes as
baseline for all responsible stake holders to &tevthe multifaceted problems of the street

children by exploring the above mentioned programs

Sampling

Those street children, both boys and girls, whoewely engaged in the activity of working on
the street as well as those who were forced to watklive on the streets of Desse occasionally
due to certain circumstances, were included insdmaple. Since there is no census for the total
population of street children in Desse that camded as a base, it was difficult to determine the
sample size. However, for this short study it waanfl practical to take a smaller sample
consisting of 30 street children with cross-sealodistribution including gender, the sex

composition, and the street occupation of the taggmup.

Sampling method

In this study the sampling method that has already been proposed is purposive sampling
method. In order to get an accurate result, the researcher has selected this kinds of sampling
method because street children by nature has mobile system of living and it is difficult to

differentiate them from street beggars.



Data collection tools and procedures

The nature of this study is qualitative researclhhoas. To collect data, five main tools will be
employed. Literature review, in depth interview,ykenformants interviews, focus group
discussions and observations and to answer theanmas questions purposive sampling method
will be used. The interview schedule will be cadrigut from September 22- October 18. The
date might be tentative and wil increase the daysterview.

Data collectors will be instructed to take respandavith different street occupations in order to
include shoe-shiners, street sellers or peddlexsjecs, car washers and beggars as well as
children in other street activities. This sampledistributed over the areas selected for data
collection. Based on the findings of the prelimynassessment, accordingly, 5 street children are
allocated to the five areas with slight variatiansconsideration of the high concentration of
street children. These are selected using botlesygic and random sampling techniques. In
addition to the survey of 30 street children, thedg also included other four children who are

beneficiaries of an existing street children projglbo came from different areas of the town.

Data processing

Intensive supervision will be carried out during gurvey undertaking at the field level. Almost

all questionnaires are checked to correct conttagiaesponses and unfilled questions at the
spot. Close monitoring and supervision activitied Wwe carried out throughout the survey

undertaking through formal and informal contactthviihe data collectors in their area of assign.
and the final interview result will be verified, iggtl and arranged alphabetically. in this research
paper four master code interview sheets will b@pg@red —one for street children ,another for the
faculty members of Adams child rehabilitation cerated the third for the respected government

institutions.



Data analyzing

The major objective of this study is to explore theerience of street children in the Adams
Child Rehabilitation Program in the town of Desge.fulfill this objective, | will employee in-
depth interview, focus group discussion and dimatervation with the service recipients and
with care givers who are residing in the rehaliibta center. This will be made by and exploring
their present experiences as well as past expesenicstreet life and in the rehabilitation center.
Data will be gathered from thirty street childrel® (males and 11 females) who are currently

getting services from Adams Child Rehabilitation &evelopment project center.



Chapterization
Depending on the main objectives of each chagterchapterization of the thesis is proposed in

the following manner:

The first chapter shall be an introduction to the subjecttenaof this modest study. in this
chapter an attempt shall be made to mentionedtieegmenon of street children in the town of
Desse and In line with this, Street children’s a@litons are complex and that quick fixes are

helpful in response to help them to get out ofdtreet life.

The second chapter shall discuses the Conceptual analysistreket children .A review of
literature and the profiles of street children lve town of Desse that are selected for the study
will also be given great attention ended.

Chapterthree shall explain the research design and methodadmglydata analysis of the study

and it discusses the sample size selection andoaetbr implemental interviews.

In thefortth chapter, the major findings of the study wouldgoeen and also this chapter shall

be included the conclusion and social work implaraparts.
In thefifth chapter, recommendation, conclusion and social wopkication would be given.
so this chapter is last of the research

The appendixes shall included the interview andidgbaphy parts
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